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LICENSE AND ASSESSMENT

BILLS ARE

UNDER CRITICISM

Opposition Members Claim That Government Measures Do
Not Go Far Enough—Mr. Rowell Would Tax T. & N. Q.
Property the Same as Private Land.

Two fertile subjects for oppesition
oratory were provided in the house
yesterday afternoon, when the second
readings of the Liquor I.icense and
Assessment Law Amendment Acts
were introduced by the government.
The strength of condemnation which
the Liberal powers have been storing
up for some time since the intention
of the government became apparent
along these lnes, broke forth in
lengthy and loud-voiced ecriticism at
the tardiness and general inefficiency
of the measures. Altho nought but
discussion resulted it was promised
that hefore the house adjourns there
will yet be opposition amendments in-
iroduced, and the old fights will be
fought once more to show that the de-
mand of the province is for more ad-
vanced legislation.

Very briefly in each case and with-
out any attempt at' vindication, the
provincial secretary brought in his
measures and stated the general pur-
port of them. That pertaining to li-
quor restriction aroused the special at-
tention of the critics. .

“We were led to believe that some-
thing would be done in the line of anti-
treating,” observed William Proudfoot
at the outset. “The province also un-
derstood that the government meant
what it said. But the surprise is that
it has not been carried out in any way
they promise.”

It was theh pointed out that the
measure was weak and played directly
into the hands of the liquor men. The

would urge also that licensed prem-
ises be closed on Good Friday and
other holidays. :

The last blow was delivered by Mr.
ﬁowell. The government were not a
party of anti-treaters, as they claim-
@d, but of re-treaters. The bill showed
a backdown in all particulars. The
hour restriction was feeble and both-
ered only the lone drinker; neverthe-,
less, the opposition was glad to have
the pleasure of prodding the govern-
ment on in a snall-pace movement.

“We never expect any support from

‘the liquor men,” he assured the house

amid laughter, “for as long as there is
a bar we are fighting against it.”
To Extend Subsidy.

A resolution of Hon. Dr. Reaume
calling for permission to extend the
subsidy granted to the Canadian Nor-
thern Ontario Rallway Company
aroused a storm of protest from the
Liberal members, and produced an
amendment of Sam Clarke, that altho
the extension be granted for five years
at least 500 male settlers be placed
upon the railway lands and for the fol-
lowing five years at least 1000, all to
carry out the settlers’ regulations.

The minister explained that such an
act would be unwarranted, the railway
already having completed 159 miles
and grading 460 within a short time.
After a few years, when the work was
in a better state, a bona fide agree-
ment could be reached.

Messrs. Mageau, Munro and Stud-
holme urged the amendment.

KEEP HOSPITALS

to Fix All Loca-

Provision Made to Stop Prac-
tice of Some Realty

i Dealers.

Whether private hospitals will have
the right in the future to build within
fifty feet of private residences in
cities will lie in the discretion of Dr.
Bruce Smith, inspector of hospitals
and jails for the province. This move
was decided upon in the mpnlcipa.l
committee yesterday morning in the
temporary disposal of W. K. Mec-
Naught's bill for the protection of
owners of homes by the prohibition of
this practice. =7

The bill, which had at first been re-
troactive’'in nature to apply to build-
ings now finished or under course of
construction, had been amended this
sessiop, but even so Mr. Hanna felt
that it would work a hardship in its
radical nature. ;

Dr. Smith will enquire into the sit-
uation and decide the best method of
restricting such buildings in the inter-
ests of all concerned. i

A further measure, which is directed
at the selfish pract.ce of real estate
men in the suburban districts, pre-
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In a statement upon the receipts
and expenditure of the moneys re-
ceived by the city from the earnings
of the Toronto Railway Company,
the transportation committee will re-
port to the city ecouncil that the net
revenue today to the city is only $125,-
000 per year . The statement reports:.
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