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Intercft in the juft and due Execution of their

" fevcral Places, were by feme ot the King*s Wric
•* chofe ill full County by the Freeholders". And
as to the manner of this Eledion, Horne^ who was

perfectly well verfed in all the ancient Cuftoms of

this Realm, and wrote his Book in the Time of

Edw. I. fays in his Mirrour^ r. i. §. 3. " That
*' Sheriffs v/ere chdfen by a Writ dire(5led to the Co-
" roner, and the Confcrvators of the Peace by Writ
,« direaed to the Sheriff."

But thefe Rights of the Freeholders did not re-

main long after the Conquefl without being en-

croached upon, tho* William I. had confirmed the

greateft part of \.\\t Saxon Laws, and Henry I. had
reftored them all in general. When Princes have a
Mind to alTume a Power, they feldom are at a Lois

for Pretences. Thus to the Sheriffs ancient Right
of guarding the County, preferving its Peace, judg-

ing in the Tourn, and prefiding in the County
Court, they fuperadded the Charge of colledling

the Fee-Farm P-ents, and levying the Fines, A-
mercements, Scutages, and other Dues and Branch-

es of the Revenue ; and then began to confider him
as much an Officer of the Crown, as he had ever

been before of the Country. .This was followed by
a Nomination of the Sheriff in fome Counties, and
with the Grant of an hereditary Shrievalry in others,

which laft being made to fome great Man who had
large PofTefTions in a County, engaged him by In-

terefl to fupport this Invafion of the Rights of Free-

holders, who being few in Number, and feeing the

Charge put into fo good Hands, fubmitted the more
eafily to a Change, 'till they found it attended with

fome Inconvenience. This I fuppofe to be the Cale

v/hcn the Commons of England^ in the Parliament

of 28 EdwA. {A, D. 1300.) petitioned the King
for reftoring to his People the Election of Sheriffs,

That great Prince, who of all our Kings, befl un-
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