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foroo in approving an election or nomination." Ordination and

election continued to be almost convertible terms into Medi(eval

times. In the extracts from the laws i»f the Anglo-Saxons, th6

electi<m of their kings wan called his ordination. In A.D. 787,

a Council or Witenagemot enacted, "We enact that in tlie

ordiiuition of kings, no one permit the assent of bad men to

prevail, Imt that kings be elected by the Bishops and Eldei-s of

the i)(!t>ple." SauMmus ut in ordinatione reyum nullm

pcpmittat ^>/*aiv>;*ww prawalere aHi<enmm f*ed reijea legitime a

naeerc/otibufi et senioribun popult eliijantur.*

But I nmst now attend to Mr. Dawson's statement that,

" In elections or even in ordlnaticms, there is no trace before the

Council of Nicfjea of the assembly of the Bishops and Metro-

politan." Before that date, he say "The Clergy and Laity

alone were concerned in elections." The earliest account wc

have of the manner of appointing Bishops is to be found in

St. Clement's letterf to the Corinthians. He was a "fellow

labourer with St. Paul," and thus wrote, " The Apostles preac'i-

iuty through countries and cities, constituted their tirst fruits,

(having proved them through the Spirit) Bishops and Deacons

of those who should afterwards believe." It ueed not be said

that at this period, neither Clergy nor Laity had anything to do

with Episcopal elections, as both nomination and consecration

rested with the Apostles. Moreover in the 36th Apostolic

Canon we find it j^rovided, " that if any one. ordained Bishop

should not be received, not according to bis own desire, but by

reason" of the malice of the people, let him remain a Bishop, but

let the Clergy of the city be excommunicated because they were

not (l)etter) iustructoi's of such a disobedient people." This

Canon cannot be later than the middle of the third century, and

is probably much older, and it is clear (as Johnson remarks)

"that the nomination of the Bishop was not in the people in

this age, for how can it be conceived that a Bishop should not be

received by the Diocese that had elected him?" But if the

nomination was not in the people, with whom did it rest ? It

may be said that this Canon has no fixed date and is therefore

unreliable, but it happens that we have a Canon of a Council

whose 4ate is known, very similar to the Apostolic Canon—the
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