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THE OAKLAND. any oilier nation surrounded by the same natural cir­
cumstances ; and the proud and ingenious Briton pos­
sesses few characteristics in common with the poor, 
timid, inhabitant of Van Diemen's Land. We find the 
most discordant masses intermixed and living together 
under the same sky ;’in the ionermost parts of Africa, 
the Arabian dwelling with th e negro, and far surpas­
sing the latter in every mental endowment—in its 
southern districts, the Caffre hording with the Hotten­
tot, with whom be has no earthly similitude—and to­
wards the northernmost confines of Scandinavia, the 
Laplander hunting with the Swede and Norwegian.

If we weigh the effect of physical circumstances, to 
which is usually attributed the formation of national 
character, it will be found to depend neither necessari­
ly nor demonstrably upon the influences ascribed ta 
them : on the contrary, we shall frequently find the 
closet affinity of character existing where those circum­
stances wear the most widely diverse aspects. A clear 
atmosphere is held to foster gentleness of manners, and 
give vitality to art and science ; and Greece and Italy 
are cited in proof of the justness of this inference. The 
sin face of the globe, however, will shew us many d 
country wheie the atmosphere is more rarified than in 
those tegions ; and such are the islands of the South 
Seas, or the elevated plain of Peru, Quito, or Mexico, 
yet, in these, where shall we discover the manners and 
intellectual energy of the olden Greeks ? Whilst under 
the dense and humid sky of England, man has reached 
a state of intellectual advancement to which few other 
nations have attained. Again ; large rivers are esteem­
ed conducive to the interchange of social relations, 
and. consequently, to human civilization ; and the 
proofs of thi* argument are drawn from the Nile and 
the Indus. Now, the largest streams which exist are 
those of South America, along whose banks the an- 
civilized Indian toi s for a bare and miserable exis­
tence ; whilst the Dane, who is scarcely inferior to the 
most intelligent of his contemporaries. In-ads a soil un- 
fcitilized by a single stream. The Mediterranean is 
brought forward to exhibit the propitious influence at­
tending large masse# of water encompassed by land ; 
yet where shall we discover the minutest traces of ci­
vilization along the capacious Lakes of North Ameri­
ca, around the Caspian, or among the numberless 
thickly-studded isles of the Indian seas ? The coasts 
of the Cattegat, w heie social intercourse is impeded 
hy storms and sand banks, and floating fields of ice, 
are ennobled by those civil institutions and mental 
energies which will be sought after in vein among the 
islands of that ocean, on which the name of u the Pa- 
cific” has been appropriately bestowed.

The slender influence derivable from climate will 
become still more apparent, when it is recollected, 
that nations which have abandoned their native soil, 
and sought a home noder stranger skies, have under­
gone no change whatever in their character.—Among 
the colonists who have settled in the interior of the co­
lony at the Cape of Good Hope, there is no difficulty 
in recognizing the Dutchman ; yet hh dwelling stands 
upon an elevated plain, which is celebrated for the 
dryness of its soil and atmosphere, whilst his ancestors 
toiled in a land, damp as it was flat and low, and en­
veloped in a dense atmosphere of fog. In India we 
shall find as little difficulty in detecting the English­
man, as the Spaniards in South America or the descend- 

of the Gaul and Briton in the Canadas or United 
States; wliiirt the Jews, dispersed over the face of 
every nation, and scattered beneath every various sky, 
afford an interesting proof, lhat the peculiar charac­
teristics of an individual race may be faithfully rerain, 
ed under the most striking dissimilarities of physical 
ckco instances.

The lapse of time will be frequently marked by a 
deterioration in the national character, though soil and 
climate remain unchanged. In vain should we seek to 
discover, among the Greeks of the present day, those 
traits of character aod expressions of intellectoal 
greatness which distinguished their forefathers in the 
hour of their noblest splendour ; and yet the Grecian 
sky is not less translucent, nor its atmosphere less kind­
ly, than they were In former ages ; and if this unfor­
tunate race should succeed io raising themselves fret» 
their present low estate, one circumstance, at least, is 
placed beyond a doubt, they will not owe their eleva­
tion to any revolution of their climate. The Scandi­
navian sky has undergone little or no alteration, yet 
the Scandinavian himself has risen from the deeps of 
barbarism to a state of civilized prosperity.

Let it not be imagined that we ore inclined altogeth­
er to deny the influence of climate, and other physi­
cal causes. There are regions, these opetate with so 

In order to eradicate the common error which indu- 9*nister an effect, that the inhabitants, though incessant- 
ces us to consider nature as the almost exclusive mo- i contending against them, are incapacitated from at­

taining any eminent degree of mental refinement ; and 
such must be the event, where the climate is over­
charged with cold or beat, or where the atmosphere is 
loaded with unwholesome vapours. The Icelanders 
afford, however, a signal instance of the extent,to t^hich 
the inward powers of man are. capable of overcoming 
such obstacles as these.

