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very end of his speech, he addressed the issue of political party
financing.

® (1640)

As you know, political parties in Quebec are currently fi-
nanced only through individual donations, although in Canada,
any corporation, union or group has the right to contribute to the
financing of federal political parties. They make fairly large
contributions. However, we in the Bloc Quebecois have decided
not to rely on donations from corporations, businesses and
special interest groups, because of Quebec’s Bill 2 respecting
political party financing as it was then called.

To follow his reasoning, would the hon. member agree at
some point to a review of the legislation regarding political
party financing in Canada in order to restrict such financing to
individuals?

You also know that, at the federal level for example, unlike
the situation in Quebec—I am not as familiar with the situation
elsewhere—even individuals are allowed to claim tax credits of
75 per cent, which means that the federal government gives $3
for every dollar given by an individual to a political party. Does
the hon. member think we could start with political party
financing in order to set an examplé? We should at least restrict
financing to individuals rather than to community interest
groups which, hit by government funding cuts, also have to deal
with reduced social services, leading to an increase in the
number of clients.

I would like the hon. member to comment on the advisability
of a law restricting political party financing to individuals in
order to avoid the abuses that may exist at this time.

[English]

Mr. Bryden: Mr. Speaker, I appreciate that remark. I have
examined the political donations from the last election cam-
paign for the Liberals, the Reform Party and the Bloc Quebe-
cois. I am aware of who put what money where. The member
would find that by and large, corporations are not heavy spend-
ers, at least during election campaigns.

1 did find what I thought was a major abuse that would interest
my colleague opposite. The New Democratic Party during the
1993 election received $1.5 million from the Canadian Labour
Congress which in turn has been a major recipient of govern-
ment funds for its labour education program.

- The member opposite, and I think all members would agree
with me, I would be happy to see a law, if we could phrase one,
that would forbid special interest groups that receive govern-
ment funding from passing that government funding on to any
political party at any level.

Government Orders

If the member is looking for that kind of review, I would
heartily endorse it.

Mr. Simon de Jong (Regina—Qu’Appelle, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, the comments of the government member surely can-
not go unchallenged.

The member expressed great concern about government reve-
nues supporting labour education with the CLC. The member
seems to be totally blind to the government largesse to the banks
and vested interest groups through what is called tax expendi-
tures that run into the billions of dollars.

The member took great glee and satisfaction in denouncing
Kids Help Phone which helps kids in emergency and suicide
situations. Funds are being cut to this organization and that
organization, many of which are staffed by volunteers who work
hard at what the government should have been doing anyway.
However government keeps cutting back and cutting back.

The member took great pride in going after kids organizations
and organizations which help the needy and poor. He did not say
one word about the tremendous assistance this government and
previous Liberal and Tory governments have given to the very
wealthy and the very rich. Governments have allowed the Royal
Bank of Canada to have millions and millions of dollars in profit
and to pay zero amount in taxes. The government allows a teller
with the Royal Bank of Canada to pay more dollars and cents in
taxes than the bank does. Do we hear one word of protest about
this inequity and the unfairness? The member enjoys going after
kids and kids’ organizations that help the poor, the weak, the
sick and the elderly. He certainly does not go after those who are
the powerful, his friends, that helped to elect him.
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Mr. Bryden: Mr. Speaker, this is well spoken by the member
who represents the party—

An hon. member: Oh, oh.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): I know the question which
the hon. member for Regina—Qu’Appelle raises is important
and serious. I am also cognizant of the fact that the hon. member
for Hamilton—Wentworth has been interrupted more often than
not since four o’clock for various reasons. However, with one
minute remaining, I wish the House would give the hon. member
for Hamilton—Wentworth the opportunity to respond.

Mr. Bryden: Mr. Speaker, Elections Canada keeps a record of
political donations. It is a legal record. We can search as much as
we want and we will not see enormous funding from the Royal
Bank or any other large corporation to any political party other
than the $1.5 million the Canadian Labour Congress gave to the
NDP, which is ten times the donation of any organization to any
political party.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): It is my duty, pursuant to
Standing Order 38, to inform the House that the question to be



