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King Charles to the Duke of Buckingham,

Steenie,

"Y''OU know what patience I have had with the unkind ufliges of Nov. 20.

my wife, grounded upon a belief that it was not in her na-

ture, but made by ill inftruments, and overcome by your perfua-

fions to me, that my kind ufages would be able to rectify thofe mif-

underftandings. I hope my ground may be true, but I am fure you

have erred in your opinion ; for I find daily worfe and worfe efFeds

of ill offices done between us, my kind ufages having no power to

mend any thing. Now neceffity urges me to vent myfelf to you in

this particular, for grief is eafe being told to a friend ; and becaufe I

have many obligations to my mother-in-law (knowing that thefe

courfes of my wife's are fo much againft her knowledge, that they

are contrary to her advice), I would do nothing concerning her

daughter that may tafte of any harfhnefs, without advertifing her of

the reafons and neceffity of the thing ; therefore I have chofen you

for this purpofe, becaufe you having been one of the chief caufes

that hath withheld me from thefe courfes hitherto, you may well be

one of my chief witnefles, that I have been forced into thefe courfes
"

now. You muft therefore advertife my mother-in-law, that 1 muft

remove all thofe inftruments that are caufes of unkindnefs between

her daughter and me, few or none of the fervants being free of this

fault in one kind or other; therefore I would be glad that fhe might

find a means to make themfelves fuitors to be gone : if this be not,

I hope there can be no exceptions taken at me, to follow the example

of Spain and Savoy in this particular. So requiring a fpeedy anfwer

of thee in this bufinefs (for the longer it is delayed, the worfe it will

grow), I reft,

Your loving, faithful, conftant friend,

Charles R.
Hampton Court,

20th of Nov. 1625,
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