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might sweep the boards.”

He ﬁnds many signs that fiscal reform
is gaining strength in the country and he
says “Free trade sounds flat when it is
struck by the modern drumstick,” but,
because the issue is not single and the
campaign of education may not be long
enough, he is noticeably hesitant about
predicting a victory for Mr. Chamberlain.

ot [CAIIDIDATES AND FIBURES.

Mr. G. W! Ganong, M. P., who was
nominated yesterday by the Connerntxves
of Charlotte county, has represented that
county since 1896. His majority in 1900
was 580. That he would again be & candi-

- date 'was expected by everybody. Since

rer ,bl of delay le-enl the
“wharves will- be ready
ym-' s steamers, Doubtless the
"’t“fatu&y ‘will make elear
the  importance of
ﬂithout' further de-

«in-ﬂonndtheopmonugmrd
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tiidertake the dredging would
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W‘Wple would reject protection and
f ‘the elections were held

" atvay. Mr. Chamberlain will
‘triumph; ultimately, -be is confident

He teels e former Colonial Secre-

tary has made progress already, and

b p&m -that flf time be pven, the

¢ Moffmmpom . He submjts that a
anap judgmetit would be deplorable, for or
ainst - the «pulcreaee. Two years, he
stl, should be devoted to searching
sis ' of the fiscal problem. Then if
"ﬂ!‘l d&ﬂdﬁl to stick by free trade,
goed “The- country (in that
Vil kmowrhow to shape its busi-
., Ii it be decided that a change should
be made, then that echange will be made
' upon' a deliberate and thoroughly reasoned
" That-is if only the drift wood
‘nt out of the way.”
. Foster deals with political factors
ahich will ‘go fer to prevent a full answer
ﬁ regard to’the plain fiscal qnutxon——the
; m of the War Commission,” liquor
;- the Imh question, the Educa.
‘tion Act. All'are troublesome and on ac-
{'the th md the Education Act

1867 Charlotte county has elected a Con-
servative in four contests and a Liberal

‘| in five, the late Mr. Gillmor having been

the successful candidate from 1874 to 1896.

Mr. Fowler, as was to be expected, is
the choice of the Conservatives of Kings
and Albert. His majority in 1900 was 173
which was increased to 183 on a recount.
In the same year Dr. Lewis defeated Dr.
Weldon in Albert county by 116. Albert
has gone Liberal except in 1882, 1887 and
1891. Kings has been Conservative except
in 1867 and 1806. In 1900 the votes cast
for Dr. Lewis and Col. Domville, added,
were 3,660 and those for Dr. Weldon and
Mr. Fowler, 3,717. While Dr. Weldon is
the only Conservative who ever had any-
thing like a strong hold upon Albert
county, Col. Domville, three times elected
as a Conservative, is the only candidate
who carried Kings in the Liberal interest
since 1867, the occasion being 1896, when
the present government went into power.
In Kings county 4,941 votes were cast in
the last federal contest; in Albert, 2,436.

New Brunswick will elgct only thirteen
members in the next contest. As candi-
dates are now being pla.ced in the field a
glance at the ma;ontxe- in the l.ut con-
test may be of interest: \
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Gloucester—
Turgeon, Lib ., .. e 2,311
Blanchard, Con.. - 1,315
_ 2968
Northumberland—
Robinson, Con.. .. ..
Morrissy; Lib..

: e
LeBlanc, Lib.. ... SR danur 2,447
Melnerney, Con., . colan ..1,816

o 631

‘Westmorland— Hl
.Kmwerson, Lib. . 4
Com.... .1

S

Fowler, Oy ae Ve i

' Domiville, Lib; .
Albert— :
Lewis, Lib.. e
Wcldon,Ocn 5 e
Queens and Sunbury—
White, Lib .... .. .. ..
York—
Gibson, Lib.. .. v «. v 00 e
McLeod, Ind. Con.. .. .. .
78
Churlotte—
Ganong, Con.. .. .. «o o0 oo c0es.2,783
. 580
It.JohnOWz— : g
Blair, Lib.. e G e 4,620
Fo'tcCon SR L e 3,523
297
St. John City s.nd County~—
Tacker; Tab .ov. ooivoo s 5,449
- - Btockton, Con.. v e T .. ..4,873
776
Carleton— ;
Hale, Con i : 5 2,714
» . s s -.2,
255
Victoria and Madawaska—
Costigan, Lib ...... ... Su i ad s Arble
' Mr. George G. Scovil may be
Mr. Fowler's opponent in Kings
and Albert. Mr. Hale is not ex-