The effect» of what are termed “ moral causes’* on 
national character are beyond the limits of the present 
discourse : yet we cannot refrain from observing, that 
in this particular, also, too great a stress has been laid 
upon isolated appearances. One party will profess to 
resolve such efleets into.ihe influence of legislation and 
political institutions ; another will refe^ them to that 
of education • and a third, to- the impulses of religion. 
All these causes are undoubtedly co-operative ; nay, 
they are far more influential than any physical impul­
ses ; yet are they of trivial moment, when placed by 
the side of those powerful agents which exist in the in­
nate qualities of the humnn mind : for what are called 
44 moral causes” are usually the immediate results of 
national character ; and on this principle despotism is 
the consequence of popular depravity and servility.

Under every view of the subject, we are warranted, 
therefore, in assuming, that God has endued every na­
tion, as well as every single individual, with a peculiar 
character, the expansion of which is favoured or retard­
ed by external circumstances, though it can never be­
come the subject of direct and unerring calculation.— 
London Literary Gazette.

ginal weight and worth, but comes ont of the crucible 
as heavy aod as valuable as when It was put in, losing 
nothing in consequence of the fiery ordeal, except 
whatever portion of dross or alloy may have been in­
corporated with the pure metal ; so the most severe 
afflictions, and fiery persecutions, which maybe the 
portion of the marriage parties, during some of the 
changes and chances of this mortal life, should never 
be able to deteriorate or lake from the marriage union 
any part of its intrinsic worth or beamy, but the par­
ties should rise from the furnace of affliction and the 
dishonouis of the grave without having lost any thing 
except the grosser particles of earth and sin, which may 
have unhappily attached themselves to the mystic uni­
on which was intended to secure their felicity.

6. The murriage ring should be perfectly plain, that 
is no chased, raised, or artificial work should appear on 
its surface—implying, that the marriage union should 
not be the result of any artifice, on account of wealth, 
equipage, honor, or the undue iujluence of friends, but the 
plain tesult of an honourable and religions affection 
between the contracting parties and that God who first 
instituted the holy estate of matrimony.

7. As gold is an incorruptible metal, that is, if thrown 
into the mire, or embedded in the most impure soil, it 
will never become corrupt, coriode, or imbibe one 
speck of rust or impurity, so should the marriage love 
aod friendship, however it may be sometimes obliged 
to descend from the elevation of affluence into the deep­
est valley of penury or distress, be doomed “ 
its sweetness on the desert air,” be incarcerated willi- 
in the* gloomy confines of the prison cell, or associate 
with the poor, the mean, or the illiterate ; rtill, like 
its incorruptible emblem, should it continue as bright 
and beautiful as ever.

8. As gold is the most ductile of all metals, so that 
an ounce cao he beaten out to cover an acre of land, or 
gild a finely attenuated thread to embrace the circum­
ference of the world’s surface, so should the results of 
the marriage union fulfil the original command, to in­
crease, multiply,and cover the earth with '* The pre­
cious sons of Zion, comparable to fine gold.**

9. As the marriage ring exhibhs nothing to imply 
pre-eminence of the one party over the other, not­
withstanding that the word obey is applied to the Lady 
rather than the Gentleman, yet the Gentleman, should 
ever recollect, that as. in forensic Courts, especially 
Courts of Equity, the Plaintiff must appear with what 
is called, ** clean bands,” in other words, have , fully 
done his part and duty ; so befoie the husband 
have any right to command, or the wife be under obli­
gation to obey, he must remember the rest of bis love 
nod sincerity, which is given in Holy Scriptures ; viz.

Husbands love your wives, as Christ loved the 
Church,” but how did Chrbt prove his love for the 
Church ? by dying for it. When a love, of which this 
is the model, predominates in the husband’s heart, he 
can require no obedience from his wife, but what she 
will ever feel it to her honour, privilege,qnd delight to 
render.

