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THE COMMERCIAL.

agont where therc wora formerly three, the {u.
nocent facmer is loss likely to have machines
forced upou him which he does not need. It
is not prohable that the Massey Haris o m
pany will bo doue any sorious tujary by th- ad-
verso comment passed upon 1t if the manageis
of the new company maho uro of tho groat ud-
vaa'ayes which they now possess to the benefic
to any consilorable extent of the purchasers of
their goods.
NEEDEv LEGISLATION,

The presence of the provincisl legislature of
Manitoba in session in Winnipeg, calls to mind
some of the subjects upon which legislative en.
actment is desiruble. There is the very impor.
tant mattor which nas been di-cussed provious.
ly ia these cila.aas, reganling the sp eul of
noxious weeds. Lo a graio country like Mani-
toba, it is of vital importonco that the spread
of weeds should de prevented.  Sufficient care
has naot bean given to this mattec i1 che pase,
and weeds have beon fast giining a dangerous
fooihold in sume sections of tho province. The
measures jn existeace to provide for the des.
truction of weeds, have beea found altogether
impracrical of enforcement, aad stringeat regu.
latious arc now absolutely necessary. Legisla.
tion upon this subj:ct should not oaly be of the
most stringeat character, but mesus should be
also provided for the vigorous enfarcemcent of
the same,

Aunotber matter upon which action should be
taken by the legizlature, is that of inavgurating
& comprehevsive aund systematic system of
drainage for the province. This matter has
been pressed upon the goveromeut by the
Wiauipeg board of trade, and it is underatood,
as is alse the case in the matter of weeds,
that the govecrament propuses taking some
action on these potats. In the matter of drain.
age, as also in the case of weeds, it seems clear
that cficieacy cso ouly be obtained through a
proviacial system. Tne goverament shoutd
take tnese mnattars in charge, instead of leaving
them to the muoicipalities. The drainage
que«tion the muaicipalities canunot deal with
effectively, because msay drains would require
to be coatinuad through twe or more muni.
cipalities to be of value, and jiint action by
different municipalities can seldun be secured.

Tne atteation of the legislature might also
be drawn to the advantages which would be
derive! from a more comgpreheusive and
thocough system of securing iuformation about
crops, live stock, and other statiscics. Yo the
Uaiced Szates the wora of gathevicg statistics
has besn carried to a great state of perfection
by the federal and state governments, Canada
has uo federal system whatever, anditis a
matter foc rezret that such is the cise, Au effi-
cient system of gatheriag statistics for the
whole coautry, uuder the direction of the
federal goveramsat, would be a  gread advaa.
tage. The abseaocs of this oaly reuders it the
more necessary that ths didereat proviacial
goveramoots shotild endeavor to sccure reliable
information of this nature. Manitoba has done
faicly well in the past in securing agricultural
statistics, but thore is room for Improve-
ment ia wseveral respects. JYaostead of
depending entirely wupon crop correspou-
dents, the governmeat might provide for obtain-
ing considerable valuable iaformation from

municipal officers. In tho state of Minunosots.
the ‘nuaicip il as-e-snre provide the state with
much information of thisclass. Muunicipal as-
nussoras visit all furms fa theiv divistons, and
thoy cuuld ut the name time prociuro a grens
deat of tufurinstion unbout cropa, live stick.
ete., to bo furnishell to the governmeat., In
formation gatnered by asscssors should he moc.
accurato than from crop correspondeats. Tne
assessors could of course only miko oane return
each yoar, nad the correspondents would have
1o he ralied upon for other rotucns,

‘There is need of some clhiangein onr litn laws
which, as they now stand, are not alike fair to
all classes of Uusiness men. As a rrle, mer
chanta in ordinwry store lines, are ata disad-
vantagoe in the mutter of liens. They
czonot ohtasin liens upon the goods
they scll, for the reason that the gonds are
ither quickly conrumed, o ara so chaunged as
to bo beyond identification, and valueless if
they could bo identified, Merzhants are also
at a disadvantage in compelling payusent of ao
counts, for after going to the expease of aeiz-
ing they nay fiad shat the articles taken are
covered by u licn, there bsing no registration to

show that the lieus existed. Along
with lioos is the system of exémp.
tlons, which it is about time to reform,

with a view to tota) abolition in the future, if
uot at once.

