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THE CANADA LUMBERMAN

REPORT 0F THlE QUEBEC COLONIZATION COMMISSION
Relations Botwoon the Luimbortnen and Bon& Fido Sottiors Perfoctly Harmonlous.

Startlingt Evîdlonco Prosentod as ta Wholosalo Speaulation in Timbor on Protonce
of Settlement.-RcommonslatiflO for Remodying the Evil.

The report of the Colonization Commission
appointed by the Quebec Governiment htts becn
presented to the Legisiature and is a very int.
partant document. The duties assigned to the
Commission wvere, iii part, to makte a critical
study of the Iaws and regulations rebpezting
public lands, Woods and forests, and the pro-
tection ot settlers; t0 enquire lot the number
and causes of the difficulties between settiers
and holders of timber licenses, and to advise
upon methods for their preventian anud removai;
to study the new proposai or systems which
may be submitted ta it, and, whiist taking into
account the financial resources of the province,
to recommend those tvhich tend ta amend the
iaws and regulations so as 10 foster colonization
and the development of forest industries.

17he final Commission was composed of
Messrs. J. H. Legris, Chairman ; J. C. Lan-
gelier, Secretary ; John L. Brodieand P. N.
Thivierge.

Tne report is divided into ttvo parts, what
has been ascertained and what is rec.ommend-
ed. Extracts from the report are printed below.

Tue Commission fotind, practicaliy speaki:îg, no
reai ;;.-usids of complaint on the part of bona fide
seltiers. Tiiese setliers complaira neillier ofîbhe lawv nor
of the regulations; neitber do they complaina of those
wlîo iiold licenses for culting timber, wlaile tbe latter,
far front complainaing af the bonsa fide setlers, want
tuenta and aven look tipon tliem as valuable belpers, as
faiUtul guardians and proleetors of Ilîcir domain
again.î the ravages aI tire. On Ibis point we refer ta
tbe despoçitions of the lintit.boldcrs, espectally those of
Hons. hir. Edwards, of AMr. J. R. Baothî and of Mr. WV.
Price, flic largast holders of timber limitç. Ail bave
dcclarcd ta us under oash finis, instead af being the
focs af flie limtl.oldcrs, bouia fide selliers are allies
wlaoup tbey need annd tvho rensdzr thenta valuabie
services.

There is tiierefore no antagonismi betwenr tbe
liolders of tituber licenses and real setticua or tho.;e wvio
laostly lake up public lanids willi the view of clearing
tliemr and not of speculating on thie timber. On Ibis
point liere clin bc no set ious dispute based on facts
accurring frequanîly enouiga 10 deserve being taken
int cosisideration. Of course, Ibare mray be-we bave
even bonrd some-,.isolated cases tvhere tbe license-
bolderb have been guilly of iijuslice towards bona fide
setlers; but thase arc exceptionq whicb oniy go ta
provoe ttruie.

Il has been allegcd taI iicensc.hlders cut timber on
seiîlars* lots eveti atter the latter are laken out of Iheir
licenses. During the first inqaiiry beld in blonîreal,
titis charge was made by Mr. Caruafel, secrelary, and
by Dr. Brisson, manager of the Calonizatioai Society of
that cily. Neveralîclass, wbcn prcssd by tue coin-
missioners <o give tacts ina rupport of so sariolit' an ac-
cusation, M. Carufel deuiared fibat ha was uniable ta do
so. Dr. B3risson cited a case in 1883 wiliout sPccifying
any details aîtd caîald tots give any nmore reccaît facîs.
Thea evasive replies of liiose two oflicers oi tire Coloniza-
lion Society show ciearly fitua iliy look for granîed
sateamettq made whlaoly witiiout lotindation. The
position iliîcy occupy gives to sucli stonies a sariousness
caiculated ho dater a garent many whlo miglat ollîcrwise
bc ircPnecl îo,îakc up lands and seutle ani thons. It is
ta ha regretcd that men, spccialiy charged wilb file
duty offurthcring the colonization motvement, slîould
thus repicat, withîout bcing abie to produce evîdence ai
any weigiit, slalemîtts s0 caicultd ta imporee<lia
progress of tuat mioverrent.

