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thereon.

Favouied

by tin- tic a

ion of the

Nnbobs

The general HISTORY of

with the Englifh i and finding that his dilatory

performance of his obligations by treaty, and his

frequent prevarications and tokens of diflike, from

the very moment of his figning that treaty, in-

dicated his intention to be bad, they thought ic a

pioper and necelfary meafure to renew hoftilities

with the Indians : the Viceroy having given them

fuflicient reafons to do themfelves juftice by way

of arms.

How a war in thefe circumftances would have

been juftified, which was to be undertaken, and

muft have been in a great meafure depending upon

the fuccefs of the army by land ; an army that

did not exceed 2300 men, including 1600 Blacks,

againft the whole ftrength of the kingdom of

Bengal and its allies, is not conceivable. But here

we may properly apply the old proverb, Audaces

fortunajuvat. The brave are fortunate. A lucky,

unforefeen, unexpeded accident helps out the

little army of conquerors in their defires. It was

decreed that they fhould be the fcourge of that

tyrant, that inhuman barbarian, who, a few

months before, took a pleafure in the tragedy of

Calcutta.

While, therefore, the commanders, &c. were

" confulting about the expediency and pradlicability

of lb great and hazardous an undertaking, which,

with fuccefs, would deliver the company from the

difficulties, under which they were often obliged to

yield to the caprice and impofitions c the Nabob

and his offi- ers •, and, in a manner, make them

mailers of the whole trade of the kingdom of

Bengal
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