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ON TIIK USE OF THE NAME TACONIC.
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If priority islto be adhered to strictly and above all other con-

siderations, it is in natural hisiv.y ; for, witlioiit It, zoology, bot-

any, palaeontology, mineralogy and lithology, would become a

confused and almost valueless mass of documents. All savants

without regard to nationality, schools, or personal inclination, now
place priority first; and a naturalist who disregards it is sure one

day or another, to be severelj' judged. Justice requires it, classi-

fications require it, museums require it, libraries recjuire it, bibli-

ographies require it; and, finally, progress of science, will be

impossible without it.

Questions of i)riority are matters of printed facias, and the

greater caution and exactness are lecjuired to establish them on a

solid basis. Often, I will say too often, an author unintentionally

and witii great honesty of purpose, thinking the matter of little

consequence, quotes loosely and out of date, inextict synonymy,

or gives precedence to pul)lications and names, which are in fact

posterior and consequently placed in wrong positions.

The memoir of Mr. Walcott, " Second Contribution to the Stud-

ies on the Cambrian Faunas of North America" (F>ull(!tinU.S.(jleol.

Surv., No, 30, Washington, lcS«G), is too important, and he is too

desirous " to establish," as he says, " on a flrni stratigraphic and

palaeontologic basis, the Cambrian system of the continent," not
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