
(29)
tion relative to Sir Robert, and taken a place

under his miniftry, the condition on which
the legacy was given in the will, was anni-

hilated by parliamentary power ; you were
thereby enabled to retain the money, and the

other advantages of the dutchefs's donation,

and enjoy your place alfo.

It is not to be doubted but the parliament

has a jx)wer of changing the intention of

any one's will : but it may be doubted whe-
ther a man of honour or fidelity can con-

fcientiouily receive ten thoufand pounds*

and violate the obligation for which it was
given. Should you not, either in obedience

to the conditions on which you accepted

it, have remained unplaced ? or, in obedi-

ence to your new converfion, have re-

turned the money when you accepted the

place ? on the contrary, you preferved the

rewards of patriotifm, and enjoyed the in-

come of a placeman : and your oratoric '^la-

rum, which had rung fo fbnoroufly agairjfl:

Sir Robert, now founded with no lefs vehe-

mence in his favour ; for it is of moft fingu-

lar conflrudion, and rings in drawing up
as well as in running down. This change

of conduct threw you into great contempt

in the opinion of all who had expected that

fome advantage might be derived to the na-

tion from your perfeverance in purfuing the

miniller.


