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" We have conveyed our general opinion of this work in what we have
already said : a word or two os to its peculiar merits. Nowhere in the
whole f'ompass of its literature, are the resources of the English tongue in

powei, in sweetness, terror, pathos, in description and dialogue, so well dis-

played. These two volumes are by the best hearts of England of their day
and generation."

—

Broadway Journal.

" Once more, ' Sweet Charles Lamb,' we welcome thee to our table.

Many of the works whence these specimens are taken, are extremely rare,

and others entirely out of print. To the lover of the Dramatic art, the stu-

dent, and the general reader, these specimens are alike interesting and
useful. The critical notes are such as Charles Lamb only could write."

—

Emporium,
" ' Elia' has here presented the reading pu!)lic with one of the most in-

teresting works on English literature. His elegant taste, ripe judgment
and warm zeal in the cause of letters and morals peculiarly qualified him
for the task he has so well executed, and his readers acquire a knowledge
of the style of thought and expression of many principal writers in the
English drama. He has sought for these treasures in hidden flowers, and
has restored them to light, and his objects, which were to exhibit not only
the style but the principle of thought which moved the minds of writers in

those times, the opinions, moral creeds, .uicl in a measure the history of the
mind in those times is exhibited m the writings. Mr. Lamb has also given
explanatory matter, many useful comments, and in short has opened up many
valuable wells of living waters."

—

Anglo-American.
" In these two volumes are contained the pith and marrow—the beauties

without the defects of Sackville, Peele, Decker, Webster, Marston, Hey-
wood, ' Kit' Marlowe, ' rare ' Een Jonson, Beaumont, Fletcher and Massin-
ger, and others still, who shone in constellated brightness around the Sun
of Avon."~./V. F. Tribujie.

" This admirable book has been published in their usual style of elegance,
as Nos. 29 and 30 of the Library of Choice Reading, by Messrs. Wiley &,

Putnam. It is, as is almost universally known, made up of the choicest
passages from the plays of a large number of gifted but slightly known dra-
matists of the time of Shakspeare, culled by that rarest and most genial
critic Elia, who, more than any other writer of the last few years, was
perfectly pervaded by a love for the rich, neglected writings of old English
authors.
" The selection is made upon admirable principles and with the nicest

possible discrimination. The lover of dramatic literature, and indeed every
one who relishes rich, pass.ionate and imaginative poetry, will find the two
volumes among the best recently published. They are well worthy the
place in th,e Library which the publishers have given them. We cannot
doubt that they will be heartily welcomed by a very large class of readers.
" Lanib has added a few notes of his own, but chiefly critical and explan-

atory. He has expunged from the originals everything superfluous or ob-
jectionable, and sought throughout, as he says in his preface, to show 'how
much of Shakspeare shines in the great men, his co!itenii)oraries, and how
far in his divine mind and manners he surpassed them and all mankind.' "—
A*. Y. Cotirier
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