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leader of this crowd was Black Hawk himself. Six of our

people alone were killed : and nine-tenths of the two hundred

red-skins slain, were tvomen and children. The famished con-

dition of the enemy on that occasion must have been melancholy

indeed. My old friend told me, that among the scenes which

he witnessed on the ground after this massacre, was a dead

child, with the meatless bono of a young colt's leg grasped

firmly in its little hand ;—it had died of starvation while cling-

ing to the body of its murdered mother. And this is a portion

of the payment that our Government has ever been in the habit

of awarding to the poor Indian, for the splendid territories

which were his only inheritance.

The Winnebagoes are about the only Indians who visit

Prairie Du Chien for purposes of traffic ; formerly, however,

it was the congregating place for the nations Avhich lived upon

the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, as well as those upon the head

waters of the Mississippi. The Winnebagoes were once almost

as numerous as the leaves upon the trees, but the nation has

been so far reduced that only about three thousand now remain.

And a more unhappy people do not exist upon the continent,

—

warriors, women and children are all apparently broken hearted.

In olden times they were a race of brave men and beautiful

women, but now they prowl among their native hills a brother-

hood of vagabonds, exceedingly poor and universally despised.

And yet the white man who was the author of all this misery

counts his gold, and congratulates himself with the idea that he

is a Christian.

But I am wandering from what I was about to record, viz.,

the history of a visit to the lodge of Winneshfc, head chief of

the Winnebagoes. The business which had brought the old

man to the Prairie, was, to exchange the skin of a recently

captured bear, for a sranll bag of flour and some Ammunition.

I had made him a present of tobacco, (which is about the only

currency that a traveller can make use of in the wilderness,)

'and when it was intimated to him that I should be pleased to

visit his lodge, he immediately pressed me to become his guest,

which invitation was duly accepted. Ho had come to the
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