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Triplets arrived at the Tozer home,
one girl. They each weighed five pound
the pride of their parents, Mr, and Mrs.
Lane, who was called in. ! i

Totronto, two weeks ago—two boys and
s. The trio are strong and healthy and
Norman Trozer, according to Dr. R. D.

Is The Government Competen;f

To Run The Railwa'_ys?

{Literary Digest.)
Government ' inefficiency as shown in
war-work is the charge on which some
editorial observers oppose government
operation of the railroads, but those who
favor it for the duration of the war

an absolute necessity for victory. Great
Britain was in the same predicament in
the first stages .of this strugglee, the
New Orleans Times-Picayune X

and promptly nationalized the railways,
guaranteeing security-holders the same
dividends they had ' received in peace
days. Among the advantages of the new
order this journal notes that all trains
de luxe could be taken off because com-
petition had been abolished, and an im-
‘mense staff of clerks could be dispensed
with because it would be no longer
neecssary to divide receipts among the
various lines. Under the new plan each
station keeps the money it takes in and
turns it over to the government, and

: A

“one need not be an expert to perceive
that such a system would mean a vast

economy of time, labor, and cash in our
case.” The Times-Picayune thinks also
that the British plan affords the “bene-
fits of public ownership without the in-
evitable dangers,” but is chiefly con-
cerned with the fact that no half-meas-
ures will do in this crisis of America’s
and the world’s fate. The New Yerk
American, which stanchly crusades for
government ownership, quotes C. S. Mel-
len, formerly president of; the New
Haven system, as advocating that the
government take over the management
of the railroads for the time and “con-
sider later whether its control should
be made permanent after our present
duty of winning the war is behind us.”
But E. P. Ripley, president of theSanta
Fe system, is quoted in the Kansas City
Times as saying that government oper-
ation of railroads would end in failure
because “railroading is a great scientific
industry,” while government is “a poli-
tical machine,” and in Mr. Ripley’s
opinion a political machine can never
succeed in the management of a great
industry. The Times, which differs
with Mr. Ripley, holds that the way to
have government operation successful is
to retain successful railroad men like Mr.
Ripley in charge, and observes:

“The government has already sought
the services of such men in-the railroad
work now in progress. It has sent the
vice-president of the Pennsylvania sys-
tem to France to build railroads. It has
taken the president of the Baltimore &
Ohio for one important position, and the
president of the Southern system for an-
other, and the president of th; Union
Pacific for another. ;

“There is no reason why the govern-
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7 1‘17 went should not operate the roads in the

’ sl gk rﬂ war-emergency on the same basis as un-
(‘__/ = ider a receivership, with the existing
el istaffs. Mr. Ripley, of course, ought to!

Foxl'- the ‘outdoor

| be in charge of the Santa Fe system—!
i unless his services were required higher
{up. Only the roads would be operated
,as a single system in the interest of the |
| whole country, without regard to the.
| profits of individual lines.” ; :
| The Kansas City Star believes the|
| country is ready for radical measures,
! and, recalling England’s procedure, says
i that what the British government has
done the American government can do.
. The St. Louis Star calls attention to the
increased demand for service by the rail-
roads, a demand. nearly 100 per cent
above that of peace times, but faced
with scarcely any adidtions to the mo-
tive power and car capacity, and it says:
“There npust be a tremendous addition
to railroad rolling-stock and other fa-
cilities. The roads have neither the
money nor the credit with which to. pay
for it. The government has the credit
and can get the money. That is the only
way out.” The St. Louis Globe-Demo-
crat, doubts whether government control
would be effective, yet admits that it
would have: certain distinct advantages,
and it, too, cites England’s procedure
with approval. At the same time we
are reminded that this is a. temporary
arrangement for great emergency and
that “such control has no necessary re-
lation to government owmership. It is
a stewardship, assumed under the stress
of a great necessity, and to be fully ac-
counted for when the stress is removed.”

Among the journals opposed to gov-
ernment control is the Chicago Tribune,
which tells us that in the eight months
we have been at war the government has
undertaken the management of a variety
of great enterprises, and—

“Our judgment as to the success of
that management should have an im-

of the railroad problem through govern-
mental control.

“It is not the purpose here to criticize
the experiments in governmental man-
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Many in the city will hear with re-
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But it must be set down as the consid-
ered verdict of impartial observers that
these experiments have not been con-
spicuously successful. The most import-
ant project of all, shipbailding, has got
along the worst. William Hard is auth-
ority for the statement that more ships
would have been -constructed if the
emergency-ship corporation had never
been created.

“During these eight months the rail-
roads have been called upon to play an
enormous part in the government’s war-
activity. They have met the demand
practically to the limit of their capacity.

The statement is made that they have

carried 25 per cent more traffic than last
year.

