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Transmitting tlie Treaty

of Feb. 15. 1888.

The treaty meet* my approral, became I

believe that it luppUea a latiifautory, practi-

cal, and final adjuitment, upon a baaii

honorable and just to both parties, of the

difllcnlt and vexed question to which it

relatM.

A review of the history of this question

will show that all former attempts to arrive

at a common interpretation, satisfactory to

both parties, of the first article of the treaty

of October 20, 1818, have been unsuccessful

;

and with the lapse of time the difficulty and

obscurity have only increased.

The negotiations in 1864 and again in

1871, ended in both cases in temporarj'

reciprocal arrang«ments of the tariffs of

Canada and Newfoundland and of the United

States, and the pilymeut of a money award

by the United States, under which the real

questions in difference remained unsettled,

in abeyance^ and ready to present themselves

anew just so soon as the conventional

arrangements were abrogated.

The situation, therefore, remained unim-

proved by the results of the treaty of 1871,

and a grave condition of affairs, presenting

almost identicail> the same features and

causes of complaint by the United States

against Canadian action and British default

In its correction confronted us in May*
1686, and has continued until the present

time.

if
The proposed delimitation of the Unea of

the ezclTislve fisheries from the common
fisheries will give certainty and security ^^

to the area of their legitimate field; the

headland theory of imaginary lines Is abak-

doned by Oreat Britlan, and the ipeciflcatlon

in the treaty of certain named bays especially

provided for gives satisfaction to the inhab-

itants of the shores, without subtractmg

materially from the value or convenience of

the fishery rights of Americans.

The uninterrupted navigation of the Strait

of Canso Is eipressly and for the time

affirmed, and the four purposes for which

our fishermen under the treaty of 1818 were

allowe<l to enter the bays and harbors of

Canada and Newfoundland within the belt

of three marine miles are placo<l under a

(air and liberal construction, and their

enjoyment secured without such conditions

aad restrictions a* in the past have erobtr-

rassod and obstructed them so seriously.

The enforcement of penalties for unlaw*

fully fishing or preparing to fish within thu

freely purchase these things

contingent, by this treaty, upon the action

of Congress in the modification of our tariff

laws.

Our social and commerdal intercourse

with those populations who have been placed

upon onr borders and made forever our

neighbors is made apparent by .i list of

United States common carriers, marine and
inland, connecting their lines with Canada,

which was returned by the Secretary of the

Treasury to the Senate on the 7th day of

February, 1883, in an answer to a resolution

of that body ; and this is instructive as to

the great volume of mutually profitable

interchanges which has come into existence

during the last half century.

This Intercourse is still but partially

AiiTioLn I.

The High Contracting Parties agrao to
appoint a Mlxeii Commission to dalimrt.ln the
manner provided in this Treaty, the British
waters, bays, creeks, and harbors, of the
coasts of Canada and of Newfonndland,
as to which the ITnltwl HUtes, tnr Article
I. of the conveatK'tt of October 90, IN19.

... .„. ,
between the Unlteti Slates and Oreat HrlUin,

inshore and sxclustve waUrs of Canada and renounced forever any liberty to take, dry,

Nowfoumlland, Is to bo aooompllshed under or cure fish.

developed, and if the amicable enterprise

and wholesome rivalry between the two

populations be not obstructed, the promise

of the future is full of the fruits of an

unbounded prosperity on both sides of the
border.

The treaty now submitted to you has been

framed In a spirit of liberal equity and

reciprocal benefits.in the conviction that mu-
tual advantage and conveninence are the only

permanent foundation of peace and friend-

ship between SUtes, and that with the

adoption of the agreement now placed before

the Senate, a beneficial and satisfactory

intercourse between the two countries will

be established ^ as to secure perpetual!

peace aad harmony.

In connection with the treaty herewith

submitted, I deem it also my duty to

transmit to the Senate a written offer or

arrangement, in the natnre of a wtodus

vivf mdered after the conelnslon of

ti.' on the part of the British

plea>.. . •claries, to secure kindly and peace

ful relations during the period that may be

required for the consideration of the treaty

by the respective Oovernmentt and for the

enactment of the necessary legislation to

carry Its provisions Into effect if approved.

This paper, freely and on their own
motion, signed by the British conferees, not

only extends advantagat to our fishermen,

pending the ratification of the treaty, but

appears to have been dicUted by a friendly

and amicable spirit.

line from Latine Point, uu k
mainland shore, to the most Spat
of Red Island, tiience by the ino

Point of Merasheen Island to tin

Long Island and Bryer Isli

Mary's Bay, in Nova Scotia, si

purpose of delimitation, be tal

coasts of such bay.

AnTicLB V.

Nothing In this Treaty shall h*

to include within the common^
such interior portions of any ba
or harbors as cannot be reachci

sea without passing within the tl

miles mentioned in Article I of t

Uon of Octoi 20, 1818.

Akticlb VI,

The Commissioners shall "ito

time report to each of the High (

Parties, such lines as they may 'i

upon, numbered, described, anu
herein provided, with quadruplU
thereof; which lines so reporte«l i

with from time to time be slmi
proclaimed by the High Contracti
and be binding after two months
proclamation.

Akticlb VII.

Any disagreement of the Com
shall forthwith be referred to i

selected by the Se.retary of titi

United States and Her Britennlc
Minister at Washington; and hi

shall be final.

AnrioLn VIII.
Each of the High Contractii

shall pay its own Commissioners a
All other expenses Jointly incurre
nection with the performance of
Inoluding compensation to the tin
be paid by the High Contr4cting
oqul moletiee.

AnriCLB IX.

Nothhig ia this Treatv shaU in

affect the free navigation of tlu

Canso by fishing vessels of tl

Statep.
,

Abticlb X.
United Stetea fishing veasels

bays or harbors referred to in Ai
this Treaty shall conform to hai
lationa common to them and
ves^ls of Canada or of Newfouni
They need not report, enter or c

putting Into such bif§ or harbor*

:

or repairing damagae, nor when p
the same, outsido tJM limits of s

ports of entry, for the purpose of
ing wood or of obtaining water ; e
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•afe-guard against oppressive or arbitrary

action, thus protpcting the defendant fisher-

men from punishment In advance Of trial,

delays, and inroiivcnlencc and unnecriiMry

Abticlb II.

The rommlssion shall consist of two
Commlssiiiners to ho named by her Hrltannic
Majesty, and of two Commissioners to be

any such rosiel remaining m
twenty-four hours, ezelusive of
and legal holidays, within any sac
communicating with the shore the
be required to report, enter, or c

no vosmI shall be excused her
giving due information to boardini
They shall not be liable In any

or harbors for compulsory plloti

when therein for the purpose of s

repairing damages, of purchasing
of ol>talnlng water, shall they b*
harbor dues, tonnage dues, buoy i

dues, or o^er sTnillar dues;
ennmeration shall not permit oUia
inoonslfteat with the enjovmen
liberties reserved or seonraid by thi

Uon of October 'M, 1811.

AaricLB XI.

United States fishing vessels enl
tNirIa, bays, and ht^rbors nf 'h' Kiv
Nurtlieastera uo* \ u/ Cttuud-t, (

ooasu of Newfo? .idland undt'.tr (

weather or other casualW rjay
reload, tranship, nr sell, subject to
laws and regnUtion*, all fish on boi
such unloaaing, transshipment, u
made necessary as Incidental ti> ri'i

epienlsh

In tli.i txamt h.va nil -...I U. .!._..