CUTT1ING TIltitEi ON SETTLiIR'S LOTS.
The only âarious case of cut.ing timber ont lots tîndar

location tickets «and taken rait of tlie timber lic.-nses is
tiaat in conatection with lotq 17, 98, tg, à0 and 21tO fhle

8tii &ange of Amqui in Mlapedia. Aller advertising
tine canccliag of tiiese lots, the Cruwn Lands Depart-
ment, oui two successive occasions, granîcd the lialdersi
of location tickets a dclav la enahie llîem ho comply
tvita the regulations. Dcaning ftae dclay and wlile tae
loration tickets wcre stili in force, a joliber of lte flrnt
of Price Brm.,. and for the accaunt of the snid firrn
hegan lîantering tiiere iasI fal. During lasi wintcr
t 5,000 iogs were cut, and, as lie bimseit %ays in lais
evidence (Enquete ai Quabec, deposition af J. A7. The-
berge), lie would bave cul 40,000 more iîad flostalis
aperatians baera stopped by tbreats of judicial proced-
ings an file part af the bolders ci locationt tickets.

Ta jusîify tiais proceeding, <lie contractor, Theharge,
says in bis evidence that the firm ai Price Brais. fiad
cleared <lie river . that tiaeiots were taken and field
for <lie benefit of ta vner of a sas-mitt in lte vicia-
iîy. AilthIis is prohably truc but it is nevertbelcas a
lact Ibat tlie license-liolder uni.swfully caused timber
ta bcecul on lots tstken out of scach license and in thie
possession of the boldera of sucli tickets.

This is the oly case that bas came to the know.-
lcdgc of the Commission, in the course of ail its in-
vestigations, of a license-holder haviîîg uniawluliy
caused timber <o bcecut an lots field under location
ticket and talion out of a license.

us TiMitER CtiT JELOW REGULATLON DIAMETER.
Another aileged graund of campiaint set forth in the

evidence and elsewbere, is that lte liceaîse bolders
liaster' ta strip the lots of linther as soon as the latter
are put under lication tickets ; in allier wards they
remove ail the limbter, aven tha< whicb tlîcy arc tnt
allawed ta cul under their licenses.

This assertion is neitlier tounded on norjusîifled by
tacts. A few cases coeur in whicb the license liolders,
or ratlier Ibeir jobbers, cut down spruce of sinaitar

dmensionis at the stump, ltut is, hwo and a hait fect froin
Liîe ground, than is aliowed by the regulations; but
these cases are quite exceptional. In <le course of
luinbering operations in the farest il sometintes bappens
that, in cutting down a large tree, il catches in a sntatl
onc whicb must albo bc cut down ta allow the large
ana ta fait. The stmait tree sa felled is cut mbt logs
and used alhbougi fot of the regulation diameter. It
muai ha admitted that il ia better ta use it than allow
il ta ba wasled in the bush. Smai tracs are also cut
Io ntake skids on'which the lags are plied. Fornterly
thase skids were loft in the waods and ivere lost ; aI
present the entployecs ai the Crown Lands Depart-
men, compel the lumbermen ho use Ilium and take
<hem awav: ttipv flartire amntnnga the Ilags. At first siglit
the presence of those bmali logs amangst the large
cies scems an infringentent ai the regulations, but il
as incontestable that Ibis practice slîould be encour-
agcd instaad of being blamed, for it isI th Ie advan-
tage of lthe public revenue and makes the moal of Ibis
antail timber wiuich would otlîcrwise bc loat.

The places wviire the cutting of spruce smnalier than
the regulation dianteto'r most traquently occur.q are
the region of the St. Maurice, Iliat of Maîtawin and
the country in rear oftJoliette. On several occasions
the woods and foresîs brandi lias caused inquiries to
bc field uplon complaints being made ta that affect, and
in four casas ouI of five il ivas found that sucli cont-
plaints bad no real foumîdation.

TIAIBER FOR SETTLERS.
Tua stories aboaut stripping tue lots of timber are

aimosî invariabiy spread hy speculatars disappointcd in
their scliemes b>' the vigilance af tlie Crown Lands
Deparînent and ils officers. Untortunately these spec-
ualators are lo bc faund in large nunthers aven among
the redl setlers. A man sakies up a lot, makes enougis

iaîîprovements oii ilto pratect iîimbelragainst cancetia.
lion, but especialiy makes the lumber as quickly a.,
possible or scits the cul, tiien abandons tlie loib aote
up anothor clsewhere. If lie fait% to %ccurc fiais allier
lot immediatcly, hic cries oui abat !te ts ii.îrented. tit
fict Govertnient as obtructing coionization by reluuag
la soif lois to Selliers. Tiserc are even soine wvho c trry
their spirit of enterprise tu thlaiengthi of ciîanging di-.
tricîs, of moving frous an agency, wvhere thcy arc lti~
%voit known ta fug tuer play Mias gaine successtuiIy, ta
anotmer whare they are saot known and whiere tiacy cars
succecd more easiiy in carrying out their designas.

