
“ The Coming of the Pedlars"

actor and took his facts on the spot, so that his testimony is 
even more non-partisan than the carefully edited Masson essay 
and records. I consider these various missionary legends the 
most authentic source of the history of the period, though their 
evidence is most damning to both sides. These annals are ex­
clusively published by Catholic organizations and so unfor­
tunately do not reach the big public of which they are deserving.

The exact way in which the N. W. C. was formed, I found 
very involved in the Masson essay. A detailed account of all 
steps in the organization is very plainly given in the petitions 
of the Frobisher Brothers, Peter Pond and McGill to Gov. Haldi- 
mand for a monopoly of the fur trade. The petitions are in the 
Canadian Archives. A curious fear is revealed in all these peti­
tions—that the Americans may reach and possess the Pacific 
Coast first. As a matter of fact that is exactly what Grey and 
Lewis and Clarke did in the Oregon region.

From the H. B. C. Archives I find tne following data on this 
era: Batts and Walker and Peter Fidler held the mouth of the 
Saskatchewan for the English ; one Goodwin worked south 
from Albany almost to Lake Superior and west to modern 
Manitoba ; half a dozen French run-aways from the N. W. C. 
were engaged as spies at £100 a year; the Martin Falls House 
is built inland from Albany in 1782 ; in spite of ignominious 
surrender, Hearne and Humphrey Martin go back as Governors 
of Churchill and York; Edward Umfreville leaves the H. B. C. 
(wages £141) and joins the N. W. C.; Martin and Hearne, La 
Perouse’s prisoners, were dropped at Stromness in November, 
whether on the way to France or back from France, I can’t tell; 
their letters do not reach the H. B. C. till March, 1783 ; William 
Paulson is surgeon at East Main; no dividends from 1782 to 
1786; Joseph Colen succeeds Martin at York in ’86; William 
Auld succeeds Hearne at Churchill in ’96; James Hourie is 
massacred by the Indians of East Main; H. B. C. servants from 
the growing dangers become mutinous, six are fined at East 
Main for mutiny; four at York fined £4 each, namely Magnus 
Tait, Alex. Gunn, John Irvine, Benj. Bruce, two at Churchill 
£20 each, Robert Pexman and Henry Hodges. Andrew Gra­
ham, the old factor of Severn, being now destitute at Edinburg, 
is given thirty guineas in 1801.
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