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was then only twenty-two years old, a
recent graduate of Harvard College and
a near relative of those two New England
notables, Increase and Cotton Mather.
With the church thus established, the

only thing that remained to fully round
out the town life was a tavern. This
came the year following, when Moses
Crafts " was licensed to keep an Ordinary
and to sell wines and strong liquors for

one year, provided he kept good order
in his house." Drinking was far more
general in those days than now and the
alehouse was inevitable, but it is to be
noted that the church preceded it. In

the story of our western country it is a

different matter. There the saloon has
always marched in the vanguard of civi-

lization.

At first the town was known bv its In-

dian name of Pocumtuck, but the abund-
ance of deer in its woodlands suggested,

and in time gave, its present name ac-

ceptance. The savages still hunted,
trapped and fished in the valley, they

bartered at the tavern or made small ex-


