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trial increages your ability, and you will finally succeed by dint of the
Very wisdom and strength gained in the effort, even though at first the
Problem was beyond your skill. It is the studi, and not the_answcr,
that really rewards your pains. Look at that boy who has just suc-
ceeded aftcr six hours of hard study, perhaps; how his large eye is lit
Up with a proud joy, as he marches to his class. He treadslike a con-
Queror. And well he may. Last night his lamp burned late, and this
morning he waked at dawn. Once or twice he nearly gave up. He
had tried his last thought; but a new thought strikes him, s he pon-

I8 over the last process. He tries once more and succeeds, and now
mark the air of conscious strength with which he pronounces his de-
Monstration, His poor, weak schoolmate who gave up that same
Problem after the first faint trial, now looks up to him with gomethmg
O wonder, as to a superior being. And he is his superior. That
Problem fieg there, a great gulf between those boys who yesterday
8tood gide by side. They will never stand together as equals again.
The boy that did it for himself has taken a stride upward, and what is

eter still, has gained strengh to take other and greater ones. The

0¥ who waited to see others do it, has lost both strength and courage,
and ig already looking for some good excuse to give up school and
*tudy forever, The one is on the high way to a noble and masterly
manhood ; the other has already entered upon a life of defeat, disap-
Polutment gnd dis grace.— Michigan Journal of Edueation.
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MONTHLY SUMMARY,

Of the 1044 persons (685 males, and 341 females,) committed to the County
Jail, Toronto, in 1864, there were who neither could read nor write, males
_2911 females 196; could read only, males 125, females 68 ; read and write
Impertectly, males 285, females 75; read and write well, males 20, females

8 superior education, males 8, females 0.....The Patrie says that the St. .

ohu's College, Fordham, of the United States, has lately conferred the
onorary degree of LL.D. upon the Hon. Dennis Benjamin Viger, member
of the Legistative Council ; the Hon. G. E. Cartier, Provincial Secretary ;
the Hon. A. N. Morin, Judge of the Superior Court; Jean Bte. Meilleur,
- D., Superintendent of the Public Schools in Lower Canada; Come
eraphin Cherrier, Esq., Q. €., Presideat of the Bar of Lower Canada; and
F, Ribaud, Professor of Jurisprudence, St. Mary’s College.....A Niagara
Paper in reporting the recent examinations of the Common Schools in the
town, complains in sirong terms of the apathy of the public in regard to
these examinations, compared with their zeal in less important matters,
The Editor also adds: “ We want many improvements in Niagara, but
our greatest want of all and that which ought to be provided before any
thing elso, is a well-built and commodious edifice for our Common Sehools.
«+-.The Barrie Adyance of the 28th March, in referring to the new schoo!
‘ouses in the City of Toronto, observes: * They are of a character in keep-
ing fvith other improvements in architecture, and an honor to the country.
Their value, however, will be felt hereafter; and like Scotland we shall at
8ome future period be able to say——our children have had instraction and
€ducation to fit them for the ordinary offices of life ; and if to this, learning
Je ‘dded, it must come from subsequent cultivation of the mind firat brought
1o exercige by means of Common Schools, for which the public is taxed
and willingly pays.”....A correspondent of the Stratford Beacon, in speak-
Ing of the recent examination in 8. 8. No. 8, North Easthope, states that
© attendance of pupils was about 50 per cent over last year, in conse-
Quence of the introduction of the Free School System. He complains, how-
Sver, that while the examination was most interesting on the part of the
Pupils, the indifference manifested by the parents was most discouraging.

FREE SCHOOLS IN THE NEW CITY OF OTTAWA.
We have received the following abstract from the minutes of proceedings
of ﬁ_“’ Board of School Trustees for the City of Ottawa. It contains infor-
T8tion upon matters of great importanee to the inhabitanta :
ch Ward pays for its own School, and a share of the contingent ex-
DPengeg of the Board of School Trustees, proportionate to the number of
002 in the Ward.
he Free System has been adopted in all the male and female schools of
exe city, under the control of the Trustees, consequently there will be no
Cuse for parties not sending their children to school.
be scale of salaries is as follows:
« Te'*c‘“‘eﬁ—-lst‘class, Normal School, .+« g+« ++-..£100 per annum.

do. County Board, «cecececesscees 85 “
o “ 2nd class, % d’ g«
“ 8rd class, “ L iiiirasees B

FemaleTeachers, 18t clags, Normal School,.............. £70 per annum

« “ do. County Board,.............. 60 «
« m ond class, “ teenncennasses BT10 ¢
M « 8rd class, ‘“ ceses

secesees. BB “
Teachers furnishing the necessary accommodation. ;

Schools in which the number of scholars shall not average during the
summer months 30, are discontinued.