. When a lady 44 reads, marks, learns, and inwardly 
digests” the foregoing, with all its implied suggestions 
and endearments, and then glances at the honoured 
finger. which bears the pure intignia of such volumi­
nous delight and serious responsibility, how inexpres­
sibly happy the must feel that she can be at all tiroes, 
and under all circumstances, the bearer of >o dear and 
portable a pledge ofall that constitute* real terrestrial 
felicity, and may she often recur to thetule or motto, 
and 11 Think well on it.”

horses, that carried two heavy portmanteaus, and a 
bed each, keeping op with the carriage at full gallop. 
They lace the loads on as if the horses were made of 
ironj frequently have I seen two men with their feet 
against the horses’ sides, drawing the rope of hide till it 
has literally been hid in its belly, and the poor animal 
would stand and cough with pain; they then fasten one 
horse to the other’s tail, one peon leads the foremost, 
while another rides behind with a long hide whip, 
which is incessantly applied without mercy. Cruelty 
to these noble animals is certainly the worst trait in 
these people’s characters ; the first horse that carried 
the luggage from Bueno* Ayres dropped instantly the 
load was taken off its back, and no doubt never rose 
again, for it then appeared to be breathing its last. 
Many carcases strewed the road, lying just where they 
had died, some of them with the straw luggage saddle 
still on their backs.—Lieut. Brand's Joumy, Voyage tv

Delirium Tremens.—The horrible disease railed 
“ delirium tremens” arising from the intemperate 
•f ardent liquors, and generally succeeds a debauch — 
consists io a peculiar delirium, accompanied with tre- 
mours of the limbs, and the most extravagant expres­
sions about demons, murders, he. It continues for 
three or four days, when it terminates in death, or by 
the sufferer falling into a profound sleep. It has been 
mistaken for the typhus fever, apoplexy, and madness, 
and was the brain fever of the older writers. Even at 
present the medical faculty entertain different opinions 
ns to the nature and treatment of the disease, Some 
contend that it depend* on nascular congestion, or ab­
solute inflammation of the brain ; and others that it is 
caused by nervons excitement alone. Dr. Ryac seems, 
however, to be of opinion that the disease originates in 
that, species of nervous excitement which often accom­
panies debility, and consequently that stimuli, or to­
nics, are io most instances, beneficial to the patient.—

From the 44 Friendship’s Offering.” use

STANZAS.—BY T. K. IIERYEY.
IIow sweet to sleep where all is peace, 
Where sorrow cannot reach the breast, 
Where all life’s idle throbbingscease,
And pain is lulled to rest ;—
Escaped o’er fortune’s troubled wave,*
To anchor in the silent grave ?
That quiet land where, perils past,
The weary win a long repose,
The bruised spirit finds, at last,
A balm for all its woes,
And lowly grief and lordly pride 
Lie down, like brothers, side by side !
The breath of slander cannot come 
To break the calm that lingers there ;
There is no dreaming in the tomb,
Nor waking to despair ;
Unkindness cannot wound us more,
And all earth’s bitterness is o’er.
Here the maiden waits till her lover come— 
They never more shall part ;
And ihe stricken dear has gained her home, 
With the arrow in her heart ;
And passions pulse lies hushed and still. 
Beyond the reach of the tempter’s skill.
The mother—she is gone to sleep,
With the babe upon her breast,—
She has no weary watch to keep 
Over her infant’s rest ;
His slundbers on her bosom fair 
Shall never more be broken—there !
For me—for me, whom all has left,
—The lovely, and the dearly loved,—
From whom the touch of time hath reft 
The hearts that time had proved,
Whose guerdon was—and is—despair,
For all I bore—and all I bear ;

w...

Descent of the Andes.—At length we came to the 
Cueido de Concual. Tbi* wa* a dreadful descent, 
leading down to an awful depth below, with the river 
running at the bottom, but a very short distance In the 
right.^ It was rtally terrific to Io»k down ; and 1 am 
speaking within the opinion of many whom I have 
suited on the subject, when 1 say, that it was at least 
eleven or twelve hundred feet in s direct descent, in all 
parti so steep, that there was no possibility of «tending; 
many parti tvere also hard and slippery, and how u> 
get down this was now our task, which l should 
have thought in the power of human beings 
plish. had I not witpessed it and done it myself: so 
little are we aware what we are capable of performing 
till brought to the trial. I stood and gazed with 
der, scarcely believing they would attempt it. How­
ever, the loads were cast off, and away they flew, 
tumbling and sliding down like lightning. Oor bed» 
went into the river, and were soon swept ont of sight. 
Then the peons prepared, and laying themselves flat on 
their backs, with their arms and legs extended, to my 
utter amazement, they flew down one after the other 
with the swifmessof an arrow, guiding themselves clear 
of the river, although going down with such velocity ; 
one turned, and rolled once or twice head over heels, 
then round and round like a ball, till he reached the 
bottom without the slighte.t injury. Now 1 thought 
this would never do for roe, so L waited to see how my 
companion would manage. — He approached the brink, 
and working a hole first to rest bis heel io, thrust his 
slick half way in the soow, so that it might support 
him to lower himself down a little, and then dig ano­
ther hole. In this manner he went down the very 
'deepest part, and then let go and slid the rest in a sit­
ting posture. Now came my turn : I commenced with 
the plan of my companion, but finding it so very steep, 
and not liking the hanging posture by one arm, I act­
ed more securingly, but was much longer about it ; 
first working a hole with my stick and putting my heel 
in it, then working another hole and putting the other 
heel in, thus seeing my way clearly before me, and 
having a footing of both feet at a time in a sitting pos­
ture, while I worked myself steps with my stick till I 
passed the steepest part; then 1 let go, lying flat on 
my back and went down with amazing velocity, a dis­
tance of five hundred feet. Coming down this place 
occupied me nearly two hours ; but I would not have 
let go on the steepest part for all the gold aod silver 
in the mines of Peru.—Ibid.

