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the earlier part of his speech, discusses the
question as if English precedents vere in
point, but in the concluding portion he
affirms that " it- was centrary to the Act of
Confedleration that such a power' should be
vested in tle Lieutenant-Governors of
Provinces." Ife bas not deemied it expe-
dient to explain the meaning of the clause
in the British America Act which express-
]y empowers the Lieutenant-Governor to
appoint " fr'om tiîne to tinte " an execu-
tive couneil. But indeed wien Mr. Kerr
has ar;ived at the conclusion that the
Legislature of Quebec " is more in the na-
ture ofi a municipal council witlh extended

powers than a parliament," it is alnost
useless to discuss the subject further.
We should like lhim to furnish a prece-
dent for a mun icipal coumcil with a respion-
sible miinistry. But, further wIlile Mr.
Kerr advances these positions lie evident-
]y relies mainly on the faet that the non-
exercise of the power of dismissal in Eng-
land in modern tiies affords proof of the
uinconstitutionality of the Act. We nmay
state here that ive accept Mr. Kerr's deli-
nition of the tern " unconstitutional," and
admit that a proceeding miay be legal and
still may be iwliat would be considered
uinconstîtutional. .We deny, how'ever, the
application of the principle. Whats are
t'5'med ininisterial crises iiivariably arise
frozn a difl'erence between the ministry of
the diiy and the Ciîown, or one of the. tuo

ouses of Par'liament, or froin a difference
among tlemselvs. 'The diflerences with
tie Çrown sonetinies result in dismllissal
sonietimes il resignation, and Mr. Kerr

only cites tle cases of dismissal. Now,
let us cite him a precedent, and one ex-
aotly in point: In 1801 Mr. Pitt submitted
lis advice to George Ii. that a Catholic Re-
lieffBill should be introduced into Parlia-
n nt. hleing refused lis consent. anîd
Mr. Pitt resigned. Cain any eue have the
least d9ibt that if Mi Pitt liad done what
ne English minister vould dream of

doing, riz.: tliat if lie had introluced
such a bill, without the Royal sanction
lie vould have beei1 dismissed ? If Mr.
DeBptcherille hd subnitted lis bill in
accordance w'ith w'lat 'Mr. Todd defines,
and Mr. K err mutîst, know te be consti-
tutional usage, the result would live
been resignation in consequence of' the
Lieutenant-Governior's refusai, or, after
full discussionalterations in the bill, sici
as are of evqiy-day occurrence, or its total
abandoiiment. Disnissal could not have
occurred, had the ex-miiinisters acted con-
stitutionally. In fact, bothi as te theiail-
way bill and the Tax bil, he evidence is
oavrwhelm ing against themu, and their
supporters cctually coniplain of the
Igetent Governor b.ecause thiey forced

him te a dismissal by tlieir own uncon-
stitutional cet. We may observe here
with reference te another point, that it is,
conparatively speacing, of little import-
ance whether the proclamation was wlat
is termred the formail one, proroguing Par-
liamîent, cio the one for tle despatch of
business. Iowv cai any one tell that the
Lieutenant-Governor did-not meanu te
press cn earlier nleetilig? ''lie point t.îat
iust be kept in view is, that the Lieu ten-

ant-Governor ought, as a rule, te be con-
sulted,'aEid more especially ivhen bis sig-
nature cio express authority is required.
Mr. Kerr states tliat the authorities in
the Jou in, A or Com1ERcE, aie net applica-
ble, and especially that the case of Lord
Palmerston is not in point. We fiear thaLt
Mr. err lias failed te comprelhend oui'
illustration. Every single quotationl that