Another item in which the towns are partic.
ulaly interested, is tho graot of a consider-
uhle sum of moaey yearly to the rural muaici-
palities, from the consolidatad revenue of the
proviuce, These grants ace intonded for lozal
impravements, but are expended ut the option
of the municipalitles. [t is not ditficult to gee
that the system of paying provincial grants to
certain muaicipalities while excluling others, is
wroog io principle. It is questionable if the
necessary oxpenditure of rural muunicipalities {s
proportionately greater than that of incorpora-
ted towns. Nor are the latter wore able as a
rule to bear the expenditure, though perhaps
more willing to bear it. Special grants to rueal
muaicipalities is clearly an injustice to the
towns. The urban population of Manitoba,
however, are liberal enough to let this pass
without objectioa, were the grauts so made ex-
pended in the way cootemplated, for local
improvements. From the experienco of the
expenditure of these grants in the pase, it is
evideat that they should be withdrawn. The
money ejnal ia amount to these grants, may
still be applied to the advantage of rural
muaicipalitics, but it should be under the
coatrol of the government. If expended ia the
latter way for the carrying out of valuable
work in muaicipalitics, it is not likely that the
people of the towns would ohject, because
they werec not g}ming their share of the expen-
dicure.

POSTAL FAG.LITIES.

Itis to be hoped the post wifice department
at Ottawa wi'l see fic to grant the many re-
quests for increased mail facilities between
Winnipeg and the Pacific coast, There is a
daily oxpress train service betwcen Winnipeg
aund the coast but there is mail service on aix
days ouly. Thore scems tu be no good reason
why there should not be a mail service along
the line every day, as all the facilities exist for

providing this convenience. Tho important

trado intercsts botween Winnipeg and ali
polots wesk along tho main line, demani every
passihle conveaieace in the mattar of parea’ 4¢.
sammodation. Teado intorests botwaen Muqj
oby and Pacifis corst poluts have ince useq
aewlily, uatit now they have assumel grea
vnportance, and a daily mail servico briweeq
tha coast and Manitoba poiats. would bo 4reat.
vy appracisted.  In many ways, serivas ¢ 00g
veniouce is fo't on account of the presoat ay.
rangemeont, and it {4 hoped the defect wil be
remodied at an carly date.

United Siates Crap Report.

The March report of distributira of wheat
aua corn by tho statistician of the dupartineat
of agriculturo for the Unived States m ks thy
stock of wheat in growers’ haads 17 vwoy
bushels, or 23 pec cent. of the crop; 63,039 00
bushels of spring wheat and 103,0)0,04+ naeh.
vls of winter whear, much of . the latter ip
States which have practicslly no commarciy
distribution, but entering iato local consum
tion for bread and sesd. Thia is the largat
reaprve over veparred, that of tne largest pre
vious crop (of 1881) being only 69,000,000
bushels Tha exports from July 1 to Mreh ),
were 16£.000,000 bushels, the fall seed 34 0w,
000 bushels, the consupmtivn appareatly 200,
000,000 bushels, but a lurger proportioa is takes
for consumption in the falt aod winter, aad the
actual coosumption is proportionally greater
thau in the spriog und summer, Tbe wssumed
consumption feom March 1, 1891, to Maxch ],
1592. is 300,000,000 hushels, fur a population
of 64,300,000; the exports 206,000,000 bushels;
the seed 56,000,000 bushels, a distribution of
562,000,000 bushets, With 41.000,%00 busbels
visible and 171,000,000 hushels invisible, 27,
000,000 bushels are not directly accounted for
previously, which came in the unprecedented
squeezing of all sorts of reserves, mainly from
the always uaaccounted stock ot fl aur hetween
mill avd 1south, and from small vnacesuated
stocks between the farmers’ granarics aad the
visible supply. Tho average weight of wheat
is 8.5 pounds per measured bushel, whishis
the estimated weight of the crop of 185;, avd i
nive-tenths of a pound above the average of
cight previous years. The estimated quantity
of corn in farmers’ hands is 860,000,000 bushels,
or 41.8 per cent of thecrop. This s the largest
proportion ever reported,

Raw Fars.

Muskrat i3 very much lower, and at prevail-
ing prices the article proves attractive to many,
we hear of large sales; at the sama time low
values for muskrat must have a depressiog ef-
fect on furs that aro at tinles used as substi-
tutes, noticeably such as sheared and hall
sheared, black, brown, Freach and Belgian
coueys; it is strange, in view of this fact, that
the largest manufacturer of Belgian coney has
advanced his tariff for half sh ared black skins,
There is a good local demand for skuunk, opos-
sum, gray fox, lyox, bears and well furred
coen. In imported furs the articles heretofoe
used will be in fuvor again; other fancy articles
will find some fuvor. Wo advise great caution
in handling fancy articles that depend almost
wholly upun the whims of fashion.—New otk
Fur Trade Review,

It is only at occasional intervals that atten-
tion is directed to the enormous mass of the
population ¢f British India. The final revied
figures of the Indian census of 1891 nlace tho
population of that colony at 238,159,692, This
is a total amounting to between seven and eight
times tho total population of the Uated Kiog:
dom. Tho country has now a dendity of 188
persons to tho square mile, as agai st 1655
persons to the squaro milo ten years ago.
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