Anecdote of the late General Simon Fraser,
WHO W48 KILLED AT TOE BATTLE OF SARATOGA, IN
America, 1777.— Sometime between the years 1753 
and 1760, u certain tall, fierce-looking captain was the 
bully of the Argyle Coffee.hoese ; he had the charac­
ter of being an excellent swordsman, and his menacing 
air had made him the terror of all the young officeis. 
One cold afternoon, as he was sitting with some half-a- 
dozen young officers by the fire, himself occupying the 
best seat, he suddenly rose up, took off his cocked hat, 
laid it down upon his chair,and swearing a tremendous 
oath, added, that he who moved lhat hat must fight 
him,—he then left the room. Captain, afterwards Ge­
neral Fraser, (son of the late Alexander Fraser, of 
Balnain,Entered the room shortly after, lifted the hat 
from off the chair, laid it on the table, and took the va­
cant seat. On this, one of the officers, who had heard 
the fighting captain’s denunciation, asked Fraser if he 
knew to whom the hat belonged. He said he did not, 
and was told that it was Captain ———*s hat, aod that, 
he had said that he who moved it must fight. 44 Did 
he?” said Fraser, who was an excellent swordsman, 
(having been bred in France.) “ did be ?” and. rising 
Jip, he very coolly lifted the bat off the fable and laid 
it on the fire. The bully returned in time to get a 
glimpse of the remains of his ill-fated chapeau as it 
disappeared amid the burning embers, aod, advancing 
into the middle of the room, he, with a martial strut 
and voice of thunder, demanded, 44 Who did this ?” 44 I 
did it,” replied Frater, with a gardante grin, but con­
tinuing to keep his seat in front of the grate,—u I did 
it.” *4 You did it, sir!” said the bully, giving a tre­
mendous stamp with his foot, and looking as 
would annihilate Fraser. “Yes, I did it, sir.” On 
this, the hero of the Argyle Military Coffee-house ex­
claimed, ** Then the man that can do this, can do any­
thing;” and, turning round upon bis heel, he made a 
speedy exit, aod was never to be seen again io that 
quarter of the city.

Authors.—La Bruyere, many years ago, observed, 
that 44'iis as müch a Made to make a book as a deck ;” 

metier que de fair nn livre, comme de faire une pen- 
Bot. since his day, many vast improvements 

bave been made. Solomon said, that 14 of making 
many books there is no end ;” and Seneca complain­
ed, that " as the Romans had more than enough of 
other thingfc, so they had also of books aud book-mak­
ing.” But Solomon and Seneca lived in an age when 
books were considered as a luxury, and not a necessary 
of life. The case is now altered ; and though, per- 
hops, as Dr, Johnson observed, 44 no man gets a belly, 
full of knowledge,’* every one has a mouthful. What 
would Solomon tay now, could he see our monthly ca­
talogues, or be told that upwards of a dozen cri'ical 
machines were kept constantly at work merely to 
weigh and stamp publications ! In the days of Cicero, 
a book was the joint production ef only two artisans ; 
to wit, the author and scribe. In tbe present day an 
author furnishes only Ihe raw material, which, beiog 
worked up by an amanuensis into the form of a manu­
script. is put into the hands of an editor, who removes 
superfluities, supplies deficiencies, and illustrates ob­
scurities. From him it goes directly to the publisher, 
who delivers it in the printer, who gives it to the com­
positor, who bands it to the pressman, who, by the as­
sistance of machinery, produces it it* print.* The prin­
ter*# devil then carries it to the publi>her, who sends it 
to the bookbinder, from whom it finally returns a finish­
ed manufacture. The poor 
of all lieges the most pitiable ; his very 
bitter herbs to him, and his merit, if he have any, is en­
joyed by his mercenary publisher.

