By Roscoe A. Fillmore our special
‘sorrespondent. — 5
For some  time befcre the event,
#be mimers of Springhill bad been
. preparing to celebrate the anmiver-

sary of the calling of the strike. On
. Amgust 10th, the anniversary

ayound. That mewssing saw eery-

. fhing prepared. Lavenpe and other
somrades bad bees busy and red
flags were flying the kength of Vietor-
ja street. Eight large banpers, each
fwelve feet in length, were strung
@exoss the street where it would be
mecessary for the parade to pass unm-
- der them.

The banners were inscribed as fol-
Jows: “‘Workingmen of the world
mmite !” ““You have nothing to lose
Sut your - chains, you bave a world
fo gain.”” ‘‘United we stand, divid-
ol we fall.”” “‘Remember at the bal-
Jot box.”” “‘Political acticn
only remedy “Read . Cotton's
Weekly and Western Clarion.”
#0ur hope is in our votes.”
fxuce, no rest.—vote as yYou str
Thus the Springhill eomrades
‘l'i.niq into their opponents the gos-
pel of Socialism.

RED FLAGS GALORE.
= At 1015 a. o the parade as-
sembled at the U. W. M. hall.
thousand men were in line headed by

is the

the

are

One

fwo bands. At the head was varried
p 8 huge red flag bearing the name of
" the loeal union. rea

Lavenne marshalle
dred little boys and girls carrying
: sumber of German comrades bearing
- aloft a huge flag of red upon which
~ were inseribed several Socialist mot-

toes in their own language.

In the rear followed thirty-seven

floats and waggons bearing the wom-
~ em and children. Altogether the sgepe
And red, red, red
was everywhere. Red butions and
, rosettes and Kair bows. Many

of the horses bore red ribbons.
¢ The men, women and children all
. Jooked well, happy and prosperous.
is a sigmificant fact that at the
twelve month strike the
appear to be just as well
their clothes look just as
normal eonditions. Very
of abject poverty were to
is no starvation
the Springhill strikers. Liter-
carloads of food were trans-
to the picnie grounds a field
about one and one half miles from
the town limits.

CHILDREN ENJOY THEM-
SELVES.

To the Socialist nothing could be
more gratifying than the sight of the
bright little faces of the children all
sticky with candy, of which there
was a ton provided for their delecta-
tion, appearing hugely happy. And a
Socialist at the sight of their hap-
piness indulge in dreams and
speculations as to the future of these
Will they ever be bound
the chains of wageslavery 7 Not
ir fathers and mothers do their
ly by themselves and their class.
these children are old enough
ones of their own gala

be the  rarities that

the today. Under capitalism
. time is figured from these days. They
80 rare—it is seldom that the
ones have an opportunity to

§
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the picnie.””

til parks and play grounds
t the collectivity will provide.
a race of men and women will
ng up that will both intellectu-

small red flags. Then came a large *°

of
When the work-!" * g
take for themselves the reins of: eF5t_from attending.
3 i igoes to show that these masters of

THE SPRINGHILL
~ MINERS CELEBRATE

S £
They Have Fought Their Bosses for a Year and
~ * ' Please Cod Will Fight Them Another

“ticians. These men whom they had
‘voted for sent soldiery to slaughter
them should they try to improve
their eonditions. He ended with a
plea for the support of a third party
whether that party be Socialist or
Labor.

Anton

Heinell, a Bohemian com-

rade, pext took the platform and.

spoke to his countrymen in their
own language. His message was
solidarity and be ecalled upon his
bearers to always and everywhere
stand by their colors. * -

Adam Young of Springhill, then
recited a_poem setting forth in
rhyme a synopsis of the events lead-
ing up to the strike and the oceur-
rences since the déglaration. ;

George Manion of Glace Bay, offi-
cial U. M. W. interpreter, next took
the platform. He asked the audience
to tell bim of what “use all their
toiling and labor had been to them.
They looked as well and prosperous
strike as they had
orking long hours
A few rieh eontrol the lives of the
“free”” Camada as clse-

workers in

where. It is high time for the work-
ers to wake up. God will never hand
you out of a river. .if you fall in.

