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terns that nu'ii luuc l)uilt up. the reapin;.' of the harvest of seed
sown s() h..iiiitiliill_v in ojipn .ic-liance of ('hrist'ri plain teach-
in;:. These trouhh's are the a^'onies of an ai^e dyinjr. Some
tell us that Christianity is on trial. Xo, Christianity is not
on trial, l.ut Christcinloni is, and the verdut is hein^'written
in l.l<M.d. Others .^ay Christian civilization has hroken (hwu.
Xo, Chri.-tian civilization has not faihd. hut like a eitv set
on a hill, it is the only li^'ht tli.t shines out in the ^^eiieral
gloom; hut Christian civilization, like the Kingdom of
Heaven wliich created it, is merely (iinoii;/ us. tlic multitudes,
and the dominating forces of our age. forming no jiart of it.

The civilization of Christendom, a- nmiiy have alrcadv di-
dared, is not Christian. It is \Vi>tirn us o])poscd to Kast-
ern; it i.s modern as opposed to ancient; hut it is not Christ-
ian. This fact is clearly comprehended hy leading spirit^ m
the Orient, as come-; out in a (pu-stion recently u.-kcd tiv a

distinguished .lapanesc, - What is Western civilization ai't.T
ail.'' This iTucial (|U('-ti(iii \va> folluuril I'v the mature judg-
mrnt of tl„. jnriM, " It i> iiut Christian, "it i- not ha>cd ,7n
f'"' Cruri!i,il One." X,,, ( liri.-tianity lia.- not faili'd, hut it

has gonr steadily on througii the centnVies giving out its lii,dit,

sweetening the hitter waters, healing hr.iken hearts, and hold-
ing up ( lirist as the Saviour <<{ nirn an . the (iiver „f eternal
life. It is the I'hurcli <irf/ani:itfions calling themselves after
the name of Christ which have failed, miserahly failed, a
faihire which ,-hniild bring tliein on tlieir knees iii sackcloth
and a-hcs. If the Cliri>tian Cluircii had not departed from
the .\postolie jin>>entation of the tJospel of Clirist; if it had
added the coniniaiidments of Christ to the Decalogue; if the
pulpits and tlie religious press had cclioed witirempliasi,-.
"Thou shalt not .iudge," "Thon shalt not render evil for evil."'

"Thou shalt love thy neighhor as thyself," war would liave

died out, African slavery never would have been known, ami
that liorrid traflic in into.xici.ting lifpiors for heverage pur-
poses, which the seKish human greed for money imported
from Tartarus, would iiewr have desolated the earth a> it

has done to an extent tliat war. famine and plague combined
have never eipialh'd. l-"roni many i|uarter> tlie question is


