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narrow way into the forests 
of sin that he is m danger. It is there that he- finds lions 
crouching rod ready to spring upon him.

John B un yon, in his immortal allegory, makes his Pil­
grim to encounter, at a very early stage of his pilgrimage, 
"two lions in the way." He was afterwards told that the 
fero. ious looking beasts were "placed there for trial of faith 
where it is, and for the discovery of those who have none.'' 
The Pilgrim heard the lions roar, but he went on, keeping 
in the midst of the straight road, and they did him no 
harm, for the lord of the road had mercifully muzzled them.

If vice, wild passion and unbridled appetites, hatred or 
envy have a place in your heart, you may lx* sure you have 
wantiered from the highway of holiness, for these devouring 
lions cannot travel on the King’s highway.

To say that this wav is secure, is not to say that the 
Christian upon that way will not meet the hardships of life, 
that he will not have sorrow and temporal losses, lie may 

have to suffer death for the cause of Christ, for many

mined effort to" do right, and they who plead fear of "failureг wandered from the straight and 
are unwilling to make the necessary effort ?

2. A plainess such that a wayfaring man, yea a fool, 
need not err therein.

While this is a plain way and easily distinguished from 
others, it is not necessarily a smooth way. The very t'darky 
of plainess render it rough and valuable.

In Matthew we- find this road described as a straight ami 
narrow way. We live on an incline plain and all m life 
that is ties! and worth striving for, is above ,us; People in 
social life are ever striving for something that is just a little 
higher, men in business are seeking for more business, the 
tru e student is never contented with present attainments, 
but is ever reaching out for more knowledge.

In like manner the road tolienvcii is not a smooth, mac 
adamized ohe, like the drives of-some city park, but often 
leads up steep hills of difficulty and thro' valleys of sharp 
trial. The Saviour says, "Hr that cmiieth after me must 
take up lus cross and follow me " This ry.il world 1- 
friend to grace Its currents
these marks distinguish this road from other roads, (hex. at 
the same time, give value to il

Men value those tilings that cost something N.. Indent 
works so dihgentlv as he who lias to earn ■■ very cent that 

.hr spends He knows the value of Ills time and the < net "f 
his money, hence his afr nv investing it
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And an highway shall tw there, and a way, and it shall 
Ik- • ailed The way of holiness ; the unclean shall not pass 
over it . but it shall l>r for those the wayfaring men. yea 
fools, xhall not err therein. No lion shall lie there, nor 
shall any ravenous beast gv up thereon, they sliall not be 
found there tin* the redeemed shall walk there end the
rauwiiiied of The I orvl shall return, and > npie with singing 
uiilo /mu and everlasting joy shall be upon tlieir heads 
thm dull I obtain gladness and ]vv, ami sorrow and sighing 
shall Ike awav Isaiah 35 ,:|K m

A little more than ten years ago, there sat in a room, m
1 u> ollvg, town m the south, two room-mates. 1 hr one was 

jùM beginning hie 1 ,-llegr , ourse, the other was nearing the- 
it.'s, of his , aiid'on Ills lap that morning there lav an upni 
Bible, and hiitn.it to

have been the nwirtvrs of each century I lie body suffered, 
but the spirit still traveled the King's highway. The suffer 
ing of the Waklenses of Southern France, tht* story of the 
Israel of the
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гелії mg the words which l have 

. ho*rn A*. ! 1 xi fur this morning. Mi- ideal niind quickly 
dmv-rtied tin- .natural "die isions of the tex t, mnl siw m it » 
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In- ji-vx* iiul that led io hi capital

So ni it ie*t, (In Wirier siw'ivks of |he was of hobni-s* 
whiiti і ap|H»mted by the king as s',» plain that a wav

wjlining tin
lust honors at ( ambrulgi . tletermilieil to von 1. ran limjwll 
to tire humble toils of a foreign гпочіоцшх ’< >h, ' lie vviuti

it will m-etl ru itJiei the imn nor the union to 
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Only tin* іічіегніеіі travel this road Only those who, , 

bv faith in Cbtist. ns the Divine .Si in, share m the benefits

m his dinry, "it is an arduous thing 
rout out every worldly ambition and every r.trthlx afli ' lmn. 
and live only for another world.
CiOd and his fellow-men, he shared the spirit <»l Ins' Master, 
and out of these very crosses that lw earned, In wrought 
the ladder which carried him up to a glorious u n Id 
iiiffuviice 111 the Kingdom of (iod

