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belon to to the said church, free and quit of all claim and exaction
for ever." On1 the saine kind of evidence, viz., designations in con-
temporary charters, we find there were schools iii Linlithgow in
1187 ; Edinburgh, 1124-1153; in Roxbnrgh, 1147-1152; int A
1234 ; iii Berwick-upon-Tweed, 1279 ; in Aberdeen, 1262-;- ,n
at Brechin, in 1429.

Now if we look at the nature of the evidence on which the pre-
ceding statements are made, incidental references in charters of
cor responding dates, we are quite warratted in dr awing the infer-
ence, that even so early as the twelfth century, that is, several
generatiouîs before the days of Wallaeb and Bruce, Scotland occu-
pied ne inferior' position as an educaîted and edncating nation.
There are nany probabilities against the preservation ef those spe-
cial charters referring eithe. to school or schoolmaster, or, if Macai
lay's N et Zealander, moralizing over the ruins of Loudon Bridge,
have ni) other' means of estinating our preseut educational position,
but contemporary chalrters that may then survive, we much fear lie
will hardly do justice to the philanthropy of 1864.

. the super vision and ietnal economy of such achools we know
but little. They seem to have been entirely under the control of
-I chuirch in the hands of the vaw ious great monasteries scattered
throtuli the country By the co't*itutions of the cathedral of
Aberder i, settled in 1256-7, we find "it was of the chancellor's
office that lie should provide a proper master for the government of
the scho >s of Aberdeen, able toteach the boys both granimar aud
log:c." it mas a part of the duty of this -"mnaster of the schools
at Al erde i " to sep to the doe attendance at *atins and high mass,
a ail the g eater festivals. of fautr singing boy, two who carried

tapit, aid two who bore incense. The chanceller of each diocese
exercised entire control over all schools within his baounds. In the
end of th-e fiteenth century, we find the chancellor of Glasgow
succexfn1ly shewing, that front time imnmeitorial he and his prede-
cess r8 h<.d had the niquestioned i ight of instituting and remnoving
the maîter of the granniar school at Glasgow, and of taking enre,
rule and oversight of the came, so that without the leave of the
chancellor for the titme being, it was miYt lawful for any one to hold
a grammtnar schoul, or publicly or privately to teach and instrict
scholus in g:·amumar. About the saie date we find an ordinanice of
the chapter of Moiray, that " a cotumaen school shal le erected anid
buîilt in Elgit, L.y those who are bound to erect and iild the same:
nul that the chancellur shAll appoint and odain a fit person to rule
andi ;gve n the smt, and to teachm those who resort to it, and in-
Ft uitt then in gratitiar." lit Brechin caliedral constitutins it
was îr-vided, that the college of choristers. founded in 1429.
should have two chaplains, one to teach the ' sang school," on the
part of the cantor, the other to teach the gramnar achool on the
part of tIte chancellor. But the rale of this digiitary was not
quietly submitted to in all parts of the kingdom. In 1418, on the
pIrseitttion of the provost and community of Aberdeen, a school-
itaster was inducted hy the chancellor, who " testifies limn to be of
good life, of honest converationt, of great literature and science,

a graduatu it arts." A little after, in the sarne fair city of
A berdeeA, ve find that a master of the grammar school "ingnirit
be' the provost whomoo, he had the said schlool-granttit nlu jidgment,
tha b hati the samte Of the said good toun-oflerand him i eddy to
dlo tbhamne tand iltair b-irnis service and plesour at his power, and
retluncit his conpulsator of the enrt of Rouie in all poyntis, ex-
cept tiat it suld le lesum to him to persew the techaris of granmer
withiniî the urgh." This rentunciation of the " comipulsator of the
cart of Romu " was made a cousiderable time before the Refor-
ulation.

The ineans by wbich. subordination and obedience were enforced
i these uarly schools, were identical with what bas been more or

l. considered the ultimatum in common achools even te the pre-
sent thu to -ta wit, Ilhe rod. In Reginald's gossipin. Libellus de
admirandis Beati Cuthberti virtutibus, there is one of his miracu..
lous passages wvhich gives us a glimpse of light on this part of our
subjuct. lbe.iunald, the writer, was a monk of Durham in the
twolfth century. " There is," says he, "in the foresaid village,"
(he is speaking of Norhian on the Tweed) "a church, founded in
aicient tiueo, nanel in honour of the blessed Cuthbert, in whichî,
bya custoi ncw common enough," (rememuber, lie i writing in the
twelfth century) " boys frequently pursuied their studios : some-
times drawniî by the love of Iearning and knowledge, and other tintes,
the master being angry, driven hy the fear of rods. Whence one of
thue boy.i, Haldane by nîame, iendered enntîning by fear, began anxi-
ously and secretly te cogitate with himself, by what manner of means
hie ight escape the bluws and pains of the rod for his laziness. At
lentgthi, therefore, he conceived that, with foolhardy temerity, be
wouktesteal the key of the church of the blessed Cuthbert, and no
Oie hinderiug him,, would throw it with all celerity into the river
Tweed. So le immediately ran to a place called Padduwell, of in-
fi.ite deptht, which almost reems a sea for its immense profundity,
and forthwith hid the key of the cburch, by throwing it into the

deepest profound. And then lie hid himself where neither the curi-
ous nor the officious would be able to touch him. And thus he