pected to run again in Carleton.
Mr. Frank Carvell will probably be the
Liberal candidate there. Mr. Powell is ex-
pected to oppose Mr. Emmerson in West-
morland. The Conservatives have announc-

ed their intention of opposing Mr. Costi- |

gan in Victoria, and the news from Glou-
cester is that Mr. Turgeonwxllbeopposed
by Mr. Narcisse Landry.

MORE WARLIKE.

News 'from the Far East published” in
London this morning either means that
war is at hand or that some of the many
gpecial correspondents now in the danger
zone are extremely unreliable judges of
the situation. If it be true that Russia
has made fresh demands which will further
excite Japan, popular feeling in that coun-
try can scarcely be restrained longer by
the cautious Japanese government. The
report that marines have been landed in

.Kores from the warships of several of

the Powers to protest their interests in-
dicates ‘that a clash is regarded as un-
avoidable. Yet, so frequently of late has
the war cloud lowered and lifted, all news
from the scene is somewhat discredited

Vand short of an actual collision of out-

posts or an open diplomatic rupture the
world will continue incredulous. It is not
the fashion nowadays to declare war be-
fore hostitilities have been oommenced
The formal declaration in most recent in-
stances, where there, has been any, has

‘followed ‘a collision or unpcrdonable act
of aggression.

Should‘ m eom it would be difficult

to name in advance the Power or Powers
which would interfere, yet ultimately .in-
terference would be expected. Alone, even:
if she were victorious in the inital fleet
action, Japan could scarcely hope to drive
Russia fromp:Manchuria or even to hald
Korea after Russia had brought her: fall
strength to bear. Most writers today are
of opinion that Japan would be succéssful
in the early stages of the conflict. A paval
officer discussing the outlook in the New
York Evening Post says in part:

“Toi declare war and with ome fleet ac-
tion uturly ‘destroy Japam’s naval power
beyond recovery seems not only easy, but
there is a spectacular fascination about it
no doubt flattering to Russian national
vanity; but the weight of these six sturdy
battleships of Japan hangs hoavy in the
balance. Too heavy.”

But he says Japan does not hope to}

‘whip Russia single-handed: “Full .allow-
ance must be made for the circumstance
that throughout the present quarrel,Japan
has unreservedly acknowledged that a war
must inevitably result in her defeat. It
required the combined intervention of
Russia, Germany, and France, and the
strict neutrality of Great Britain, to force
ber to forego the confirmation of her ac-
quisition in China in 1893. It can therefore |
scarcely be a matter of doubt that in the
present condition, with Great Britain and
France holding each ether in check, and
Germany remaining strictly neutral, she
will make the sacrifice of ultimate defeat
if too hardly pressed.”

‘An’ English correspondent writing from
Tokio to the London Mail holds another
view. He asserts that Japan is confident
of victory and he believes the confidence
is justified:

“Can Japan, single-handed, enforce the’
recogmtlon of her rights against Russia
in Manchuria and in Korea? Most on-
lookers, myself among the number, believe
that Japan is competent, at this moment,
to ‘whip’ Russia on the water, and that
with no disparity in the respective dd-
vantage on.land her army is more than
a mateh for the Russian. * * * That
she could dominate Koréa eyen before she

had destroyed the Russia fleet scarcely ad-
mits of any doubt; and ‘aobody. who has

bhad occasion to compare Japanese officers

men, and ships with those of Russia could
conscientiously or: logically -declare a. pre:
ference for the latter. Japan has more
than 400,000 of the finest soldiers in the
world nght on the spot, and every unit
is insipired by a patriotism ‘and fierce
hatred of the Russian of which few Euro-
peans have any conception. Japan’s mag-
nificent dockyuds and arsenals are close
at hand to repair her dmnged ships and
to keep both branches of the service sup-
plied with arms and ammunition. 1une last
North China disturanbece afforded’ the
best evidence of her ability to transport
a large force at a moment’s notice, and
that " ability is not hkely to diminish in
the face of a crisis which involves one
might say, her political -existence.”