No teacher shall be required to teach more than 60 echolars.—Ottawa
Citizen,

SIR EDMUND HEAD AT M‘GILL COLLEGE.

While at Montreal, lately, inaugurating the Provincial Exhibition, His
Excelleney visited M‘Gill College, when the following address was pre-
sented to him : :

To His Excellency Sir Edmund Walker Head, Baronet, Governor General
of British North America, &c. &c. de.
My 1T Puease Your ExcELLENCY:

The Governors, Principal, and Fellows of the University of McGill
College, beg leave to approach your Excellency with expressions of con-
gratulation and respect. Feeling, in common with all who have had an
interest in the cause of Education, that its infant institutions, struggling
with difficulties peculiar to a new country, require the countenance and
fostering care of judicious rulers, they address themseives with confidence
to your Excellency, as one whose earnest attention to that important sub-
ject has ever been consistent with the character of an accomplished scholar
and enlightened friend of learning.

The University wkich they have the honor to represent, and of which the
Governor General is Official Visitor, was regarded by your Excellency’a
distinguished predecessor with much consideration and friendly interest ;
and they trust that, without presumption, they may declare their hope that
the Institution will be favored with like encouragemen by your Excellency,
80 soon as an opportunity shall have been afforded of making you acquaint-
ed with its character and circumstances, and its claims upon publie support.

In asking leave, the Governors, Principal and Fellows, desire respectfully

_to express¢ a wish that your Excellency’s administration of the Government

of this Province may be happy and honorable, and that the blessings of
Providence may rest upon your public labors, as well as upon your ?rivaw
and domestic relations.

To which His Excellency replied in nearly the following words : —

Mgz. PrisciraL, GovERNORS AND FEnLows.—1 am exceedingly happy to
meet you here this day. Ofall the objects which can seriously occupy the
attention of man, that of education is the most important. Elementary
schools in this Province are common, but in them are taught mainly those
necessary branches of education which adapt man for the ordinary plrsuits
of life. The commen schools in the sister Province have proved eminently
successful ; but yet great difficulties have been found to beset the Universi-
ties in which the higher branches of learning are alone taught. With the
increasing progress of the country, those will, I hope, become less and less
insurmountable. I have become acquainted with the difficulties under
which this fine institution has labored for many years. It will give me
great pleasure, Mr. Principal and Governors, if by mutual interchanges of
opinion between myself and you, or any of the Professors, I can be in any
measure instrumental in removing them, I shall be happy to do the utmost
that lies in my power.

Ibeg, in conclusion, to return you my sincére thanks for your kind
wishes in reference to myself and family.

After which the Professors of the University had the honor each of a
personal introduction.

Epucarion 18 Lowgr Canapa.—The Montreal Transeript mentions that
an interesting meeting was lat2ly held in that city, to take into consideration
the very important subject of education. It was largely attended, and bya
highly influential audience. His Worship the Mayor took the chair, and
the speakers were the Revs. Dr. Taylor, Dr, Wilkes, Dr. Fraser, Dr. Davis,
and Messrs. D. Davidson, 8. Phillips, and Major Lachlan. The chief points
which were urged by the speakers as absolutely necessary to the progress
of education, was the immediate opening of the Normal School; the ap-
pointment of an additiohal Superintendent ; the establishing of some definite
system for public instruction; the election of a Board of Education, who
should assist the Superintendent, and have a control over the edueational
funds ; aud the increase of the salaries of the teachers.—Though we believe

that it is utterly impossible to _accomplis_h all that is aimed at, we trust the
gentlemen who have taken the matter in hand will not cease their efforts
until something is done to put this Province more on an equality with
Upper Canada; than it has ever yet been, in respect to one of the most
important matters that can engage the attention of thinking, intelligent men,



