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tiens, are noe doubt quite important and if
the ralw~ay were nlot directly under the
control of the commission no doubt the
government would be able to avail itself of
the judgment and views of the commission.
It is for lion. senators to express their
vlews on the subjeet, and we are ail free
to do as we please ln the matter.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-Tlie
reasons advanced by the lion. Se-cretary 0f

State are, to my mind, somle of tlie strong-
est reasons for adopting the amendment.
The lion, gentleman says that teclinical
questions may arise ln the management of
the road affectlng freiglits and other mat-
ters, -witli whicli experts ln railway inatters
alone could deal. It is nlot to be expected
that the minister would be as well fitted
to perform that duty as a board appointed
for'that purpose, and wbose special duty
would be to institute an lnquiry Into the
effeet of any traffic arrangements which
miglit be necessary in order to carry out
the proper exchange of freiglit.to the differ-
ent roads to which the lion. Secretary of
State lias called attention. Then. as lias
been very properly remarked by tlie mover
of the amendment, it would relieve the gov-
erament and political head of the depart-
ment of responsibilities whleh It 'would be
mucli better that they sliould not exercise
than to keep It wlthin their powers. Wlien
the lion. gentleman spoke upon this question
before, lie said tlie maritime province mem-
bers objected to bringing tliis rond under
the management of the board. The sug-
gestion, 1 thlnk, whlch would be carrled to
the mind1s of every one would be that thie
maritime province people feared tliat tliere
miglit be some Interference wltli the freiglit
rates whlcli wouid be to their disadvant-
age. Now, If we want to relieve tlie coun-
try of tlie Incubus wliicli the Initercolonial
Railway lias been ln tlie past uponi the
revenues of the country, the sooner It is
placed upon n business basis the better for
the country, the better for tlie road, and tlie
better for those w*ho live upon tliis line
and who seek to take alIvantage of it. From
my short experlence ln the Railways and
Canais Department, 1 shouid look upon this
as a very great boon, to be relieved of this
particular part of thie duties w'lich pertain
to the minIster for the time being-. The
pressure which is brouglit upon the minis-
ter from political friends. more than from

Hon. Mr. SCOTT.

political enemies, Is that wblch lie lins to
figlit agaiast, and much more strongiy and
determinedly tlian the pressure from the
otlier side. It bas been well pointed out by
tlie hon. senator from Westmoreland that
it will not Interfere wltli the power,
authority and responsibility of tlie govern-
ment. It wiIl relileve tliem of that teclinicai
duty, as it lias been termed by the Secre-
tary of State, whi-ch obtains ln tlie manage-
ment of tlie road. It will be ini the in-
terests of the country, as well as !i the iii-
terests of ths departmsnt and the govera-
ment tbemselves, if tliey could see their
way clear to accept tlie amendment piacing
ail raiiwnys under tlie conitrol and maniage-
menft of the board. If tlie board is to be
of any advantage to the country, it should
relieve g-overament ownership of roads
from the difficulties which surround it now
in tlie proper management of tlie railway,
partlcularly in tlie interchange of freight
and atlier matters. Unless there are politi-
cal reasons-and wliich I fear very machi
are the reasons whicli have lnfiluenced tlie
goverament in the course tliey have taken
in this matter, to justify the goveramrent
lu tlie course that they will pursue
la reference to governmnent railways.
I would urge thsm ln their own interest,
as well as lit thé interest of the public. to
accept the amiendmeat and bring ahl rail-
ways, whetber owned by the people tlirough
the government or by private companies,
under the provisions of this Bill.

Hon. Mr. CASGRAIN (de Laniaudière).-
There ssems to be a misapprehension l tlils
matter. Does the hon. gentleman from West-
moreiand menu by the ameadment, that the
Intercolonal Railway wouhd lie run by the
Railway Commission ?

Hon. Mr. WOOD-No.

Hon. Mr. CASGRAIN-Simply that the
samne ruies would apply to nil railways ?

Hon. Mr. WOOD-Yes.

Hon. Mr. CASGRAIN-But the adminis-
tration of the government raiiway would
stili l>e lef t wlth the Minister of Railways
and Canais ?

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON--Yes, !l just the
saie w'ay.

Hon. Mr. WOOI)-As I understand, the
government railways w-ouid lie la the saine


