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"And P«lnuwM rich?"
" P«lma wu rich."

" I begin to lee. And now—is the your wife

or Palma'!?"

"She ii my wife—now. We awaited news
of Palma. We got only news of his death

"

"Ah?"—as if he would have liked much to

inquire how such news had reached him.

" And so, after long waiting, we married. Then
Palma came, at the risk of his life, to pay the

debt he considered he owed me. I was quite

happy here. So was my wife. His coming was
terrible to us. What could we do?"

Sokolof nodded.

" We could not refuse to go, though we had no
wish to go. If we had refused, you woulu have

sent us. The only thing we could have done was
impossible, and that was to expose the man who
was risking his life for us. Would you have done
that. Captain Sokolof?"

" I would not."

" And what would you have thought of me if I

had done it?"

" I should have thought you a cur."

"Exactly. Now you understand the whole
matter."

" Now I understand." He paced thoughtfully

to and fro. Once he stopped and faced Pavlof, ar