44 Hard is bis cose who writes for daily bread,z
And pillows on bis couch of care a restless bed.**

A gentleman ooce called upon Matorin, who found 
him in his study, perusing the letters of his literary 
correspondents. " The perusal of letters from our ab­
sent and deceased friends,” said Matorin, “ often 
creates reflections that are painful to memory and 
friendship. I seldom in my life fell more gloomy than 
I do. at this moment.” *• Engaged as you appear to 
be,” replied his friend, 44 *ti« natural that a number of 
recollections should revive in your mind, but I trust 
they are associated with no bilferor painful reflections ?” 
“ I have more in complain of than the degeneracy of 
friendship. Do 1 not,” continued the dramatist,44 look 
more gloomy than usual ?” ** I mast confess you do,” 
replied the visitor, 44 but I hope you have no serious 
reason for appearing so?” “ 1 have many reasons to 
appear gloomy, nay, more, to be discontented, when I 
reflect, that as curate of St. Peter’s, 1 have only J?130 
a year, while the Bishop’s Cook is allowed j£I50.”

To wasie
never 

to accom-

Iwon-
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The Press in Italy.—The 44 March of Intellect,” 

bus frightened more foreign Princes than one. The 
method lately adopted by the Dnke of Modena, of 
checking the progress of knowledge in his dominions, 
and obviating the dangers of the. Press, 44 the horrible 
contagion of which (observes that Prince) comes from 
distant, countries,” shows that his Mighty Highness is 
one of the 44 horror-struck.” That liberal sovereign, 
tbe last scion of the illustrious bouse of Este, has just 
enacted that every person who possesses a library or 
any collection of books ancient or modern, including 
the Greek, Latin, and Italian Classics, whether for pri­
vate use or tbe purpose of trade, shall without fail or 
delay, submit the whole of them to a board of censure, 
composed of an equal number of ecclesiastics and lay 
members named by the Duke, in order to obtain their 
permission to retain and read, lend,sell, or otherwise 
make nse of, such books only as that hoard shall think 
filio approve; while all those works which may be 
deemed dangerous ace forthwith, and order the seve­
rest penalties, to be^f e-ex ported. .Wishing, however, 
to be just, at the sai|e time that he is strict, ibis phil­
osophical Duke has also ordained, that, for all such 
works which the proprietors may, by a decree of the 
board of censure, be deprived of an equal number of 
books of devotion or on moral subjects, and of sound 
principles, shall be given to them fioin the ample . 
storehouses of such commodity belonging to the go­
vernment. Poor Italy, how thou art fallen Î wi^there 
be no day of emancipation for iby ckildrca"?-/Court 
Journal.

è

Why should I linger idly on,
Amid the selfish and the cold,
A dreamer—when such dreams arc gone 
As those I nursed of old !
Why should the dead tree mock the spring,
A blighted and a withering thing !

IIow blest—how blest that home to gain,
And slumber in that soothing sleep,
From which we never rise to pain,
Nor ever wake to weep !
To win my way from the tempest’s roar,
And lay me down on the golden shore !

FAREWELL.—BY LORD BYRON.
44 He will return—but now the moments bring ' 
The time of parting with redoubled wing ;
The why—tne where—what boots it now to tell ? 
Since all must end in that wild word—farewell ! 
—List !—’tis the bugle—Juan shrilly blew—
One kiss—one more—another-—oh ! adieu !”
She rose—she sprang—she clung to his embrace, 
Till his heart heaved beneath her hidden face,
He dared not raise to his that deep blue eye,
Which downcast dropped in tearless agony.
—Hark ! peals the thunder of the signal gun Î 
It told ’twas sunset and he curssed that sun.
Again- again—that form he madly pressed,
Which mutely clasped, imploringly caressed!
And tottering Io the couch his bride he bore,
One moment eazed as if to gaze no more ;
Felt—that for him earth held but her alone,
Kissed her cold forehead—turned—is Conrad gone ?
44 And is he gone ?”—on sudden solitude 
How oft that fearful question will intrude !

’Twas but an instant past—and here he stood ! 
And now”—without the portal’s porch she rushed, 
And then at length her tears in freedom gushed ; 
Big—bright —and fast, unknown to her they fell : 
But still her lips refused to send—4' Farewell !”

ant

44 This love worth commending, 
Still beginning, never ending.”

A Serious Repartee.—Tbg ïljsb ^ T^fy ^aPPy 
in their conversational tacl^ind tbe art of «reparler. 
When an Irishman makes a btejedcr, he gene rally makes 
a good joke, and recoropensesfthe error by ihe sly hu­
mour it conveys. Theï/ SriMTé, however, is superior .to 
their mirth. French may fojrthe language of love, was 
once well observed, English oï business, but Irish is the 
language of anathema. There ia no other language, 
German not excepted, that expresses eo much meaning 
in a few words. The Anglo-Irish endeavour to trans­
late this capacity into English, and to supply w ith dra­
matic effect the deficiency of expression. A Galway 
gentleman lately entered a coffee-house in London, and 
called for tea ; bis brogue attracted the attention of a 
scented civilian in an opposite box, 'who, relying upon 
his superior accent, resolved to have a jest at the ex­
pense of the stranger. The civilian called for tea, too ; 
tbe Irishman called for muffins, so did the civili 
toast, milk, sugar. &e. were severally called for by 
thç Irishman, and as severally eeblied by the fop, who 
enjoyed in Iris corner tbe supp&ed embarrassment to 
which he was subjecting the Galway man. At last, 
with the greatest composure, and if possible a richer 
brogue, the Irishman desired the waiter to 44 bring up 
pistols for two the jester’s echo was silenced.

