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destined to drift on yet further and yet faster in the same di-

rection. It cannot he otherwise. It foUows as a logical neces-

sity from that division in the (^liurch, and from those imscrip-

tural views of the effects of haptisni and of tlie nature of the

Lord's Supper and of the office of the ministry, to which refer-

ence has already been made. Just in proportion as tliose views

spread and prevail in tlie (^hurch, will the Churcli become more
exclusive in its character and more uneliurching towards other

bodies of Protestant (^liristians.

PATIENCK AND PASSIVENESS OF THE LOW-CHURCH MEMHERSHH'
UNDER THEHl TRIALS—(ONTEST WITHIN THE CHURCH USELESS.

And I must say that when, in the last few weeks, I have
gone over all these difficulties in the Protestant Episcopal

Church, and looketl them calmly in the face, the result being si

feeling, not o^snrprm' at the uneasiness and restlessness many
in the Church liave felt tor years past, hut of aniazemeut that

so many of us, from love to the dear old Church, and for the

sake of her peace, and still hoping for better things, have borne

them so long and so patiently. And when I have seen so clear-

ly, as it seemed to me, that the whole tendency of things in

the Protestant Episcopal Cluu'ch, as it is to-day, was not for the

better but for the worse, I have not wondered that Bishop

Cummins has at last felt himself verily cailed of God to take

the lead in organizing a Reformed Episcopal Church, and still

less do I wonder that many, in different parts of the Church,

are, in their secret hearts, anxiously considering the question

whether they too are not called of (rod to join hands with him
in the good work.

The main difficulty, I have no doubt, with many, as for days

it was with me, is the question whether a reformation cannot in

the end be effected in the Churcli, and therefore, whether it is

not a matter of duty to fight the battle in the Church. A care-

ful review of all the fiicts of tlie case has left me utterly without

hope in that quarter. Li, the Church the Ijattle has heenfought;
and in the Churcli the battle has been lost. Thirty-five yeiirs

ago, when the Oxford " Tracts for the Times" began seriously

to endanger the Protestant teaching and the Protestant char-

acter of the Church in this country, open war was declared, and
^. om that day to this has raged .all along the lines. And as

the matter stands to-day in the Churchy as the result of a thirty-

five years' struggle, the one party lias gained complete ascend-