we made ias in point, but the object of
referring te the Palmerston case wvas, as
clearly stated, to provo héowi rgidly the
Sovereign in Englaind exacted subiission
to lie of every despatclh, and her approval
of it before action iwas taken. Mir. Xcri
dvells at considerable lengt.h on the ques-
tien Of prerogat.ive, wlich, after aIl, is net
inuch ii point. No one alis aigtuedl that t.he
Governor-General is eipoivered to exer-
cise ail ie prerogitives of the Croivn, or
that the Lieutenant Governor cau exercise
the prerogatives entrusted te the Gover-
ior-Genieral. flic British Aierica Act
defines tlc respective powers of each with
suflicient precision, and Lord Carnavon 's
despatch to Lord Dnferin aIcd special
reference te the pardon prerogative, on
whicli there had been aid ifference betweenu
the Imperial Governmient and the Cina-
(lian. Let not Mr. Xcrr forget that Sir
John Mîlacdonald consented te that poier
being placed in the hands of the Lieu ten-
ant-Governor. Mr. Xerr's references te
George II 's arbitrary exercise of' power
are not in point. The Xing exercised
that power because the iiinisters wlion
lie appoiited, and who defended lis acts,
had lthe support of the loiuse et' Coi-
mens and the nation. For imany years
prior te his accession te the throne, ani oli-
garchy, comaposed of t.he heads of certain
aristocratic tamilies, hadl by borough ancd
other influences (gross corruption unidier
Walpole,) governed the country, and
Geoige I1. succeeded in breaking it
clown. The dismissil of 1834 n'as an at
tempt o' the Xing te overthirow a minis-
try te lhich in the last two or three years
of his reigin lie w'as bitterly hostile. Ile
iisjudiged fic state of public opinion,
but, if e aire not mîîistaken, Sir Robert
Peel obtained a small tnajority in Enîglancd,
and wnas beaten by Scotch and Irish votes.
Had snie tw'n nty or thirty constitueimoies

gene differently, the dismissal would have
been justified by the result. With regard
te our owni crisis, he the result whbat it
nay, we believe that no future Ministry
ivill treat c Lieutenait-Governor as
Lieutenant-Goveriior Letellier was tient-
ed. Although we think it very unfortu-
uate thlat any explanations beyond those
expressly authorized have been made, yet
ie sec nothing in any of the statenients
to lead ils te doubt that if the ex-miniis-
ters had subimitted their mnesures te the
Lieutenant-Governor and discussed theni
frankly vith hiii, tlie crisis imiigit have
been avoided.

-There iere twenty-nine taitlires in lhis
city in NMarch, wi th liablilities of abou t $700,000.
As compared with the preccding mouth there
is a iarked iliproveiment.

- The debt of' Montrcal is $1T1h1,78. The
treasurer's report for 1877 showîs a surplus of
$5,000, every comimiittec haviig speit less

than its appropriation.
-- The British Amica InsuraIcC Company

of Toronto lias exteinded ils maritime blisiniess
to NovI Scotia.

-A first iai finl livideild I ' cents mi
the dol1r lias been declarcd in flic estate of W.
J. Neelini, dealer in gent s' furnishinîgs, O tIawa.

- The lifait'x Gas Company las decidied to
reilce the price of' gas from $3 to $2.80 lier
thousand ftet.

- The Quebec anid ltnilf Ports Steamiship
Company have purchased another steamiler for
their le in New York, paying tierefor' $22,000.

- rte Baiik of New Brinswicl his lalitredi
a dividend of 4 pier cent, for hie ncarrent half
yeair.

- 31r. Trow's bill to declare Life [îisiranice
policies ioii-eitailible lis beei wiilidrawn'îi.

- J. Miussen & Co., dr'ggists, Quiebec, have
obiitiied al composition ait40 cents on the dollar.

USINEBS CHANI.S.
Anong tli business changes whicli have re-

cently occuîrred, ne nlote the tellowing:
Dissoiuiieoîs.-Dignanî îî & Sniîih h, genîeral

storee Brighton, ciontinnied by,V. i. S. Dignan;
Fingland & Draper, dry goods, Ottana, coi-
tinnîîed by Benjamin Draper; Leavenis, Parsons
& Chevrier, oils lamîps, eic., Ottawa, by retire-
ment of Jos. A. Chevrier, continuîed hy D. I.
Leavens and G. E. Pirsons; Paliiieiif & lai-
cotte, general store, St. Cesaire, continued by'
Ir. Plhiiiieiif; Shuttleworth & lBro., Brantf'ord,
continued by J. R. Siittlewvorthî ; Maxwell &
Graliai, general store, Chesley, continued by C.
laxwell ; Short & Co., hardware, Woodstock,

continiiied by John G. liort, undler style of' J.
G. Short & Co.; R. Finlay & Co., goneral store,
iheclord, R. Finlay retires anda chals. Shepplard
continues ; Dellor & Scott, drgs, Niiaanee,
continued by Mr. Detlor; Thonipson &, Free-
horn, general store, West Corners, continuel by
Thos. Freebori ; S. & J. B. Dickson, lumber
Peiiibroke, continuîed by J. B. Diecsoi ; Jack-
son & McTavish, grocers, Lindsay ; and ui ,r
Scott &, Annad, iierchants, Halifax.

il. G.hMoiniciii, grocer Quebec, offers ta coii
promise et 40 cents on the dollar. Frs. lorroe