Al of which is very hopeful. The world

-uth.wemdmposedtoregmd.]apms

cause as just, and there is much talk of

the “moral support” she will have, the

military value of which is not great.
Russia has more than a million men under

o4 u-ms,ofwhmhﬁOOOOOuemdtobgal-

ready in Manchuria, Japan—if the Rus-
sian fleet were disposed of, and the “if”
is'a very large one—might throw 150,000
or 200,000 men and 350 guns into Korea
and subsequently invest Port Arthur by
sea and land. But modern weapons have
made defence easier than attack, and on
land, even between equal forces, the issue
must be regarded as doubtful. The
Japanese have seen -
and afloat and their record is
good, but when they whipped China
they had.a comparatively small army. It
is mot known if its efficiency  has kept
pnee with its expansion.

Japan is undoubtedly willing to fight.
Undoubtedly, too, her statesmen believe
that should the work prove beyond their
strength, other Powers would interfere
rather than see the Island nation utterly
broken by the Slav and Russia seated in

|'security in Manchuria, controlling Korea

and ‘dominant in China.

Great Britain apparently has no inten-
tion of being dra-wn into the conflict, if
there be.one, but her recemt purchase of
two Chilian battleships which she did not |/

450 | need, but which Russia was bidding for,

indicates how strong is her sympathy for

{-ber ally. And once active hostilities in the

Far East were begun he would be a rash
prophet who would say that Great Britain
might not be an active participant before
the fate of Japan—and China—was finally

determined.

THE SLAUGHTER MARKET.

The statement of the U. S. Steel Co. in
today’s despatches illistrates’ the decline
that has taken place in that industry in
the last eix months. The year 1803 saw
the end of the greatest boom in
the steel industry that the world
has ever witnessed. A decline eet in last
summer, and it is not expected that any
material improvement will take place for
the next year at least. :

Along with the decline in the home
market came a gredat impetus to the ex-
port of steel, as well as of other lines of
manufacture. This will of necessity con-
tinwe, and one authority estimates that a
million tons of American eteel will be
sent to foreign markets this year. Cor-
porations which before were content with
the home market are now eeeking foreign
outlets, in competition with Great Bri-
tain, Germany and France.

In order to eecure foreign tradg, prices
are cut lower than those prevailing in the
home market.. This is true of all manufac-
tured goods for export, which meet the
competition of other countries. The fol-
lowing statement of the argument in de-
fence of ths slaughter market practice,
published in the New York Commercii,
will be gead with interest in Cannda,whu:h
ja one of the foreign markets referred to:

Exporters justly contend, in eome jn-
stances, that they are omly observing a
well-known and almost univérsaily ap-
‘proved. commercial practice in offering pro-
‘ducte at lower prices in foreign et
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than o Muc. Thru argumen l‘u' meting as

are advaheed;: In the plaee, »
hancement of exports b lmv-prlu ?o.m;z
titioh ini foreign markets insures the home
marlset against congestion;: secondly,
and factonan are kept _running; and, fin-
ally, ' diserimination: ia ‘demanded by the

ocompetition, espec~
ially. ‘with German, British and French
exporters, in capturmg and. holding - posi-
tions: of 'ventage in-the.open markets of
the world. The defenders of this policy
maintain that. lower eelling abroad is no
proof that home prices are maintained at
an artificially high point by virtue of the
Dingley law and mutual agreement, but
that it represents in muany instances cost
pricce and loss.

