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for themselves, is the privilege and duty of the Christian

scholar. His task is not a difficult one. By rearran-

ging the prophetic writings in a truly chronological order,

and by indicating their interpretation through a para-

phrase, he can enable the general student to grasp their

meaning and their force. He can at the same time clear

up many incidental obscurities, can indicate the definite

results of active and sober scholarship in the past, and

can arouse a real enthusiasm for the detailed mastery of

these sublime products of inspired religious thought

The present volume is offered to the public as an

attempt to meet these needs of the Bible reader. The

limitations inherent in such work have not been over-

looked. It is clearly impossible to reproduce the beauty

and vigor of the language of the prophets, or to repre-

sent the wealth of poetic and oratorical embellishment

which is so characteristic a feature of it. A paraphrase

must chiefly aim at clearness. Whoever has once

caught the real spirit of prophetic thought will not fail to

study it in detail, and thus will acquire for himself an

appreciation of its remarkable quality.

Brackets are used to indicate passages which are gene-

rally regarded as later additions to the original text
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