Sfppdly reckoued to have deceived his master, and, with the wished
for freedom, to be able at once and forever to escape the slavery of
1egrning For he did not imagine that another key could he found
by any mneans, aind so he fell to con2ratiulating himself with immense
ivy of heart." The poor rogue rejoices ere he is safe. At vespers
the people assemble, the key can't be found, the master attempts to
break open the door of the church, but fiuds it. as befits those war-
like times, harder to do than he thoight of ; he desists, goes home
much conerncd, at length falls asleep; the blessed Cuthbert appears,
ard angrtly demands why the ordinary services are not performed in
his churcht The priest confesses tbat the key is lost. " To whom,"
says the blased Cuthbert, " to-miorrow with the dawn, go to the
fishers ot Padduwell, on the Tweed, and Luy at any price the first
draught of their nets." The master gladly obeys. The fishermen
agree to uive the first draught for the love of the blessed Cuthbert
alone. The nets are drawnî, and they enclose one huge salmon.
It is almost equal to the pleasure of eating a slice of the fish well
seasoned, ta read the thrilling account ,f the capture, in the garru-
lous Latin of the old chronicler. Reginald must have been a keen
fiasher himself, hence his enthusiasm. It is consoling to think that,
though bar ings out, and other equally niaughty tricks of the present
day. prove that the race of enuning, lazy, self-deceiving Haldanes,
ia still found among youth, the teachinu profession can, at the sarne
time, still produce masters of the gentle craft. Space forbids fur-
ther extract. Let us refer our curions readers to cap. lxiii. of the
fore.cited history. which certainly exhibits the king of fishes in a
somewhat new light. Sufice it to say, thtat the nissing key was
found stuck aeross the gills of the fish, with the ring protruding to
serve for carrying both home. The consequences to the astute Hal-
datte, the chronicler saith not. Most probably his glorions freedom
had had an ignominious termination.

Our information regarding the books used in these pre-Refor-
mation schools, though certain enough, is anything but compie-
hensive. A writer who ieems to have fiouished about the com-
meicement of the thirteenth century thus describes a child's firet
book of that period :-

:4 Quan n chyld to scoe xal set to
A bok him is Ibrowt,

Nnyl'd on a brede of tre,
That niei enh! t an a he.a ce

Pratviveht i wrout.
Wrout is on the bok without,
V. parafrys arete nnal stoute,

Rolyd in rose-red,
That is set withoutyn doute

In tokenyn of Cristes ded."
That is, when a child is set to school, lie gets a book called an A B C,
nailed on a wooden board. This book is wrought very prettily on
the ontide with five great large nails coloured red, that without
doubt betoken Christ's death on the cross. This is most probably
the same book as is referred to by Lydgate, who lived in 1430, when
he says, in one of his minor poems,-

" How long ago lernyd ye, ' Crist cross me speede I
Have ye no more lernyd your A B C?'

The naine, " Crist crois tue specde," applied to this first of school-
books, was very likely given fromn a large red cross on the first page.
It is described iu its appearance and uses, by a writer subsequent ta
Lydgate, probably about the end of the fifteenth century. He says:

" Crosse was made all of red
In the begyninng of my boke
That is called God me sped,
I the tyrste lesson that j toke
Vienne 1 lerned a and b.
And otier letters by her names
But always god spede me."

From the praiseworthy minuteness of this -ancient versifier, we can
gather that phonetics were in no particular favour with the peda-
gogues of those days. He "lerned a and b, and other letters, by
her names." Unfortunately, we have no indication of the contents
of this educational manual of the days of old. Most likely it had
contained a summary of religious beliefs ; thus serving the double
purpose of teaching to read, and imprinting tirmly on the memory
the varions articles of the church's faith. Books solely to teach
the art of reading are quite modern. Wynton, the contemporary
of Chaucer, 1328-1400, in the fifth book of his Cronykil of Scotland,
thus wrtes -

" Donate than wes in bis state,
And lu that time bis libîll wrate
That now Barnys oysys to lere
AI tbair begynnyig of gramere:
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