DISCIPLINE.,

In these days when so much is neces-
sarily printed concerning panies due to fire
and the lessons they emphasize, it is pleas-
ant to record some of the circumstances
attending the destruction of the Hamilton
street school 'in Toronto on Tuesday last.
While this building was on fire more than
500 pupils, many of them very young,
marched out in perfect order.

The building was burned to the ground.
Fire started in the basement. On the
three floors of the school were twelve
class-rooms all filled by pupils who had
just begun their studies for the day. A
woman teacher saw smoke rising from a
radiator. She telephoned.the news to the
principal who was on another floor. He
investigated, quietly and swiftly, and found
that - the fire was seriouns. Instantly he
sounded ‘a gong which was recognized in
every room as the signal for fire drill. In
less than ‘two ‘minutes the building was
empty. - There was no disorder. No one
was injured. Yet as ‘the scholars left the
bmldmg the ﬂames Wero ma.kmz rapid
progress in the walls and wnder the floors.
So rapidly: did the fire progress the pupils
lost_their- coats and_ hats and their books.
- There could scarcely be better evidence
of the value of the drill ‘and of good dis-
cipline; in the achools than is afforded by
the m(ndent in question. -Had the twelve
rooms 'been filled: by grown men and wo-
men, nnnsed ‘46 ‘concerted movement in
obedience 0 “orders, and had word come
auddenly that the basemeht was on fire,
the result in' all probtbxhty would have
been tragic. The child taught to cultivate
coolneéss is“likely to find the lesson of
great use. in:the emergencies of after life.
All of us.do not find ourselves in peril
but many do‘at- one time or another and
for too many the first experience is fatal.

CANADIAN THEATRES.
After the Chicago theatre horror the
newspapers- in the larges Canadian cities
interviewed - the - managers - of playhouses,

ffre chiefs'and othera as to the eafeguards-

in local ithestres looking to the preserva-
tion of life in case of panic. The theatri-
cal managers syoke ocmﬁdenﬂy of asbestos
curtaing’' and the gr_e-ﬁ: tumber of exits
and, fire_escapes, but the fire chiefs were
less optimistic and  didraot dieguise their
fear that the arrangements were far from
perfect, although in most cases the man-
agers had complied with the letter of the

law. These informal investigations show-

ed, for one thing, that the building laws
governing places of amusement required
altcration. 7 -

Already the eity. sachitect of Toronto
has. decided to recommend that theatres
there have additional exits and wider and
more numerous aisles’ In Montreal a
commission of officials of the building dnd
fire depactments is to report on the condi-
tion of all public edifices in which large
crowds are essembled, and will make re-
commendations for preventing lom of life
as a result of panic.

One lesdon of the Chicago fire which ap-
pears po have impressed nearly every city
on this continent is that through ocriminal
neglect ‘and . lack .of uge the extra exits
‘and fire excapes of theatres may be found
uselesis or: inaccessible in time of peril.
Icy or blbocked fire escapes, and doore
which are locked when they should be
'open are among the dangers to be avoided.
In many casee places of qamusement are
uneafe. In all of them ocontinual n-
.apection is mecessary and no door, no mat-
ter how rarely wsed, should be locked
while an audience is in the house.

NEW BRUNSWICK COAL.

The provincial government, which has
done much to encourage the mining in-
dustry in this province, has evidently
heard with favor the application of Mr.
James P. Geddes of the Canadian Coal &
Manganese Company for a charter to build
railway lines to the coal areas of that cor-
poration. As Mr. Geddes, the company’s
managing director, has informed the gov-
ernment that the beds owned by his tom-
pany in. Kent county have been thorough-

Iy prospected during ‘three yedrs and*are ] "

found to contain some 60,000,000 tons of
coal, it will be ‘seen ‘that the operations
proposed are of great importance. If the
charter to build ‘a;road to the mines be
granted, Mr. Geddes assures the govern-
ment that it will be eonstructed in the
spring, and that an output of 500 tons a
day at first will soon be‘increased to 1,000
tons.

