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EPIDEMICS AND COMMERGCE

Our own continenc like Europe has at
times scourges in the way of disease, but
like that continent they are as a rule
confined to its Southern portions, and scl-
dom make much havoc in Northern lati-
tudes. Oholera has time and again swept
the Mediterranean shores of Europe,ashas
yellow fever the portion of this continent
swept by the breezes from the Gulf of
Mexico, bui the deadly eflects of Loth
seom to be mitigated as they travel North-
ward, until thoy finally disappear in the
frosts of more Northerly temperatures.
There seems to be one disease, however,
which no tewmperature will guarantee
jmmunity from, nawely swall pox, and
which the keen breath of winter seems
only to fan into greator force. At present
Montreal is suffering from such a visita-
tion, the tervors of which, like most others,
arene doubt magnified by distance and
seem greater in other places than to the
residents of that unfortunate city.

Our duty is to look to the effects of
such scourges upon commence, and these
are under the most favorable circum-
stances very depressing. Oualy those who
have undergone a quarrantine after a sea
passage trom some infected country can
fully comprehend how epidemics psralyze
trade botween maritime nations, and
those of us who have come North fromsome
Southern State where yellow fever ex-
isted, will remember during life the tanta-
lizing delays, and suffocating disinfecting
process we were subjected to before being
allowed to go ab Jiberty in a Northern
town or city, All these are no doubt
very necessary precautions, and the burden
they are upon personal travel furnishes
an index to how trade must be affected
by a similar cause.

Travellers from Montreal ~re now hav-
ing their full share of these very necessary
anaoyances, and yet the trade of that
city is suffering far more from other cir-
cumstances, which seem as unnecessary
ead as unfounded as can well be imagined.
For instance the scare about goods shipp-
ed from that city have reachked a point
where even the ludicrous is overstretched.
‘We understand that throughout Ontario
the sale of Montreal furs, clothing, boots
and shoes and such like has for a time

almost ceased. Compotitors from Toronto
and other cities aro taking paius to fan
tho small pox scare into as big a lame as
possible for their own selfish ends, and
have succeeded so welly that it is now not
uncommion to find a country dealer in
hardware and meta) goods, who assures
bis customers of immunity from small
pox by placarding in his store “No Mon-
treal goods sold here.” The absurdity of
such a state of affairs may well draw the
smile from those, who are able to measure
the small pox infection which a hay fork
or a bar of ivon can carry.around with it.

Medical men are probably the greatest
alarmists about disease contagion, as many
people have experienced. Iw the oftico of
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employee afllicted with prairie itch was
declared to have small pox by two medi-
cal men of standing, and on the strength
of their diagnosis, every one in the estab-
lishment from the publisher down to the
devil had to be vaccinated. No doubt
but professional gentlemen have contri-
buted much towards the Montreal small
pox scare, but we have yet to hear of
medical men telling the world thet con-
tagion can be carried in pig lead, iron
frying panms, coal oil lamps or crockery
ond glassware, and many of them have
declared that there is scarcely a line of
now goods by which it can be carried from
one place to another. That their state-
ments are not credited and acted upon is
no doubt due to the fact that commercial
travellers are as a rule more persuasive
individuals than doctors.

Some people may infer that we advo-
cate the doing away with all precautions
for the prevention of the spread of small
pox into other places than Montreal. On
the contrary we advocate the adoption of
the most stringent measures, but v-e also
advocate their taking a sensible form.
While people are afraid of Montreal goods
bringing small pox with them they arc
daily meeting in other cities men who
have come direct from that place, and who
are capable of carrying with them more
contagion than ten car loads of general
merchandise, and all the protection the
people have from the possibility, and even
the probability of contagion with such
men is a scab on each of their arms and
a certificate of vaccination in cach of
their pockets, which may be more or less
of & protection to the party in possession
of them, but none whatever to those whe
come in contact with them.

Docs it ever occur to the people who
are so unnceessarily scared that the scab
on a Montreal frying pan, or a certificate
of vaccination on a web of Montreal fus-
tian would be as effectral a preventative
as when attached to individuals, which
means simply that they are no preventa-
tive at all. DBut if we are to measure the
accepted ideas about small pox contagion
by the actions of the many, the medical
men of Montreal can apply their vaccina-
tion taclics to merchandise, and besides
making o profitable addition to their
practice they will save the commerce of
theeity. 7f they will not protect distant
purchasers from contagion they will at
least ponder to their nonsensical fears.

As has already been hinted by a Win-
nipeg daily journal, with the opening
of the all-rail route from Montreal here,
there is great danger of small pox appear.
ing among us, but there is not the slight-
est danger of its being brought here in
consignments of merchandise. It has a
thousand times wore chance to be brought
here Ly individuals with vaccination
certificates in their pockets and scabs on
their arms, and in our efforts to check its
spread this should be kept steadily in
mind. There is no necessity for our in-
flicting un-called-for injury on commence,
and when by encouraging a foolish and
groundless fear we paralyze the trade of
Montreal, we strike a heavy blow at the
commerco of Cenada.

DAILY BOARD OF TRADE MEETING.

As will be seen in the report of the
Winnipeg Board of Trade in anc.aer part
of our columng, there isa movement on
foot to establish daily meetings of the
Board for the conduct of grain, provi-
sion and other transactions, and there is
every reason to believe, that the move-
ment will soon take practical shape.

‘Within the past few years the sphere
of usefulness of our city Board of Trade
has been gradually widening, until the
institution can r.o longer be looked upon
as an sssociation of men, who meet to-
gether, to look after their own interests
and those of their fellow towusmen in
trade affairs, but as an iustitution en-
trusted with the organizing of comuer
cial affairs in such a way, as to bhenefit
the whele province of Manitoba. The
city is the commercial head as well as
the leading vailway competing point in
the province, and naturally the greatest
efforts at provincial trade organisation