A Wife’s Duty in her Husband’s Business gent­
ly taught.—The I.ady Fanshawe, whose memoirs of 
her life and something of the times (af tbe Charles’s 
and the Commonwealth) have recently been published, 
tells the following pretty story of herself at an early pe­
riod of marriage, wherein her improper curiosity was 
affectionately and wisely chidden. It U a sweet lesson 
for wives Boston Courier.

** My husband had provided very good lodgings for 
us, and as soon as he could come home from the council, 
where he was at ray arrival, he with all expressions of 
joy, received me in hit arm*, and gave me a hundred 
pieces of gold, saying, 441 know thou that keeps my 
heart so well, will keep my fortune, which from this 
lime I will ever put into thy hands as God shall bless 
me with increase.” And now I thought myself a per­
fect queen, and my husband so glorious a crown, that 
I more valued myself to be called by his name than 
born a princes* ; for 1 knew him very wise and very 
good, and his soul doated on me, upon which confidence 
I will tell you what happened. My Lady Rivers, a 
biave woman, and one that suffered many thousand 
pounds loss for the king, and wriiom 1 had a great reve­
rence for. and she a kindness for me as a kinswoman, 
in discourse she tacitly commended the knowledge of 
state affairs, and that some women were very happy in 
a good understanding thereof, as my Lady Aubigny, 
Lady Isabel Thynne, aod divers others* and yet none 
was at first more capable than I ; that in (he night she 
knew there came a post from Paris from the queen, 
and lhat she would be extremely glad to hear wbut the 
queen commanded the king in order to his affairs ; sa v­
ing, if I woulihask my husband privately, he would 
tell me what he found in the packet, and I might tell 
her. I, that was young and innocent, and to that day 
had never in my mouth what news, began to think 
there was more in-inquiring into public affairs, than I 
thought of, aod that it, being a fashionable thing, would 
make me more beloved of my husband, if that had 
been possible, than I was. When my husband return­
ed home from council, after welcoming him, as his cus­
tom ever was, he went with his handful of papers into 
his study for an hour or more ; I followed him j he 
turned hnstily and said, 44 What wouldst thou have my 
life ?” I heard the prince had received a packet from 
the queen, and I guessed it was that in his hand, and l 
desired to know what was in it. He smilingly replied, 
44 My love, 1 will immediately come to thee ; pray 
thee go, for I am very busy.” When he came out of 
his closet I revived my suit ; he kissed me, and talked 
of other things. At supper I would eat nothing ; he 
as usual sat by me, and drank often to me, which was 
his custom, and was full of discourse to company that 
was at table. Going to bed I asked again, and said I 
could not believe he loved me if he refused to tell me 
all he knew ; but be answered nothing, but stopped 
my mouth with kisses. So we went to bed; I cried, 
and he went to sleep. Next morning early, as bis cus­
tom was, he called to rise, but began to discourse with 
me first, to which I made no reply ; he rose, came on 
the other side of the bed and kissed me. and drew the 
curtains softly and went to court. When he came 
home to dinner, lie presently rame to me as was usual, 
and when 1 had him by the Imnd. 1 said. Thou dost not 
rare to see me troubled. To which he taking me in 
his arms answered—14 My dearest soul, nothing upon 
earth can afflict me like that ; aod when you asked me 
of my business, it was wholly out of my power to satis­
fy thee ; for my life and fortune shall be Urine, and 
every thought of niy heart in which the trust I am in 
may not be revealed ; but my honor is my own, which 
1 cannot preserve if 1 communicate the prince’# affairs ; 
nnd pray thee with this answer rest satisfied.” So 
great was his reason aud goodness, that from that day 
until the day of his death I never thought fit to a»k him 
any burines*, but what be communicated freely to me 
in artier to bis estate and family.”

THE MISCELLAMTST.

INFLUENCE OF CLIMATE ON NATIONAL 
CHARACTER.