But a short time ago the Beersville
Railway, extending from Adamsville, on
the I. C. R., to the coal mine at Beers-
ville, Kent county, was opened for traffic
and already a considerable quantity of
coal has been carried. The property of the
Canadian Coal & Manganese Company is
in the same vicinity and includes an area
of eighty-six square miles. The compeny
is said to be very strong financially and
its determination to invest a great amount
of capital and work the mines on a large
scale is a most encouraging proof that
capitalists are becoming alive to the im-
portance. of New Brunswick’s resources.
The gevernment is-well advised in pro-

Mo {aliesd

'bhm‘those of 1902.

'thmnbgmiuh'y What hds besn dene

dlready and what is to be done in Queens

mille | and Kent counties justifies confidence that

New Brunswick ‘'may soon become a great
coal producing district.

THE ALIEN INVASION.

Over half a million eteerage immigrants
landed at the port of New York iast year.
The exact number was 619,980, or 72,783
more than in 1903, which was a record
year. By far the largér portion of these
people came from eouthern Europe,
though there were more from weatern and
northern Europe than in the previous
year. Italy contributed more ‘than any
other country. The Italiane eettle for the
most part in the eastern etates. The fol-
lowing data relative to the proportion of
illiterates, financial condition, etc., of some
of the principal races that made up the
immigration at the port during November
will be of interest:

Germans—Total, 5,882; illiterate, 103;
had §50 or more, 1,271; had less than $30,
2,600; total cach shown, §257,254; paupers,
15.

Italiang (South Italy)—Total, 8,5689; il-
Literate, 3,731; had §60 or more, 279; had
lesa than $50, 6,100; tot,a.l cash ehown,
$108,522; paupers, 49.

Hebrewe~®otal, 7,506; illiterate, 1282;
had $50 or more, 448; had less than $50,
3,388; total cxmh shown, $148,102; pa.upem,
12,

Gmtumthempwtyafmhrgea
country to absorb aliens, the effect of such
an annual influx upon the character of the

people and mshtutaon- of the whole re-
public must be very considerable, and not
in" the direction of improvement. For
New York ig only one port at which im-
migrante are continually arriving:

TREATMENT OF CONSUMPTION.

The last year has witnessed a distinct
advance in the ecientific méthod of the
treatmenit of coneumption. This bas no

.veference ' to 'the” alleed cures of which
‘several are usually  geported each year;

but to the development of - the plan. of
eanitariumn  treatment. This method ‘is
gaining ground in the. United Statea, and
the Canadian provinces, notably Ontario,
Quebec and Nova seotm ate progressing
along the same line.

The board of health of Cambridge

(Mass.), has taken eteps to prevent the

epread of the disease in' the community
and will enforge simple but effective regu-
lations for that purpose. It has. issued a
notice regarding the:tréatment. of prem-
ises where consumpnives have been ill or
have died, taking the ground that the
neglectful way in which the sverage case
im treated is one: of : the principal cauises
of the spread.of. the disease.  The: order
declares that the walls. and ceilings of
buildings kalsomined: or whiteweshed must
be treated with a eolution of wuhxng soda
and then ‘ kalsomined- -or . whitewashed
again. - Papered walls or pwpered calmus
st h'kcmee be mhed and ‘then’ paper-
ed anew. Al mmor woadwork : mutst be
thoroughly cleansed and eovered with new
paint.: Im; m_eqsq(oi very “poor people
this : regulgtion  would of course involve
some hurdship, but in the interests of the
public health it is doubtless wise.

A STINGING PARAGRAPH.

