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OUR PET PIGEONS.

o HAThoy— or girl either
“Who doeg ngot love
"geons 7 Happy is the

1°f{ Who has his pigeon-

litt), Where he raises his
bec: broods of pets, who
will i?e 80 tame that they
a 1ghtupon his shoulder
dP°0 grain from his

1o tal. How proud he is

See b his friends out to

wp his fan-tails struttin,

a8 l:'“ down, as prou
sore. Y With their  tails

]g:e%d out like a peacock.

till tl:OWs up his pouters

worlq ey look, for all the
mep lll_ie worthy alder-
hisn' igh up in the air
ron.t“mblers can be seen
aoni 8 Over and over
tﬁ‘ﬂn 88 they fall toward
th:' ground.  They catch
evep (2lance again, how-
fa before they fall too
re. 30d soar off again to

Pga.t their gymnastic
th ling.  How happy
b:se gentle pigeons must
da¥ing 8o high in_ the
d:tr alr, and looking
whWn upon the village

Anedre 18 their home.

how faithfyl they are
: AlWays returning to

:teu- own loft. Yet egven
988 faithful pigeons, like

'::::‘ 8ood boys, may fall

long bad company. = Un-

they shun the com-
mOf thtise ¢ coaxers,”
&re lead away by

g:?m % some treacherous

th'ghbmlr’s loft, where

u:iy ay be secretly killed
or ade up into a stew
eon pie.

all Ut the most useful of

ing o® the faithful ¢ hom-

bhg Pigeons, which,
of JEh carried hundreds
8 away, when once

o free will circle around
;t":gh? bwice, then fiy
3 and swif ome
Agin, v

We read over and over
xt‘iin in history, how great
by have been besieged
ln’ hostile armies for many
pf.’m’" 80 that when peo&

were starving an
m“:{ to give them to their
Sruel foes, news of relief
“ho b,“!}, brought n;l _b}y"

ing eons, whic
been t.agle%x out of the
fore the siege be-

city

A little piece of -

Per would be found

Mtened to the pigeon’s neck, on which
® poor Btarvedppgeople would read that
4 friend] army was coming to their
» and that if they would hold out focll‘

8 short while longer, they would be save
::3 have plenty to eat once m
) ul people must have
:a'“d for the faithful pigeon th

news,

[

returned to the lanterns

there remains nothing for

the crew to do except to

clean the ship and to go

on watch until sundown,

when the lamps are lighted

and the lanterns hoisted.
The crew is divided into
the captain’s watch and
the mate’s watch of five
each. Twice between
spring and winter each

watch goes ashore two
- months, so that each mem-
ber of the crew is aboard

thelight-ship eight months
in the year. It is not be-
lieved that they could
stand the life longer than
this. In fact, many men
throw up their work as
soon as they can get
ashore. Three members
of the ‘South Sheal”
crew have, however, seen
unusually long terms, of
Bervice—twenty-one, sine-

teen, and seventeen years
respectively ; and others
have served on her a re-

their bunks and dress, breakfast,. being
served at twenty minutes past six.
half-past seven the lamps are removed
from the lanterns, and are taken below to
be cleaned and filled.
this duty can be perfurumed in about two
hours ; but if the vessel is rolling and
pitehing, the task may be prolonged an
When the lamps have been

LIFE ON A LIGHT-SHIP.
BY GUSTAV KOBBE.

ork on a light-ship 18
Xft :mrise the watch lowe}rs
% 6 a. m:, the captaln oI the
he doorway leading from
th deck, and shouts,
tumble out of

Tn smooth weather

in t
mate stnn'ds in
the cabin into th

hour or two.
s All hands!” The men

markably long time when
the desolate character of
the service is considered.
This is probably due to
the fact that the dangers
of this exposed station
warn off all but those in-
ured to the hardships of
a seafaring life.

The pay aboard the
““South Shoal” is some-
what higher than on other
lightships. The captain
receives $1,000, the mate
$700, and the crew $600.
These sums may not seem
large ; but it must be
borne in mind that even
the prodigal son would
have found it im ible
to make away with his
patrimony on the ‘South
Shoal ” light-ship, especi-
ally as the Government
furnishes all supplies.
Opportunities for extrav-
agance ~e absolutely
wanting. Jccasionally a
member of the crew may
remark in a sadly jocose
tonethat he isgoing around
the corner to order-a case
of wine, or to be measured
for a dress suit; but there
is no corner.

TaE whiskey trafficshel-
ters itself under the pro-
tection of law ; and yet it
is the most lawless busi-
ness in which men ever
engaged. Tt has absolutely no respect for
the statutes of the land, and none for
its oath to obey them. Whenever it dares

to do so it sells its death-dealing fluid

minors ; it keeps open its doors—in fron

or rear— on the Lord’s Day ; and it “emntis”
gambling-table annoxes. To reason with
it is an impossibility. There is nothing to

" do but to crush it.




