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filli.-r implements ofltoni^, pottery, pipes both in ston(> and ilay, and personal ornaments,

r.-,eive the like detailed illustration ; but nearlv all are in the rudest staiie olr\idimenl,-ny

;iii. Some advance upon this is s.-en in the pottery of some Southern States. That of tho

.Mniind-l)uilders appears to have shown both mon- artistii- desiu-n and betti-r hiiish. The

nnvinij;- in bone, ivory, and slate-stone of various Western Tribes, as well ius of the extiiK-t

M"Uiid-buildors, was also of a higher characii-r. Ihit takint^themat t heir highest. thi\v cannot

' cm pare in practicul skill or variety of appli<'ation with the industrial arts of l']iiropc's Xeoli-

ilijc Ai!;e ; and we look in vain for any traces <>f hiulier proi^ress. For upwards of three and

;ili;ilf eonluri('s,thi.seontincnt has 1 u familiar to European explorers and settlors. Durinff

-ciiie considerable jKirt ion of that time, bv means of agriiultural operations, and all the

incidents consequent on urban settlement, its virijin soil has been turned up over ever

iiii reasina' areas. For thirty years I have myself watched, with the c\iriims interest of one

jii'.'viously familiar with the minute incidents of archipoloai- al research in Uritain. tho

iirliaii excavations, railway cultiim-s, and others undesiiriied explorations of Canadian .soil.

Within the same p(!riod, both in Camida and the United States, extensive canal, railway,

and road-works liave allbrded abundant opportunities for research; and a wide-spread

iiii'-rest iH American anti(]uities has ten(h'd to confer an even exag'Eferati'd importance on

i'\- ry novtd discovery. .\nd with what result ? Dr. Abbott, in iiowniiuf such i>xploi-!it ions

with his interesting and valuable discovery of the turtle-back celts and other implenient.s

"t I he Delaware gravel, has epitomised the prehistoric reeord of the Northern continent.

Till iiirthev back we date the presence of man in America, the more marvellous must

hi- uiiprogrcssive condition ai)pear. AVhatevi'r may be the ampler disi-losiires relative to

ill' piikr.olithic or primtcval race, it does not seem probable that this northern continent

will now yield any antiiiiiities suu-jcstivc of an extinct era of native art and civili/aiion.

llcie we cannot hope to lind a luiricd Ilium, or Tadmor in the Wilderness. l']verv\vhc-ro

llie explorer wanders, and the aL;riculluri>t follows, turniiui' ui) the soil, or diu'U'iiiL;' d. cpi>r

;i^ he driiins and buihls ; but only to disturb the Lirave of the savage hunter. The Mound-

iMiililcis of its e-reat river-vallcvs ha\e indeed left there their enduring earthworks, wrought
III limes in regular iieomctri<'al conliu-uration on a giffantic s(-ale, strangely sim'n'i'stive of

M.iiie o\-erruliiig and inforniinir mind u'uidinu' the luiiiil of the earth-worker; and

t;i -hioiiing his enibankmi-iits with a skill derived from si-ientilic knowlcdu'e. But the

'"lossal mounds and earthworks disilose (nily implenn-nts of bone and Hint or stone;

with here and there an e([ually rude tool of hammered native copper. The crudest metal-

linuy of l'jUfope"s i-opper-age was unknown to their builders. Tho art of Tiibalcain. the

l'
iiiiilive worker in brass and iron, had not dawned on the mind of any native artilicer.

"lily the iu.veniously carved tobacco j)ii)e, or the better fashioned pottery, gives the slightest

liiiit of even sach proirress beyond (he lirst infantih' .stage of the tool-maki'r as is shown iu

ilic artistic carvings of tile C;-,ve-mcn i'ontcmi)orary with the mammoth and the reindeer

I'l post-glacial France,

The civilization of Central and Souihern .\merica is a wholly distinct tiling; and,

as I think, of Asiatic orii^in ; but the altempt.s to i onnect it with that of aueient

lv-:yi)t, suggested mainly by thi' hierogly()hie sculpturing on their colmnns and

1' inples, find their confutation the moment we attempt to compare the l']e-yptian

mlendar with that either of Mexico or Peru, The vague year of ;>Go days, and tho

(.1 rreeted solar year, with tho j^reat Sothie Cycle of 1160 years, so intimately inter-


