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cmliied countries of the Eagt for
the purchase and exchange of
wares; they were also establighecl
among the uncivilized peoples of
the West for the development of
the resources of new Jands The
ooaslB of the Mediterranean be-

. came dotted

|| with Phoeni-

- cian colonies. The most famous of these
colonies was Carthage (founded about

- ,„„
"?'^' '^"''' '*^*" established a com-

.nercial empire on the noHhern coast of

into t' K» ^^""^ '" '"*"' «"« <""»e"ito a bitter conflict with Home. The
colonies on the Mediterranean were
largely mimng stations, where the metalswere extracted from the earth for the i^e

into r" Z""*""^- ^y *hu8 coming
into contact with the barbarous peopleon the European coasts, the Phoeni-

'r,f"^r'* "-"ong them a tasteTor

.otnn?'
°^ '"^"''"'' "'^- '^hey carriednot only commodities but culture. Thev

fi«?'°"
*•'''' """"""^ ^^ """ed thenrst missionaries of civilization."me Phoenician Alphabet. - Perhaps

S!r,H''*S'f"'f thePhceniciansT
he worid w.- ^ true phonetic alphabet.

the 2t t:- *^ P''«"^«i»»« invented

language of commerce. Wherever they
sailed and carried their cargoes, thevalso earned their alphabet, whichCZaptij calls one ot their "exports." The
alphabet was, however, the result of »
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