
|y^

#

A-;

'^^^

.f

4^

#

C O N S I D E R A T I O N S, &c.

^
^ I^TO one knows how far every pcrfon In Britain may be

]^% interefted in the event of the meafure: now carrying on
with refpeft to our colonies in North-America. This feems

to entijie any man on account of his own ftake therein to

(peak his fentiments on the fubjed. The concern of the

icotnrfiunity gives to them likewiie for their better fecurity a

cjj^m, ths^; every opinion may be offered for confideration.

Theijp things relult from t.he nature of a free fociety, and

particuljirly ffom the conftitution of Great-Britain, where

the people chufe one part of the legiflative and where every

man is fuppofed to have ultimately afhare in the goverment

of his country.

One point in difpute between us and the Americans is the

right 'ifctaxing them here at home. This may be faid to

coficj||^|pye power of our parliament. But fo do^s every ge-

§c4|Kbpofition of right and wrong. When any thing is af-^

pki^ to be unjuft, does it not conclude and is it not almolt

^ironimous to the faying, that a law made to enforce it would
be fo too and beyond the proper power of a legiflature ? Ven-

'

geancc apd punilhment do in the courfc of things afluredly

purfuc ftates and nations for their oppreffion and injuftice ;.

againll the commiflion of which it is beyond quef!ion the right
of cvei^ membtr of the community to warn the reft.

I fay it with fubmiflion, but the power of the parliarhent if

the right of the public. The particular members of that

moft refpeftabltj body are in the ftatutes enaded by them np
more pcrfonally interefted, th^n the reft of their jjountrymen.

Thel? flafstiifough their h^Lncls, but being fo pafled, they
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