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mons sa a separate item. 1 ex'pected the
sarne opportunity would be given here, but
it is included in the Supply Bill here end
1 have not had an opportunity to exprees
rny views.N

Hon. Mr. SPROULE-It was be'iore the
House la"t night.

Hon. Mr. WATSON-No.

Hon. Mx. SPROULE-Yes, granting
power to the Governrnt 1- buy this rail-
road, and therefore it -was quite proper ta
raise any objection then.

Hon. Mr. WÂTSON-I arn quite lI order
ini objecting now.

Hon. Mr. SPROULE-It ie not equally
proper norw because it is part cdl *~e Supply
Bill.«

Hon. Mr. WATSON-I amn cornplaining
of that. 1 expected it would corne here as
a seeparate Bill.

Hon. Mr. SPROULE-It did corne as a
separate Bill.

Hon. Mr. WATSON-No.

Hon. Mr. SPROULE-And that was the
proper tirne ta raise the objection. When
it cornes in the Supply Bill which the
Senate cannot amend and could only throw
ont in toto-whieli bas neyer been done by

* any Upper Hanue in tlie Imperial or Can-
adieu Parliarents-it seerne ta be &, litt.le
late ta discuss that feature of the BibI.

The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
was read the third tire aud paesed.

* AN ATTACK ON THE SENATE.

Hon. Mr. DANDURLAND-Before the
Houae adjourus, 1 ehould like ta draw at-
tention ta a Bill which was referred ta the
Railway Cornrnittee ai the Senate foi recan-
sideration, Bill 87, An Act ta, arnd
the Railway Act, of which we have not
heard 'frorn that comrnittee, and rny atten-
t.ion is drawn ta, that 1fact by an article in
this mornîng's,. Citizen which vialently
asailds the Senate for relfusing ta deal with
the matter coutained in that Act. - The
article I refer ta îeads eas follows:

The Senate and the Interests.
The main advertislng the Senate has recelved

this session has fiat brought giory ta ltself for
ta this country. In the remaining few hours
or Its business It would have been well advised
flot ta let the senate ralway cormtittee brlng
added discredit to a hardly tolerated ssaembly.

The Senate Raliway Commlttee has recom-
rnended #n extended lease of l11e ta the un-

.HEon. Mr. WATSON.

used railway fran~chises held hy private pro-
moting interests In the Niagara Peninsula. At
the same time it has heid Up the amefidment
ta, the Railway Act, whlch, passed the Bouse
of Commons and is intended ta give the Domi-
nion Raiiway Commission power to determ-
tre the final location of railway Unes.

The eifect of the Senate Committee's action
ta to extend speciai privileges ta a graup of
private pramoters and ta adminlater a rebuif
and a setback ta publie ownership by hitting the
Ontaria Hydro-Erxectrlc Commission. Wil the
people of Ontario and of Canada generally
suifer this framn the Senate?

The reasons for the amendment (Bill No.
87) ta the Rallway Act have aiready been
explalned and thrashed out In the Bouse of
Cammans this session. The amendment ta vir-
tuýally ta rrestore ta the Board of Rallway Com-
MI..ioners a power they orig!nally had under
Section 123 of the RallwaY Act of 1903. The
Act auffered mutilation In 1906 by an amend-
ment undoubtedly drafted for the purpose of
political profiteering and patronage. The Pre-
sent amendment, Bill Na. 87, wauld In effect
by restaring the Act of 1903 deprive venal poli-
ticians of samne of their opportuflities to serve
apecial privilege at the expense of the corn-
munlty.

This attack on the Senate is entiîely un-
called for. Speaking foi myseh!, I knew
nothing of the discussion that had taken
place in the Railway Comrnittee on the
clause in the two Private Bis îeferîed ta,
which extended the tirne for the cornple-
tion or building of hunes ini the Niagara
Peninsula. When it carne ta the Senate it
was sent ta the Railway Comrnittee. There
we found that coupled with it was an Act
arnding the Railway Act. It was rnen-
tioned that iL had for its abject the gîv-
ing of poweîs ta the Board of Railway
Commissioners in dealingc with the location
of these hunes. The Senate found that this
arndmerit to the Railway Act was goiug
in, restaring not only the powers which
weîe given the Railway Board in 1903, as
the article states, but rnuch more extended
'powers. It gave the right ta the Board of
Railway Commissioners, not only ta locate
the line ai railway authoîized by Parlia-
ment, but ta refuse absolutely the using ai
the powers which had been granted by
PaTliament. In spite of this extraordinary
pro-cedure the Senate accepted the principle
af the Bill and sent it ta, the Raihway
Çornrittee. In the cornrittee it was found
that there is considerable dîveîsity ai
opinion as ta the propîiety of grantiug such
powers ta an irresponsible body which
would sit in judgrnent in appeal over the
action ai Paîliament, and a strong move-
meut was apparent ini tavour of granting
those saine poweîs ta the Board of Rail-
way Cornmissioners, but te, -be exeîcised
priai ta the Bis corning ta the House.