Neither will He give you your free
dom. You've got to take the things
you want.
Jules Lavenne then came on and
recited in French.
David of

hen took the platiorm.

Irvine Hastings, Pa.,
Mr. Irvin-
a clear thinker and talker and has
made himself a great favorite among
the men for his decent and straight
forward style in dealing with them.
He opened by complitnenting the men
upon the straight and clear eut fight
they were making. They were fight-
ing, not because they were unreason-
able, but because the company would
not give them decent treatment. The
company had spent between $750,000
and $1,000,000 in this fight,—more
than the ecompany would have spent
in many years had the demands of
the strikers been granted. The eom-
pany claimed it could not pay better
wages because of the losses it had
|sustained. Mismamagement was re-
| sponsible for the losses of the com-
pany if it had really experienced any.

He pointed out that the U. M. W.
was not a Socialist organization. It
was not the U. M. W.-that had made
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are scabbing them out of their daily‘j
bread.

How long, ch workers;-how long
will you refuse to open your eyes and
seevyour ftrue position? How long
do you purpose allowing your mas-
ters to use you as pawns in their
game of oppression 7
———————

SOCIALISM

Socialism is a eonscious endeavor
to ‘substitute organized co-operation |
for existence in place of the present
anarchial competition for existence,
or the system of social organization
calculated to bring this about. This
definition, though it gives, perhaps,
adequate expression to the aetive
and praetical side of Soeialism,
leaves out of aceount altogether its
theoretical basis. From this point
of view, Socialism is an attempt to
lay the foundation of.a real science
of sociology, which shall enable man-
kind, by thoroughly understanding
their past and present, to compre-
hend, and thus, within limits, to
control the movement and develop-
ment of their own society in' the!
near future. Consequently Soeial-

ismi in its wide sense is not, as is

‘da_\'s of the

The Value of Unionism

i
By R(-blé‘n Hunter.

Let him who questions the value of

Unionism pause to consider for a mo-

ment just one thmg that Unionism

I has accomplished.

It is well known that in the early
present factory system
the day’s work extended usually to
fourt or sixteen hours.

This long day existed for all work-
ers, the skilled -and the unskilled,
the children as well as the men and
women. ¢

The workers had not yet learned to
organize and as individuals they were
utterly helpless to effect a change in

the hours of their labor or in the
scale of their wages.
There were of eourse no laws ‘to

protect them and so they lived en-
tirely at the merey of their employ-
ers.

The normal conditions that existed
little more than half a century ago
in England and elsewhere through-
out the world of the factory system
are equal today only in ecertain
vlague spots.

When one reads stories of the mis-

still eommonly ‘thought, a mere as-

piration for a better state of soe
iety, still less only a series of pro-
posals to mitigate the evils arising
from  the present. social arrange-
ments.

Modern scientific Soecialism essays

|to give an intelligible explanation of
{th growth of human ~<»('i<~t}ﬁ9nd to
{show that as eaeh step in

|eourse of development from-the in
|stitution  of private " property,
ilhruuzh chattel slavery, serfdom.
I;md wagedom, was inevitable, so the
| next step from ecapitalism to Soeeial-
{ism is also inevitable.