“This record may fairly be compared
with the record made in industries un-
der federal mangement. The compar-
ison, to say the least, gives no encour-:
agement to advocates of governmental |
control.”

To add to the staggering. burdens of |
the national administration direct re-|

been ‘proven by centuries
£ of use, and dietitians and phy-
the - world® over are
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| United States, employing more than 1,-
al o

their endorse-

readily assimi-
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Made only by

single track, are mu‘ch less than 60,000
miles, as against about 270,000 miles
operated in this country.” The New
York Times notes the statement of Fair-
fax *Harrison, chairman of the railroads’
war board, that American lines are tak-
!ing care of a volume of traffic more than
{50 per cent greater than in 1915, and

and The Times proceeds:

“The federal government has about
800,000 soldiers in its training camps.
Many are without blankets; although
they are called to service for fighting, not
iall of them have rifles. There is a lack
{ of comforts, of the necessary equipment.
i How is it possible to argue that the gov-
iernment, with these inefficiencies proved

‘ against it, would be able to mana £

ge ef-
| ficiently the great railway system of the

500,000 men, carrying an annnal total of
1,500,000,000 tons of freight, operating
more than 250,000 miles of line, trans-!
porting more than 1,000,000,000 passen—l
gers a year, and having operaling ex-/

sponsibility for the conduct of the rail-: penses of $2,500,000,000 a year? The Buct

ways, says the New York Wall Street
Journal, would be to “invite disaster,”
and it yrged that the railroads’ war
board be empowered with “all the free-
dom ‘and the powers that it can legiti-
mately use, and then to hold it in€xor-
ably responsibie- for- the results.” * The
New York Herald maintains that Eng-
land’s action in taking over the rail-

' roads is not necessarily a good example,

for “the aren of England and Wales is
only 58,000 square miles, compared with
the 3,000,000 square miles of the United
States, and English railways, reduced to
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“without material enlargement in plant,l

gret of the death in France of Privatc .
C. Fraser Dick. Private Dick was well '
known in St. John some five years ago,’
when he went west. He had many
friends in St. John and many expressions

PRIVATE C. FRASER DICK, for-
merly of St. John, reported killed in
action on Oct. 33, He had two brothers
at the front.

of general regret will undoubtedly be
heard whe nit is realized that he is no
more. !
Private Dick was the youngest son of
the late John M. Dick, of this city, and
| Mrs. Dick, now of Lee Court, Winnipeg.
: He left 'the city five years ago, going to
i Saskatoon in theservice of the Royal
| Bank of Canada. He later joined the
staff of the Canadian Bank of Com-
merce and was in their service at the
time of his enlistment with the 6th Uni-
veristy Company, P. P. C, L. L, May,
1916. Going overseas in the fall he
served in the battalion and brigade ma-
! chine guns for nearly a year going
| through Vimy Ridge and other battles.
i Private Dick was slightly wounded in
May and made the supreme sacrifice on
Oct. 13.
{ Two brothers of Private Dick went to
| France with, the first division and are
at the front.
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BENNY KAUFF REJECTED
BY AMERICAN ARMY

New York, Dec. 26—Benny Kauff is|}ars, the largest amount of money ever

- | THE pAW

|
l

perior in every way,
the attention of all
ticularly in view of
account of the large
cream of tartar.

yes. Benny considers himself almost &s
i good a ball player as he is a marksman
| —and that’s saying a mouthful. Kauff
told the exemption bocrd all about his
qualifications or perhaps they figured
that in time Benny would capture all the
gold brald in the country.

Benny cannot understand why he was
turned down. He.is a graduate of a coal
mine and he -considers this the highest
qualification for service in the trenches.
Perhaps the exemption board did not
consider his extraordinary ability with a
gun, but he could not rifle his way by
and’ now there’s nothing for him to do
but to stick with McGraw and see one
of the most capable marksmen in the
country go to waste.

OFFERS MILLICN FOR
WILLARD-FULTN BOUT

New York, Dec. 26—One million dol-

iness of_the railways is greater than that! ineligible for draft army. The outfielder offcred for an athletic event in the his-

!appears from the fact that while the
!railways can successfully be operated
only by trained men, we are accustomed
.to entrust the business of the govern-
'ment to whatsoever persons the ‘people
may elect, with little regard for their
. previous training”

i The New York Commercial cpnsiders
'government contfol an extremely dan-
' gerous experiment, which “has not work-
{ed well in regard to food and shipbuild-
;ing.” It must prove still weaker in
ihandling such a technical business as
the railroads, in the view of this auth-
ority, which believes that “given finan-
cial assistance, freedom from legal fet-
ters, and protection against labor
| troubles,” the railroad executives are bet-
!ter qualified to unify and operate the

iwaste time in learning what to do and
{how to do it” That the railroads will
have to be run by railroad men is the
: opinion of the Pittsburg Dispatch, which
'is in the centre of the zone of traffic
Econgestion, and observes: .

