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But what need I (ay any thing more upon this

head, when both Houfes of ParHamcnt have

lately exprefled their deteflation of hbellous of-^

fences fo ftrongly, as to put the writing of a libel

upon the footing of an iid?ual breach of the peace-

and not merely of the doing of fomething that

may, by poffibility, produce a breach of the peace,

or that tend'^ to, or niay excite people to break it,

Whether any body is, or is not, provoked by
writings under this denomination, to do any thing

in confequence thereof, fuch publication alone

(as I conceive) is neverthelefs, v/ithin the fpirit

of their rclblution, to be proceeded againft as an

a^u^i breach of the peace. So that if any Mem-
ber write any thing that refleds upon the Admi-
jiilh-ation, the Attorney General has it in his

power to denominate what is fo written a Libel, tQ.

iile an Information ex Officio (that is, of his own
mere authority, without leave from any Court ^f

Law, Prclentment of a Juftice of Peace, finding

of a Grand Jury, or information upon oath from,

any pevfon whatfoever) againft the fuppofed writer,

and the Court of King's Bench will thereupon

immediately grant a warrant for his apprehenlion,

and he will be obliged, by virtue thereof, not

only to find bail, that is, pledges for his appear-

ance before a Jury, to try the truth of the charge
;

that is, to fubmit the matter to the judgment of

liis country, but alfo [as 1 colletft from the ar-

guments ufed upon the occafion] to find fure-

ties for the peace, or his good behaviour in the

mean time, as a creature of fo violent and perni-*

cious a difpofition, that the world cannot be in

fafety, if he be permitted to go at large, without

very fufRcient caution and aflurance for his

peace-
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