| The which Soecialists have
lin view is that this, the final trans-
| formation, should be ‘made consecious-
f‘ v by an organized, educated, and
iinh'lhm-nl people, instead of uneon-
|sciously, and therefore tempestuous
{ly, by groups of discontented, em-
bittered, and ignorant workers.
Agitation against the injustice of
the present system of produetion.
therefore, is only valuable so far as
it educates men and women to ap-
preciate the tendency of the time,
and leads them to organize for the
attainment of the definité end which
the evolution of economic forms has
made ready. Whether the great
great change will be brought about
peaceably or forcibly has no bearing
upon Socialism in itself, but de
pends upon the stage of development
which has been reached in each eivi-
lized country, and the attitude which
the dominant elass may adopt in re-
lation to the demands which the
economic situation impels the pro-

object

so many Socialists in Springhill and
elsewhere. It was oppression. The
masters had borne_down too hard
and had proved to the workers that
an irreconcilable confliet existed be-
tween capital and labor. The mas-
ters had preached the “identity of
interests” gag and at the same time
refused to treat the workers as bu-
man beings. The workers were be-
ginning to awaken. They were begin-
ning to be sick of selling thems-:lves
as commodities, things, at so 1uch
per. And this was responsible for the
growth of Socialism. He ended by
appealing to the strikers to stay out
till the fight was settled and settled
right.
A HUGE SUCCESS.

Thé demonstration was a huge suec-
cess. Probably three thousand people
attended. Many came from Joggins,
Chignecto and Amherst. In this con-
,mection it may be said that an Am-
herst paper the day before announced
that the affair had been cancelled be-

cause of the likelihood of a riot en-

suing. This was a pure fabrication
and was perpetrated for the purpose
ing sy thizers from Am-
All of which

ours and their syeophant press are
| getting so weak that they are bolster-
ing their power by lies and misrep-
resentations.

Everything passed off quietly. The

ducing classes to make. . . .

With the establishment of national
and eventually of international Soe-
ialism, mankind resumes the defi-
nite control over the means and in-
struments of production, and mas-
ters them henceforward for all time
instead of being mastered by them.
By such co-operative industry, whose
power over nature is inereased by
each fresh - invention and discovery,
a carapace of repression is lifted
from the faculties of each individual,
and wealth being madeé as plentiful
as water by light, wholesome labor,
all freely contribute to inerease their
own happiness as well as that of
their fellows. Human nature as-
sumes a new and higher character in
a society in which the surroundings
are such that life is not, as today,a
constant  struggle against the pres-
sure of want and the temptations of
misery. Instead of the personal, lim-
ited introspective, individual ethicis
the social, altruistic broad ethie in
which the duty toward society neces-
sarily involves the highest duty to-
ward a man’s self. Woman, relieved
of economie and soeial subjugation,
will assume her place as the social
equal of man.

So far, therefore, from individual
initiative and persomal freex in
the highest sense being limited and
stunted, human beings will have the
opportunity for attaining to a level
of physieal, moral, and mental devel-
opment such as the world has never
seen. The golden age of society is,
indeed, not in the past, but in the
future. —H.M. Hyndman.

touiﬂ:ith Toronto i
Finnish Hall, 214 Adelatde S¢
W., or the Jewish Hall, 185 Queen

e long |

and low wages of those
i-.\ onders how
{to live at all.

| How

workers gener

days

|it is by no means easy to say, but
|we do know that the condition of

{ithe workers has vastly improved
wherever they have learned to value |
| anitys

| In those trades where the men have
|known enough to fight for their

| rights and to stand together there
| has arisen what some scoffers like to
call an ““aristocracy of labor.”
And if in eertain trades there
ndeed aristoerats of labor it
simply because thev have had intelli-
| zence_enough to fight together,

are

is

pay dues to one organization and to !

thattle
idarity.

And what they have done all other
workers ean do.

The “‘aristoerats” hold ne patent
on their methods of actiom and by
acting in the same manner all other
toilers ean win all the *‘aristoerats”
have won.

Now it is difficult to ascertain
just how much union workers have
benefited by higher wages.

In that matter there is always the
question as to the increased cost of
living whiech makes difficult any
comparison of wages here and abroad
or of wages now with those of forty
years ago.

The best one can do is to ecompare
wages and hours today in one trade
that is unorganized.

This has been well done by the
Department of Labor at Washington
and the figures gathered by that de-
partment show- “beyond dispute the
énormous benefits {hat have come to
labor as a result of organization.

