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parity witb the retail price of beef, wbat gond
is the A'ct?

Notwitbistanding the many difficuities I see
in the operation of this mensure, I would flot
vote against it. At its worst it cannot. ha
worse than what we have to-day. I arn hope-
fui that out of the many comiplicated phases
of the Bill something practical and beneificial
may be worked out.

Hon. J. E. SINCLAIR: Honourable sen-
ators, my remarks wiil be directed more to
the way in which the Bill may apply to that
part of Canada from which I corne, than to
its general application, though to some extent
I shall deai with this phase also.

I was rather amuse-d by the speech of the
honourabie member from Saskatchewan (Hon.
Mr. GdIliis). Ha objected to the honourabie
leader on this side (Hun. Mr. Dandurand)
chara.cterizing the prcoposed measure as a
Western Bill, but sbortiy afterwards he
suggested very mildly that it wouid. ha well to
exclude the main natural producýt of the
Prairie Provinces, grain, from the operation of
the Biil.

I shall fot go so far with respect to the
natural produets of Eastern Canada. I think
it is generalýly conceded by those who have
followed the debates on tbe Biil froin the time
of its introduction in tbe Commons tbat seine-
thing is needed to help the farmer, the pro-
*lucer and the labourer in this trying period
through which Canada is pnssing. Wbether
the Bili will do ail that is hoped for by those
wbo are most in favour of it is a matter of
conjecture, but I tbink it is only fair tbat we
sbouid analyse tbe measure and do our hast
to imiprove it.

One gene-ral feature I do not like. Tbe Bili
confers very wide powers on a board to be
appointed by the Government. It is admitted
by its warmest supporters that Pariiament bas
neyer yat granted the Government such
extensive powers. I think we have aiready
gone too far in this direction. Particularly in
racent yaars, there has been a tendency to
conifer wide discretion on ministers of the
Crown and oficars of the departments. Now
it is proposed to confer powers which aven the
rigbt honourable leader of this House bas said
hae doas not think any board wouid attempt to
axercise.

Tha grave danger of granting wide dis-
crationary powars to departmentai officiaIs is
iiiustratad by an enactment of this sestion
known as the Fruit and Honey Act, 1934.
Honourable meabars will recalil that I raisad
some objection to the Biii. I ha.ppaned to
ha away wban the amended Bill was raturned
to this buse with an intimation of non-

concurrence in our a.manctiments. Had I been
present I should have statad my positioni. 1
take the opportunity to do so, now, in
accordance with the understanding arrived at
with the leader of the House at the tiýme.

Members of the Agriculturai Committae wiii
recoliect that that Bili empowerad the
Minister to license dealers, brokers, com-
mission agents, and so forth. I do not deem it
necessary to read the section. When we
asked for an explanation the Fruit Comn-
missionar asured us that oniiy a nominai
licence fae wouid ha charged, and hae
mantioned $30 as the maximum. Some mam-
bars of tha Committea thougbt tbe fee was
rather high. Since the Biii bas becoma law
the officiais of tbe department have sent out
copies of proposed regulations for the approval
of those interestad in the Act. I arn surprised,
as I know ara others, to find that it is pro-
posed by tbase regulations to licensa aIl dealers
and traders, as well as avery person wbo main-
tains one or more branches. A separate licenca
must ha obtainad for each brancb. The reguia-
tion raads:

A licence issuad under these provisions shall
remain valid and effective until the 31st day
of Mareh foliowing the data of issue, unlesa it
is suspended or revoked. Sucli licence shall ha
renewahle bot shahl automatically terminate
unless the renewal fea is paid within 30 days
after notice has bean mailad by the Commis-
sioner that paymant is due.

Each application for a licence shall ha
accompanied hy the licence f ae of $50 in tha
formn of a money order, hank draft or cartified
cheque, payable to the Racaiver Ganeral for
Canada.

Tha annual renewal fea shall ha $50 and
shaîl ha remitted in the saine manner.

Since the regulations were sent out on May
17, witbin two waeks from the time the Bill
becama iaw, tha dealers of Prince Edward
Isiand-I bave no information with regard to
tbe other provinces-have protested most
strongiy against sucb a licence fee being
required of small dealers throughout the
province. I should explain that in sections
30, 31, 32 and 33 of the Act the word "vege-
table" is usad where raference is made to the
licansing of intarprovincial traders. The in-
sertion of this word after the word "fruit"
extandad the lîcensing regulations to the Root
Vegetabies Act, which covers almost ail
vegetables traded in, particuiarly in Ea9tern
Canada. Under this Act the smaîl coun-
try marchant who buys from tbree to tan
caeloads of potatoas or turnips each year and
ships them outside the province is required
hy the reguiatîons to take out a licence at
an annuai eost of $50.

Hon. Mr. DANDUR-AND: For sending the
goods over te Halifax?