By Prof. Schouw, of the University of Copenhagen.

deller of the character of nations, it is of paramonnt | 
importance we should carefully keep in view, that ! 
even in the physical world, however obvious an influ­
ence they may produce, tbe climate, soil, and natural 
constitution of a counhy, are by no means capable of 
explaining all the appearances which will claim the 
inquirct’s attention. This observation applies with 
peculiar force te the distribution of the various families 
of the vegetable aud auimal kingdoms over the surface 
of the earth.—It is impossible to explain on such a da­
tum, why England and Van Diemen’s Land, though 
similarly circumstanced as to climate, should diffe 
widely in respect of their animal and Vegetable pro­
ductions ; or why the Flora of southern A frica should 
possess eo distinct a character from that of the northern 
parts of the African continent, nr the flowers of New 
Holland be so essentially peculiar to its own soil.
Much less will climate or soil enable ns to account for 
the corporeal distinctions which characterise the se­
veral races or families of maukind. We know it is 
customary to ascribe tile dark complexieo of the negro 
to the extraordinary heat of tbe sular ray in his native 
rlime : but do not the olive-coloured Hindoo and ihe 
fair-complexioned tenant of Ihe isles of the South Sens 
inhabit similar latitudes ; or does the negro’s skin be­
come less sable when exposed to the less scorching skies 
of Jamaica or the Florida» ? Though surrounded by 
the same meteorological circumstances, there is a 
striking dissimilarity in the complexional characteris­
tics of the European, the Asiatic, and the aboriginal 
Indian ef North America ; the natives of Greenland 
.and Lapland possess a darker skin than their Furopeau 
brethren, and the inhabitant of Van Diemen’s Land, 44 Think IVell on it.”
though living beneath a temperate iky, is of a complex- Reasons for the use of tbe Wedding Ring in the Mar­
ion not far removed from black. We shall find our- riage ceremony, by the Rev. George Montgomery West, 
selves af a similar loss in the attempt to deduce other Chaplain to the Bishop of Ohio, and late of Cork, 
variations from the customary premises to which I have 1. As by turning a ring forever no end can be found, 
olluded : the woolly locks of the negro, the lofty sta- »o tbe friendship cemented by marriage should be end- 
tore of the Patagonian, the slender frame of the Papu, hss and perpetual ; not even broken off finally by the in- 
*»r the little twinkling eve of the Chinese, can in no lerruption of death, but the marriage party teparating 
wise be charged to the account of the climate, or re- merely during Ihe night of the grave in sure and certain 
ferred to the nature of tbe soil. If we follow up the hope of meeting again on the following of a glorious 
influence of physical causes on isolated individuals, we resurrection, when all that was pure and lovely in the 
shall find ourselves equally einoitig against every rati- union, shall be more eo still, with the high additional 
onal assumption, should we venture to deduce the perfection of continuing uninterrupted thioughout the 
mental attributes of any one human race from such cau- endless round of a blessed immortality, 
set. Io the same country, in the same spot, and under 2. As the marriage ring should be made of pure gold, 
the same roof, we meet with individuals entirely dif- which is the most pure or simple of all metals, so the 
fering from each other io their intellectual features ; marriage union, cemented by Hint impressive pledge 
but it would be ridiculous to ascribe the dissimilitude given aud received, should be pure in its origin, pure in 
to the effects of climate, food or beverage. Intellect its continuance, and so pure in all its motives as to con- 
does not resemble tbe anana ; it can neither be matu- lra-disiiogui»h the contracting parlies from all intima- 
tred nor called into exisicoce hy artificial heat. cies founded upon cross or carnal principles, and as

In looking at the cl.araelerLtici of nations, it is inv nearly as possible resembling the love of Ch.ist for Iris 
possible not to observe the marked shades of diversity spouse the Church, whoso loved the Church that he 
which sever one people from another, even where the 6ave himself for it.
climate is precisely similar,or not essentially different. J. As gold of which the marriage ring should be 
The Europeans cultivate the soil, dwell in towns, live made, is esteemed the most valuable of all metals, so 
noder regular forai of governmenc, and. io general, ike love and friendship implied in (he marriage ring 
are de.oied to (he ans and sciences ; wlierea» molt of should ever be considered os infinitely more valuable 
the Asiatic regions where the circumstances of the cli. Illa" any other system of which human nature is 
mate are similar, are tenanted by nomadic tribes, who capable.
derive their livelihood from rearing cattle, ate entire 4- As geld is the most compact or least porous of 
strangers to social polity, and have no conception of a mêlais, so the marriage love and friendship should he 
more advanced stale of civilization ; whilst the abo- «'■ closely remeated hy the blending into each other of 
rigines of North America are untutored savages, wan- »U tbe kind nnd good affections of the parties, ïs to 
derir.g from spot to spot, from wood to plain. The leave no possible aperture or opening for the introduc- 
feeble, peaceable, thrifty Hindoo, lives beneath a cli- non of any strange or forbidden affection. Each party 
mate scarcely differing from that which is breathed by should always be prepared to say of the other, 
she athletic, fierce, and lazy oegto.or Ihe misetuble “ Thy loveliness my heart hath prepossesl,-
indigene of South America, whose wild exterior and And left no room for any other guest,"
VMicoulh gestures excite both pity and aversion. The 5. As gold, by the action of the most intense heat, 
Chinese io every respect; strikingly dissimilar Lorn even io a crucible, çaooot lose ooy particular of its oii-

