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and thinking Co. When the French firft poflelled them*

felves of thcfe forts, and indeed of all their encroach-

ments, they did not do it by violence ; we were fo un-

acquainted with the Lakes fotherwife than by hearfay

and vague reports) and looked with fo much contempt

on the French power in Canada, and fo little confulte4

the friendfhip of the Indians, that we had not the leaft

ipprchenfions of any bad ^onfequences arifmg from a

negle£t of either. But our ideas are now quite changed j

we have experienced the danger of the dcfigns of France,

and the neceflity of keeping on good terms with the

Indians, and we have forts to protedfc ourfelves and

them, on the very utmoft limits ofour frontier, the leaft

attempt on which muft be by open violence and hofti-

lity.
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Now I am upon this fubje^l, give me leave, Sir, to

recommend fomething to attain our ends in North-Ame-

rica more effectually for the future. For this pur-

pofe, two different regulations are required j the one

regarding our condu£t to the Indians, and the other

our meafures with the French. There is no occafion to

have recourfe to extirpate the Indians j treat them only

with more humanity, and we (hall find them eafy of re-

conciliation and alliance. But, if we again fuffer the

French to have any intercourfe with them, we may al-

ways expeft to have broils and diflentions. The
forts on our frontier will effectually hinder this, if they

are not fuffered to refort to them upon the principle of

trade. Let us remind them if they fhould requeft this,

that it was upon the fame pretence they formed their

forts of Frontenac, Niagara, and the paffcs at the other

lakes. With regard to the other regulation, all kind

of commerce between our colonies and the Canadians

ought


