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WQ had any {ccurity for its performance) would be

of great importance to a commercial people, who

Hem to let no bounds to the number, or length of

the credits, which they have always given to too

dillant cuftomers. In confirmation of that remark

they have mentioned, as the greatelt infelicity,

which perhaps has refulted to Britain from the

independence of her colonies, that it had virtually

repealed the flatute ''^; which had enabled Britifli

merchants to prove their debts before any Mayor

of any corporation, and fubjefted all property to

the payment of all debts.

The obfervation is in fomc meafurejufl: Eat

the inference cannot be admitted in all its extent.

It has been eftabiiflied as a foundation, whereon

much may be built, that the United States had

wifely eftabliflied it as a rule for the government of

their courts of juftice, to regard ail laws of England

ihtniofort ufid and approved^ rs/lill infuUforce. But,

the llatute of George II. before mentioned had

been long ufed and approved. And unlefs the

judges, in the abfurd fpiritof Walton, the Georgian

Chief-jullice, do violence to their own fyflem, that

law muft be allowed in every tribunal ; not from the

vigour of the Britifli Legiflatuie, but from the

uifdom of their own adoption. The cftablifliment

of this inference, however, and the introdudion of

a convenient praftice under it, muft ultimately

depend on tj^ie temper of the Judges and the appro-
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* 3 Geo, If. ch. 7.
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