Tiie Serious made Comical.— Mrs. Lushington, 
in her Narrative of a Journey from Calcutta to Europe, 
give* us the following pleasant mortel of an anecdote, 
Ihe scene of which is Glorra,io Sicily “ The village 
had contained 150 men, with their wives and children. 
From the smallness of the church, these were compel­
led to attend divine service at different times. The 
women had gone and returned first as usual « and the 
men occupied their places ; but scarce had they assem­
bled, Avhen an earthquake occurred, which destroyed 
the priest and the whole of the congregation—abso­
lutely not one man in the village escaped 1 My in­
formant added, that the poor women being left desti­
tute (here I expected a tale of distress.) resorted to 
another parish to recruit for fresh husbands ; 4 for 
what,* said he, 4 could they do but settle themselves 
again in matrimony as soon as possible ?’

Modern Authors.—It has been calculated, 
that at present, exclusive of occasional writers, 
there are upwards of five thousand authors ici 
Great Britain, who rely solely on the produc­
tions of their brains for subsistence. Of these 
a considerable number are connected with the 
periodical press, iu its various gradations, from 
the dignified quarterly and monthly publica­
tions to the daily ephemeral of four pages, 
which lives its little hour and perishes for ever. 
Of the aggregate number of authors, it is pre­
sumed that not more than five hundred enjoy 
the comfort and respectability to which they are 
entitled by their talents, and the industry with 
which these are exercised. It is also found, 
that, as in most occupations, those w ho labour 
hardest obtain the most scanty remunerations.
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THE WEDDING RING.

e
Maxims for Hot Weather.—Those who keep 

dogs should by all mean* let them have fiee access to 
water, and if possible give them an occasional swim. 
Horses, too, be it recollected, are very apt to be thirs­
ty ia sultry weather, and it is an act of humanity 
rionally to moisten their parched rooolhs. 
keep birds ought by no means to expost
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means to expose them to the 
sun the top of the cage should be covered with a 
piece of sod, some leaves, or a thick piece of cloth, or 
old carpeting.

Ninety years hence not a single man or woman now 
twenty years of age will be alive. —Ninety yean? alas t 
how many of the lively actors at present on the stage 
of life will make their exit long eie ninety years shall 
have rolled away ! And could we be sure of ninety 

Travelling over the Pampas.—We started as the years, what are they ? 44 A tale lhat is told a dream ; 
sun rose over the same vast and dreary plain which an empty sound, that passeth on the wings of the wind 
■bowed neither house, tree, nor shrub—nothing to <>b- away, aod is forgotten. Years shorten as man advan- 
siruct the view from ranging lonnd the horizon of de ces io age t like the degrees in longitude, man’s life 
solation. As we travelled full speed over this barren declines as he travels towards the frozen pole, until it 
country, we were continually starting the affrighted dwindles to a point, aod vanishes for ever. Is it possi- 
deer, that would fly from us like the wind. It wa* my hie that life is of so short duration. Will ninety years 
custom to ride on horseback tenor twelve leagues every erase all the golden names over tbe doors io town and 
morning. I sometime* amused myself hunting these country, and substitute others io their stead ? Will all 
beautiful animal*, and found,after a long chase, I could tbe now blooming beauties fade and disappear, all the 
generally come up with them. Not so with tbe os- pride and passion, the love, hope, and joy pass awav, 
triches ; they would march away with the greatest ap- in ninety years, and be forgotten ? 44 Ninety years 1” 
parent ease from a horse at full speed; they were not (-ay* Death)44 do yon think I shall wait nioety years ? 
numerous, 1 only saw two during the whole journey Behold, to-day, and to-morrow,nnd every day is mine, 
across the Pampas. This day we travelled with araaz- * When nioety years are past, this generation will have 
jog speed, and 1 could uvi but feel for tbe poor cargo- mingled with the dust, and be remembeicd not.”

&
Jonas Han way, who was remarkably thin 

was met by a man much inebriated, who ap­
proached him in so irregular a direction, that it 
might have been concluded that he had busi­
ness on both sides of the way. Han way stop­
ped when he came up to him, to give him his 
choice ; but the man stood as still as his intoxi­
cation would permit him, without attempting 
to pass on either side. After viewing each 
other a moment, i( my friend,” said lia»way, 
61 you seem as if yon had drunk too much to 
which the man replied, with considerable wai- 
vetey “And you, my fiiend3 seem as If you 
had ate too little
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