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23* J1I3T0TIY 6r THE frnATES.

Since the astonishing mlvcntiire which wc have just

rclatcrl, there has been no numtioli whatever made of

the Free-bootcrs properly so called ; alth' ugh, as re-

marked in a former chapter (ch. \), that appellation

has been «;ivf n to the banditti who infested the West
Indies,— absolute vagabonds, who formed no-perma-

nent Corporations and Irad no ships in their own posses-

sion. The profession ofCorsairs, or rather of Pirates or

Sea-robbers, wast(>o atiiactiv*- to bold j^ailors and men
of corrupt morals, for other assbcii.fions (after the dis-

solution of the gi and sr.cicty) not to be formed,—whicli

were only temporary indeed, and less mimcrous ; but

which,, taking the Free-bootcrs for their model, carried

on, though on u small scale, the same business^ and
assumed their name as a means of exciting greater ter-

ror.—Neither the peace of Nimeguen, nor that of

Utrecht, which wjis of still more imjiortance, and at

length restored pence to Europe, which had been dis-

tubcd by ii long war, could put an end to the piracies

of these robbers. Even after the first tw cnty years of
,

the eighteenth century, small bodies of Pirates, ^hief*

ly English, embarked with the view of scouring tli©

seas on their own account, and of bringing to a close

expeditions, the consequences of which were indeed of

little moment, but in the execution of which an in-

finite degree of boldness was absolutely necessary.

Either by the force of habit, or by mistake, these

Pirates were denominated Free-booters, notwithstand-

ing there was q vast diflferenco between them and the

4>r\ginQ\ Brethren of the Coast,

The following are the names of their most celebrated

.commanders that have been preserved : Misson,

Bowfn, Kidd, Avery, Teacht Martet, England, Vane,

Bonet, Rackani, Darts, Amtis, Roberts, Worley, Low'
tker, Exfi'ts, Philips, Low, Spriggs, and Smith. A
concise history of their exploits, courageous and glo-

rious, if glory can be the concomitant of robbery, Las

b«en collected into a volumei in which each has a
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