WVa are .conviaîced sisat, by diai of rcpeating in evcry
kcy Iliat in the Province of Quctacc oniy lots strappcui
by the lumber mcrciaants irc piaced ai the dispîosai ci
settiers, on %Nh;çi there dues nlt evco reinsan enouga
wood fur the construction of farmi building.,, consîder.
able damage has been donc ta the progress of coloataz.
ation. It as necessary ta checkmata the depiorabie
cnntpaigna organized by specil-tiors andl reprcscnt
thing. as tiîoy realiy are.

WVia wc have ascertnined in the course of our
etiquiries enables titi to teil a 'r feilow.counairymen in the
United States and the peopie an the aider paritilcs 'vlio
-ire disposcd ta seule un Government lands, iliatthcy
may be sure uf flnding taîcrean ail the tamber needed for
building and even for sale to msaaataan iacir famies
during the flrst ycara, and âtuc wood as ftnnuaiiy
incrensing in value.

A%, regatdq ilie timber which romains for lte settier,
the most advantageous regitins are unqucstionabiy tue
vaiiey of the Metapcdia and flie caunty otBonave.ttire.
Tiae ricbness of file lots in this region, espectaiy an
cedar, is rcaily cxtraordinary. Lots wiîicl yaeid 5,ooo
or 6,ooo and even a o,ooo L>gs of cedar and spruce,
ap«nt front birch and other %%ood, or 25o,ooo, 300,000
and aven i,ooo,ooo feed of merchantable tamiber, are
flot scarce.

SI'ECULATORS IN TINIBER.

The number of specuiators in Governmetnt lots and in
timber, aiready very considerable, is constantiy on tic
increase. Tbcse interioptrs are the scaurge 0f caloniz.
ation, a !,tabjec* of continuai trouble and an occasion of
serioas lossas ta thie license-boiders and the Govern-
ment. The extraordinary increased value whicb ait
woods hatc attained witbin four or fiva ycars bas
caused Ibis tribe ta spring up in ail parts ai thlirovince
and ibeir operations bave assumed proportions wvhich
lia%,e become aimost a menaace ta tbe legîinîmateiy con-
ducted lumb'ýr indusîry.

Tue process adopted by sbese intcrlopers ta croate
for tiiemselves forcst domains is of tbe simples(. Under
tbe prctext of colonization, tlie .v lots taken up by
pret-.-noms or fictitiaus settiers, ta wboin tbcy furnisi
the monte), la procure the locat*on tickets. Before even
sie issuiaag af the ticket, in many cases, tbey gel the
eut oi timiber on tbe lot transferrcd to tbcm for a trifle
and thie gaine is played. If tua Crown Lands Depari.
ment besitates ta concede the lot applied for, the spec.
ulator sets ta work ail the influences be cata commnand.
WVben ail these intriguea lait to overcome the resistance
of the Govcrnment, tbe disappoinîced sjîeculatar sets up
the autcry that the Crown Lands Deparinent kç imped.
ing colonization by refusing delivery of the publie lands
to, gs<tion.

This is tbe great, tlic sole cat..e-so Ia speak-cf ail
tbe otitcry tlîat lias bao raised for %orne years past in
regard ta the pretcnded refusai by the Goverjîmnent ta
concede lots ta setliers. And we regret ta bc under
the painful necessity of stasing liant the ever increasing
pbalanx oi these speculators is -recruited even front
among tbc ieading cL.isscs ot Society.

THIE LAW RESqPEcTING FATIIERS 0F TWaELVE RIIILDREN.
In passing the iaw whichi gives ta each fatber of a

family af tweve living childrea the riglit ta a frce grant
ofanc bundred.acres ai Crowaî lands, the Legislature
had in vicw ta stimuSate the progress of colonization.
The speculatars, lioweter, bave managed ta convert
lisais patriolic legisiation int unc of their mast effective
wcapons. In tle Eastern Townships, cbiefly, there are
people wvbo make a <rade of bunting out the laitiers cf
twelve children in ail parts af the province and purclas-
ing tlîeir rigbls. They prepare the paperg prescribcd
by thie law, carry on the correspondence, etc. The lot
is sold ta thenta in advancc, gcncrally for $30, and the
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