A New York paper has a scathing article
on the subject of buildings in the con-
struction of which the requirements of
the law are evaded, in order to escape ex-
pense and frouble, and declares that what
was true of the Chicago theatre is to a

greater or less degree true of hotels, tene-
ment houses, and even business blocks in |

American cities. In the following sting-
ing paragraph it plwea the responsibil-
ity:—~

At the bottom of this almost unmiversal
neglect or evasion is the all-prevailing evil
of “graft,” the willingness of owners and
lessees to. pay a moderate tribute to those
whose duty it is to hold them to a strict

observance of law in order to avoid the |

larger expense of complying with its re-
quirements, and the readiness of those in-
trusted with this duty to accept such
tribute and permit the law to be evaded.
Corrupt officials and their venal underlings
are ;esponsible in large part for this peril
to life and property, and those who bribe
them or submit to their blackmail are as
bad as they. These are offenses that
should be dealt with as severely as other
crimes that have like resalts—arson, man-
slaughter and robbery. If they camnot be
dealt with so directly by penal enact-
ments they should be held in the same
reprobation, and those guilty of them
should be made to feel the odium they
deserve. “Graft” and unscrupulous greed
among people who are not yet rated as
belonging to the criminal class are getting
to be the source of as muck peril. to the
community as that “ander world” of vice
and crime q:mtt which penal legislation
is mainly directed

. “COLOSSAL FIGURES.

A good illustration of the general proe
perity enjoyed by the United States last
year is the fact that the aggregate amount
of interest and dividend payments by raii-
road, industrial, traction, banking and
other corporations reached a figure unpre-
cedented in the history of the counmtry.
A careful calculation of these disbumse-
ments by ocorporations respecting which
accurate data is available proves, says the
New York Commercial, that the enmtire
sum was between $900,000,000 and $1,000,
000,000.

With respect to railroads, both the gross
and net earnings broke all records. It i
estimated that the gross earnings of all
the railroads in the country will show an
increase of at least $150,000,000 over those
of 1902. Proportionately, the net earnings
were not so great, owing to the increase
in wages and in the cost of all materiala ;

entering into the maintenance and opers- |

tion of railways, but it is believed the
total increase in net earnings will be be-
tween $40,000,000 and $50,000,000 greater
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. B. Reefers, size 33
to 38, now - - $2.93

$g%00 Overcoats now - $7.00

7 50 dark grey Overcoats,
size 32 to 35, now - $35.00

Men’s'and Zoys’ Clothier,

2 199 and 201 Union Street,
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| are  steel-centered,
¥ self-sharpening calks
i which can be easily
inserted or removed
8 from the shoe on the
B borse's hoof and keep
him ‘‘always ready”
and safe from falls in
slippery weather.
They save your horses

and save your moncy.
If you're not using *
them, give them a
trial this fall and win-
ter. Your shoer will
sell you a set or we
will send you a des-
criptive pamphlet on §
application.

® NEVERSLIP MANUFACTUR-NG CO., New Br.mswick, N. .

4 il

Ask for

Steel ;

" Made'by THE E. B.

,uh _:,’

CO.tand séld by aill Cr cers

oop Ware

" NOTE AND COMMENT.

The date of the federal elections? Guess
again. -
a e »
New Brunswick is still, without a rep-
renentatxve in the eabinet.
- & =
The plnmberhmnotxmémthis wea-
ther to -pend in the dxscusuon of polma
5 ® o 9 £
The()zarhadadma!melpeaee He is
likely to be reminded fowvclbly that dreams
go by opmu.m : )
- ol il ¥ J
The board of trade began the year with
a business-like meeting, resulting in action
for the benefit of the port. 3
* ® =
The harbor fishermen evidently have
faith in the habite of the sardine herring,
and look for another visit next Novem-
ber.

- % @

Hon. R. Prefontaine/ who was ques-
tioned on Saturday as to the elections,
said: ““You will, perhaps, have some
news next week,” and then the minister
added, “or next month.”

* % »

It appears that the cause of complaint
with regard to the Partridge Island whis-
tle does not lie with the operator; but
with his instructions. If there is any
fault it should be remedied. :

*« & »

A number of labor candidates were nom-
inated in the Toronto civic electiohs, but
none of them were elected. In fact they
were badly beaten, and it is charged that
the labor vote did not support them.

SR il

The Moncton Times says that arrange-
ments are on foot for a puhblic meeting
to be held in Moncton on or about the
18th inst., to be addressed by the Hon.
George E. Foster. His subject will be the
fiscal question.