It seems to nie to lx* one of the greatest mistake-, of our 
time, that we base pictured to ourselves religious life to be 
so easy and so little different from the worldly life that a 
nominal Christian can travel the same way ;us л non- 
professor, or if he travels the King's highway, we have 
lowered our conception of it, until even the King's highway 
of holiness, like the way of the world, leads down the hill 
until we cannot distinguish the one way from the other, nor 
the travelers thcreujion.

awful thing

In thus savritu mg l«*i

1 • • а,: І «. ! '. 1. IV ■ I lint err therein , set lire,
.. ■ pi. rtt'l ІЄ4І bv III |X 
is fourni upoti it,.md that leads t,i the capital of.‘the great 
King into everlasting joy

In . ■'iisiilmitg thi d>g.' ! to-day, let us have regard for 
tin mituraf (In iM.nis .iriTrt 

\s a plain wav 
II. X- a secure way.

III.. \\s a

of bo atoiung xxurk.
Here we have to guard not only against wild beasts, hut 

often against our fellow men. < hi that highway, we travel 
.without fear of the man who walks beside us, for in our 
text we are told that no unc lean thing will he found upon 
this way, and in Revelation-we are told that into that city, 
which lieth at the end <»f this highway, there shall in no 
w ise enter any unclean thing, or he that worketh an abomi­
nation or a lie ; but only they which are written in the 
Lamb's book of life.

I et us then bear in mind the facts concerning the way of 
holiness : it is a plain way, a secure way, and it leads to 
everlasting joy. Let each who travels this way say with 
James : "Count it all joy, my brethren, when ye fall into 
manifold temptations ; knowing that the proof of your 
faith worketh patience. And let patience have its perfect

ideh-n imr ravenous Iveas-t, that

htnk of tlie w av of Imlmcv,
!

that leads to everlasting joy.
*• I Hie plainness of this wav is distinguished by two

1. . I he absence of all that is unclean. Vmler the old
This is not the idea of the way of holiness that lutsmoved 

the world in the past nor will it ever move the w« 
There is a conviction inwrought in the mind of man that 
(«ods way of holiness is different from his own way, and 
in this conviction he is right.

It is nota road without difficulty and the higher you

v Jewish law. to touch an unclean thing meant ceremonial 
defilement, and to jtvbid such defilement must have meant 
the і onst.uit exercise of considerable care. O11 this high­
way one traveling іs free from all such care, for ^iere no 1111- 
• lean thing is foxiiut. (brail the other ways of life, we are

>rld.

that ye may be perfect and entire, lacking in nothing.'

Facing “the Unpardonable Sin."
If there is one mental trouble above that seems to call for

rtisM.Tntlv mingling the clean and the unçlean, the man of 
pure and noble thoughts-and the man of vilest imagination, make the standard of Christian living so long as voa do

1 not make it mere theory or mysticism, the more attractive 
it will lie to men and the more favor it will have in tlieir 
lives. To lower the standard of Christian living, thinking sympathy and tenderness of treatment, it is the fear that
to attract the world, is a great mistake. Un régénéra ted one has committed “the- unpardonable sin," and| now stands
men have little use for a standard that is scarce abovetheir facing hbpelesslv the eternal consequences of this wrong-
present mode of living. They want something that іч doing. Nor is thfs fear an utterly exceptional one. Many
genuine and nothing less than God's eternal truth will a sensitive conscience has suffered from it for years. It is

bpt on this way arc found only the pure in heart.
Till* then, a distinctive mark from all other highways, 

and he 1- x*i<e \v,hb.vboosi\4 this way.
There comes to us from mythological finies, a story that 

x • 'Hercules once, on a journey, came to a point where two 
roads met. He wa> in doubt which to take. From та*

r
there emerged a maiden in gaudy attire, beckoning him her 
w ay Hercules asked her name and she replied, “My name 
іч Pleasure, but hi у eiietliies i all .me Vice." b’rom the other 
road tlx-ге emerged another maiden in modest attire, beck­
oning him her wax Hercules a>kvd her nanfe and she re- 