Consider for one moment the fol-
lowing facts.

We all know that the workers in
the iron and steel trade are poorly
organized and we find that the hours
of labor in this trade are from sixty
to seventy-two per. week.

" The hot blast men in all parts of
the country work about eighty-four
hours per week.

On the other hand we all know
that the stone and granite cutters
are well organized.

When we look wp the figures of
their hours we find that they work
about forty-eight hours per week.

The briek - layers, the carpenters,
the hod carriers, the painters, the
paper hangers, and the plumbers are
highly organized trades and when
we find that they rarely average
more than fifty' hours per week.

These workers then are the aristo-
erats of labor simply because they
are well united in their trade, are
loyal to their organization, pay their
dues and fight 2 common battle.

It would be difficult to find an
g in support of unioni so
potent as this one.

To find one,set of workers like the
stone ecutters working forty-eight
hours per week and another set of
workers in the iron and steel trade
working eighty hours per week should
alone be enough to .convinece every
toiler in this wide land of the value
of unionism.

But this is not all. The hot blast
men who work on an average of
four hours per week obtain only
about sixtéen cents per hour for their
labor. ?

The stone eutters who work on an

always with unity and sol-

ery and oppression, the long hours |
one |
the workers managed |

much the econdition of _the
¥ hasvbeen improved |

to,

|GIVES IN ONE LIFE WHAT Ol\'El
STONE CUTTER WOULD NEED
|TWO LIVES. TO GIVE AND HE

GIVES “THE LABOR OF TWO
{LIVES FOR LESS MONEY THAN
A STONE CUTTER RECEIVES
FOR THE LABOR OF HIS ONE
LIFE.

Think of this and then consider
how tragic it is that one must actu-
ally persuade working men to believe |
in industrial unity.

It is almost impossible to believe
that any class of the workers should
be blind to the value of unionism or
loth to suffer almost anything to
achieve it.

And what astounding evidence of
working class stupidity it would be
if the workers of this eountiry should
withgut a fight allow their unions te
be drushed and their right of organi-
zation taken away by the ecapitalist
legislature and eourts.

The value of unity is so clear, the
gains for those who have united are
so evident and the necessity of or-
ganization for all workers is so
great that /it would seem that men
if they have imtelligence 1o fight for

Chubs of 5 Yearlies, $200
m

The 10,000 Mark

The ten thousand mjrk has been
struck. Now Cotton's is safe from
suecessful attack by politician, judge
or official. -

I bave wanted power for the paper,
power that ecould be used for the
people against their exploiters, for

| the toiling many against those who

plundér them. I have wanted power
for the paper that it might fight
a good fight for humanity agaimst
privilege, for peace against the blood
thirsty rulers of Canada. The pa-
per now possesses the beginnings of
power.

It is estimated that each copy of a
paper is read by four persons. This
means that Cotton’s now is being
read by forty thounsand persons. Is
not that a hopeful fact for the com-
ing of the revolution ?

Those forty thousand readers are
| being filled with revolutionary spirit.
| They are being filled with a eruel in-
dignation against those who, through
control of the means of life, keep.the

anything they would surely fight for
this.

—_— ———

POEMS FOR
THE PEOPLE

VOICES.
By Dora B. Monteficre.
Hark to the
day,

voices whisperifig thr

ugh the

|~ The
|

tling reeds,

ing spray,
The voices murmuring in the swell
ing seeds:
One song, one hope they hymn,

| A voice T hear of toilers in the heart
I Of eitv's gloom, who erave for
| leave to live,
And work and die, like ‘men; who
claim their part
In this world’s heritage. . Shall we

not give
An answer to thaf eryv,
Lest patience in them die 7

Another voice I hear—a woman's
wail

For sister women trampled under
foot

Out of God’s likeness; erushed out-
side the pale
That shelters happier ones.
at the root
Of womanhood's ideal
Creeps the low real !

Lo!