“It may be asked, then, what advan-
tage there can be in government direc-
tion, since presumably the same men

|

imust have charge of the actual opera-
|tion. Or the question may be turned;
|around and it may be inquired what|

i cause of delay or confusion under the

presént system of railroad operation can
! be removed by transfer to governmental
| operation? The government already has
lits priority laws. What more could it
[do if it attempts to direct the highly
. technical operation of the roads itself?
' Commissioner McChm;d, the advocate of

! government operation, admits in his owan

i brief that most of the delay and con-
i fusion has been caused by the conflicting
| and. diversified efforts of various govern-
i mental agencies to secure priority for
| their own needs. If that is the case the
\union_ and simplification needed would

i seem to be in the government’s own ac-!

tivities.
“As to the financial needs, if the rail-
roads cannot obtain the capital required

for the betterments essential to meeting

the task before them, the government
surely might as well loan them the
money as to underwrite the war con-
tracts of our Allies with American man-
ufacturers. One is as necessary to win
the war as the other.”

Frowz Washington a correspondent of

‘the Railway Age Gazette (New York)

{of the government, save in war time. It: of the Giants was recently called before | tory of the world, is Matt Hinkel’s pid
‘4s much more complex and difficult, as the exemption board and it was ledrned for the Willard-Fulton championship

i that one arm was shorter than the pout, provided it is held in New York,

! other. And now Uncle Sam loscs one

| Philadelphia or Cleveland, and allowed

of his best little marksmen in the coun- | ¢o t ty-fi d This off
go twenty-five rounds. s offer
try. Never knew Benny could shoot. Oh, i was made by Mr. Hickel last week.

“A championship battle between Jess

Willard and Fred Fulton will be a won-
derful spectacle,” said Hinkey, “and as

in some quarters that railroad execu-|it will benefit the Red Cross, an enorm-

ltells us the opinion has been expressed
1

 tives—

1 “woudl succeed much better if di-

ous sum of money should be realized.
It would seem -as if the bars could be

irected by a government transportation ' raised to permit the showing of moving

! director ‘who knows no more about rail-| pictures of the battle in the United

i roading than Dr. Garfield knows about ' States.”
i coal, as one writer put it. The same] Jess Willard, the heavyweight cham-

| writer said that Dr. Garfield’s ‘success’ pion of the world, is going to dictate
| has been attributed to the fact that he the terms when he boxes for the benefit
. knows no more about coal than the aver- of the Red Cross. - He made it plain
| age man who occasjonally tends his own' when he declared that he would meet
i “th board that 1 d‘furnace; that he glories in the fact and | anyone that a committee of five news-
e L Ly MW o at WoOuld 4.+ the \president had appointed him papermen name as his opponent. He

for that reason.”

l

doesn’t care whether that opponent is
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Fred Fulton or anyone else.‘b are
Willard’s terms: ! ;
“Bout to be held in.Chicago, New
York or some big city, preferably Chice
ago; contest to be limited to ten rounds,
to no decision, with no title at stake;
contest to take place next summer, when
it can be held in a ball park with large
seating capacity; all the money taken
in from the bout and moving pictures
go to the Red Cross.” .
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i

It strops them, keeps them. |
free from rust, shaves and is
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MUTT AND JEFF—ON THE LEVEL, AIN'T IT TH

E TRUTH? : .

(COPYRIGHT, 397, BY H. C. FISHER,

TRADE MARK REGISTERED.)

~. BY BUD” FISHER

{WHAAT'S THe mAaTTeR |
WITH You, JEFFE, You
LOOK AS HAPRY AN
AS A WET "

Hen!

THERE'S A

I ORDERED TH!S
SYEAK BROIWLED
MEDIUM AND 1T'S
BURNY TO A (RISP.
T can'T EAT \T.

NO MIND

H(THER!

SRR /9777 7

THE TROUBLE WITH You
1% THAT You DoN'T
KNOW How T ORDER.

ORDERING. YOU GOTTA-
EXPLAIN To THE WA(TER.
WHAT You WANT. He's

OH, GARCON! COME

BRoILED
KNACK (N

READER.

GARCON, L WANT A TenDERLON
sTeAak THREe INCHES THicK

A VERY H6U FIRE. I WANT
THE CHoIcEST cuT (N THE

KiTCMeN! GeT
THAT? THE
cHacest !!

| AND

ELEVEN MIATES OVER_

NICE

AND REMEMBER, OVER

THE HoT coaL'S ELEVEN
MwvTes!! angm?
THAT'S ALLL

GARCON, TELL THE& ]

CHEE I WANT THE ERAVY .
002InG EBROM ALL SIDES, /)
AND T SMETHER T WITH—~

TENDER ONIONS.

GIVE ME
FIVE cevTs
WORTH oF
PEANUTS