, }-lifd. "My name is" Virtue." (hi the journey of life we each 
«.ти- to that point where -two roads meet. Throne is the 
plain but difficult road of duty, purity, holiness. The other, 
the attractive, rass road of self, indulgence, impurity, vice 
.m«l ■ .in less neglect. I'he-civlice of the difficult road of

satisfy them. The King s highway of holiness does not worth serious thought on the part of all who would help p 
run parallel with the way of the world and so close as not souls, 
to l>e distinguished, but is plainly and easily distinguished.
If your standard of the way of holiness is not high enough 
for you to lx- certain of a marked difference between the 
Christian w-ay and the wpy of the world, be sure it is not 
high enough.

Having now thought of the way of holiness ns a plain 
way, let us now. think of it as 

II. A secure way.
I. Our text tells us that no lion shall l>e there, nor shall

Several conversations which the writer has had with one 
of these troubled souls illustrates one phase of this diffic ulty 
and a way of meeting it. A young man who was active in 
Christian work, atid who was a confessed follower of Christ, 
had puzzled over the words of our Lord that blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit could not be forgiven. Thinking 
over the subject jiersistently, he had come to fear that he 
had committed that sin, and he was oppressed accordingly.

“ ‘As I read the Bible," he said, "Whosoever shall speak
duts. juin tv. holiness, 'must In- accompanied with effort to 

it. eke one will inevitably drift into the easy way of 
self indulgence and neglect. N.. man of any worth, who any ravenous beast go up thereon, they sliall not bo found against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him,

neither in this world nor in that world which is to come,'when lilting hi> wheel, iinié's t-> a place wlierr two roads 
meet.' the ««ne.leading up a hill to a town where duty de­
mands lus pi,-4« n 1 and the otlhsr leading down to a viM-

Now I feat that I have, at some time, spoken in that way. 
If I have, there is no hojte for me."

"l>(d you do this deliberately, and with a purpose of 
lining it ? Or di<l you merely do it triffingly and irreyrr-

We have said that the Hebrew saw, thought and express­
ed his thought in figurati\*e language. , As he thought of 
the security of this highway, or way of holiness, danger, in 
his mind, took the form of a crouching lion by the wayside, 
and he says "No lion shall be there." No danger, like a cntly ?"

"It is tlx* thing itself that is spoken of by our Lord, with- 
on this way. The thought of the lion was perhaps suggi-st- out reference to the iimyr spirit of the speaker." „

"Have you rrgret>r<f your thoughtless and irreverent evil

-igr brims , where hr ti..% in> business, will throw up his fret 
àitii O'.isi un dbwn. xnnply Ixk aiLse • the wheel runs easier 
d'Wti hill than it d'H-.s up ^(•t tin* is the way hundreds of 
m«n are il'-ing to .lav 1 hey viv tin s will not l>e Christians crouching lion ready to spring'hpon its prey shall be found 
Ію ause they fear they i.iuimt live * Christian life and they 
do-nul wislt to ap|H .c Iwf.ne»tîir world m ,1 false light. ed by the lions that came among the Samaritans, lloxv- 
Now. I have great regard for the man who is < onscientious ever that may tie, the absence of lions and ravenous lieasts speech ?" 

represented the security of the way.anil does opt .wish to ap|«ear Iwfore the world in a false at­
titude , but is this really Mie ktul reason for not accepting 
Chrisi? Oi is it, when mote carefully sifted, really this:
that to lead a Christian Ufa means continuous and deter*

“Yes, indeed I have, many and many times. But that 
1. The man who really travels the King's highway need doesn't make any different* m the case of u sin that will

fear no danger. No real harm will come to him so long as not be forgiven in this world or the next, in spite of our
he is on the highway of holiness. It is only when be has repentings."
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