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CONTEMPORARY GOD-MAKING.
^5

into the primitive respect and reverence for the dead or
the worship of ancestors.

Here, in outline, but in Mr. Macdonald's own words, are
the ideas and observances which this careful and accurate
investigator found current among the tribes of the heart of
Africa. " I do not think," he says, " I have admitted any
point of importance without having heard at least four
natives on the subject. The statements are translations,
as far as possible, from the ipsissima verba of the negroes."
The tribes he lived among " are unanimous in saying

that there is something beyond the body which they call
spirit. Every human body at death is forsaken by this
spirit." That is the almost universal though not quite
primitive belief, whose necessary genesis has been well
traced out by Mr. Herbert Spencer, and more recently
in America with great vigour and clearness by Mr. Lester
Ward.

" Do these spirits ever die ? " Mr. Macdonald asks.
" Some," he answers, " I have heard affirm that it is possi-
ble for a troublesome spirit to be killed. Others give this
a direct denial. Many, like Kumpama, or Cherasulo, say,
* You ask me whether a man's spirit ever dies. I cannot
tell. I have never been in the spirit-world, but this I am
certain of, that spirits live for a very long time.'

"

On the question, " Who the gods are ? " Mr. Macdonald
says :

" In all our translations of Scripture where we found the
word God we used Mulungu ; but this word is chiefly
used by the natives as a general name for spirit. The
spirit of a deceased man is called his Mulungu, and all the
prayers and offerings of the living are presented to such
spirits of the dead. It is here that we find the great
centre of the native religion. The spirits of the dead are
the gods of the living.

" Where are these gods found ? At the grave ? No.
The villagers shrink from yonder gloomy place that lies

far beyond their fields on the bleak mountain side. It is