*® a2 o

Speaking of the buoyant West, eggs are
gelling at eeventy-cents a dozen in Nel-
son (B.C.), and at the same price in Van-
couver. KEven the worst of actors or the
most unpopular of candidates is gafe out
there.

L el

The Exhibition Association is wige in
getting to work early. The local govern-
ment no doubt will be as generous a8
dircumstances permit. With a eguccessful
Champlain celebration in mid-summer and
a big exhibition in the autumn, St. John
phould entertain a host of visitors.

® o o

Mr. J. D. O’Connell, it appeam, has
not forgotten the last local camrpmgn in
which he was a candidate. He told the
Hampton eonvention -Thursday that the
sight of a public platform brought to his
mind unpleasant recolledtions. Four or
five more campaigns and he will get over
that modesty and sensitiveness.

* e @

as editor, and has telephone exchange con-
flection with a large number of farmers
in Tipton county. The Indianapolis even-
ing papers get into Tipton on the new
electric interurban line about 6 o’clock.
Editor Pershing takes these papers, clips
the headlines and prepares a eareful syn-

"opsiﬂ of the paper’s ‘contents, and them at

Saturday in Montreal:

There is a very‘ﬂterpr’-ing editor~ at.
Tipton, Indiana. He is postmaster as well’

a particular hour after supper he com-
Rects with all his lines running into the
country amnd proceeds to read to the farm-
ers his summary of the latest news and
follows this with the weather reports amd

market prices.
* & »

Among election rumers was this one on.
“There is a rumer
here that the writ will be issued this week

"for St. James’' Division, and if this. be. -
true it wu@»mdtcate that the general

election is off.”

As will be seen by reference to ‘the
article elsewhere quoted, the Fredericten
Gleaner heartily endorses the position .ef
the John eity council and points out that
a loss of winter trade would be a loss te
the province as well as the city. 5

* & =

Opinions cncerning the market for pro-

visions fluctuates with the war talk, and
merchants scan the columns of the daily
papers with more than usual infterest.
The gift of prophecy would be a profitable
attribute just mow. In other words, the
prophet would profit thereby.

- »

These be fat daye for the plum‘bm A

:asking that men be sent to thaw out, meme. .
water pipes, and was informed that about
200 similar applicatiors must be dealt with
before his case could be aftended to,, It'a’
an il wind that blows nobody good

. & »

The Conservatives of Charlotte and of
Kings and Albert meet today to mominate
candidates. No doubt Mr. Gamong amd
Mr. Fowler will be the men. The Lib-
erals appear to be in no hurry to organize
_—one reason for believing that- election
day may be far off.
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A candidate for the office of school true-
tee in Ottawa has figured out the tax
rate for schools in various Canadian
cities, including the institutes and high
schools, and if his etatement is even ap-
proximately correct St. John is the most
economical in that respect of half a dozen
cities named- He saye that in Ottawa the
rate is 6 1-20 mills as against 5 13-20 in
London, 5 6410 in Toronto, 5 2-10 in Ham-
ilton, 4 810 in Halifax, 4 38-100 in Win-
nipsg, and 3 6-10 in St. John.
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The Fredericton Gleaner says it has no
doubt that the constitutionality of the
provincial act relating to vital statistics
can be sustained. The St. John Gazette,
bowever, makes this remark: ‘“For some
years, however, the provincial government
has been of the opinion that the duty of
collecting vital statistics should devolve,
under the British North America Act, up-
on the dominion government and the
federal cabinet has been requested to take
charge of this work.”
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Obstruction on a scale never before seen
in this country is among the possibilities
when the Ontario legislature mecis. The
opposition, it is eaid; will begin to talk
about the vacant ecats as soon as the ees-
gion begins, and will permit the transac-
tion of no public business. They will
justify this eourse by asserting that the
government does not represent the coun-
try, and that if the vacant scats were fill-
ed Mr. Ross would find himself in oppo-
sivhen, | : e

ditizen telephomed to one of them yesterdiy