After it come in surging waves of

sound
The women’s voices all with ““Set
us free !
Too long the slave of slaves; too

long the round
Of saerifice unconseious daily we
Invoke. We, too, would rise
Through eonscious sacrifice 1"

Ah ! voices of the weak and the de-
spised,

Break forth in singing, for your
day has eome !
darkest hour
surprised,

And those that wander, they are
nearest home.

Sad voieces sob and fall,

But never cease to eall.

For do ye throb with saered strain

The is by the dawn

That ealls on man to join in
brotherhood;
And do ye not rise on strong wings
of pain,
To save frue woman through her
motherhood ?

Ah, brothers, sisters, greet
These voices strange and sweet.

Greet every trembling voice of dawn-
ing day;
The voices whispering through the
rustling reeds,
The voices singing through the swirl-
ing spray,
The voices murmuring through the
swelling seeds.
One song, one hope they hymn,
Though song and hope seem dim
etk

O GOD OF LOVE !
Verne Dewitt Rowell.
O God of Love! O God of Love !
Teach me the meaning of the glad
church bells,
Ringing - sweet -music o’er a world a
hells.

Oh, dost thou hear the voice of
weak ones ery ?

Is it for naught that starving mil-
lions die ?

Dost ‘thou reward them im a world
above 7 > $

O God of \Love ! O God ‘of Love #

Shall not ‘war, hatred, death and:
Sorrow '

At the, message of Love, Joy
and

\
Else dost thou take delight in irony,
Let Love eu-*hl’iu’--hal.
eruel aecree!
O God of Love | 0'.God of Love !
Western University,.

voices of the dawning |

o - 1 | ]
The voiees swirling through the surg-

Though song and hope seem dim. |
£

many in bondage. But their eruel
| indignation is also intelligent. It is
inot  the blind movement of forces
{lhax ushered in the French revolution
tamid seas of blood. It is a eon-
movement for the change of
{the system of privilege now support-
led by eorrupt politician, sveophant
priest and brutal military offieer.

{sciots

With power comes protection. You

have shown in the past, Comrades,
wghat vom will proteet your, paper.
When the fight presses hotter you

will protect vpur paper, not by your
ones and twos and tens, but by vour
hundreds and thousands. S
| * With power comes the duty of us-
ing it. Cotton’s, because you have
tentrusted it with power to fight your
battles. must press the fight forward
in the very teeth of tyranny and en-
trenched privilege bolstered by black-
robed advocates, black ecapped judges
{and the barred doors of prisons.

I Cotton’s may ecommit erimes ac-
{eording to eapitalist laws. Cot-
ton’s may become guilty of eontempt
jof court and some henchman judge
iwhose soul is warped by long servi-
|tude to the thieving laws of Canada,
may attempt to fasten his judicial
tentacles on Cotton’s to suck its life
blood with heavy fines.

Then it will bé a struggle between
the foreces of life and the forces of
reactionary laws that ever seek to
keep the life of the toilers of Canada
from being made happy, free and
wholesome.

And I know that the Comrade
Army that has struggled so bravely
and well, with such saerifice to it-
self, to give Cotton’s thé power to
fight its battle for liberty, will not
fail the paper in its hour of need.

Ten thousand subseribers. Forty
thousand readers.  You who read
this, are you not filled with renewed
courage to press forward the fight
for the freedom of the workers ?
Does there not come over you a glad
knowledge that you are not alone in
your fight, but that' all around you
are revolutionaries like yourself and
that you are encompassed with a
mighty host of Comrades who are
thinking the same thoughts, longing
for the same freedom, and reso’ved
like yourself never to rest until that
freedom for the workers is written in
the laws, of Canada ?

In the name of Cotton's Army I
serve notice upon the capitalist poli-
ticians, capitalist judges, and capi-
talist exploiters that they must give
way to those who are pledged to
economic liberty and the freedom of
the wage slaves.

Circulation Statement
Following is the statement of circu-
lation for-the issue of August 18th.
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