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To the citizens of Oklahoma City, I am sure I speak for all
members present when I say that our thoughts are with you at
this time of sorrow. May you find the strength to rebuild and
carry on. I am also sure that my colleagues will join me in
condemning the cowardly act of terrorism.
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[Translation)]

OKLAHOMA CITY BOMBING

Mr. Pierre de Savoye (Portneuf, BQ): Mr. Speaker, there are
events which generate sympathy and solidarity among peoples,
nations, individuals and communities.

We join all those who strongly denounce the bombing which
took place last week in Oklahoma City.

Regardless of who is responsible for the attack, and regardless
of the motives, it is totally unjustifiable that individuals or
organized groups would resort to such violence and acts of
terrorism.

The revolting attack in Oklahoma City against dozens of
innocent people, including children attending a daycare, is in
direct contrast with the values of tolerance, solidarity, respect
and democracy of our societies.

We want to send a message of sympathy and solidarity to the
injured, to the families and close ones of the victims, to the
community of Oklahoma City, as well as to all Americans.
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[English]

OKLAHOMA CITY BOMBING

Miss Deborah Grey (Beaver River, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, I too
would like to pay tribute and attention to the terrible tragedy that
occurred in Oklahoma City last week on April 19. It truly was a
shock to the world.

Our sympathy goes out to all of those who lost friends and
family members in this cowardly assault on innocent people,
especially the children, both those who died and those who lost
their parents.

This is a disgusting, despicable crime committed by a sick
element of society, an element that one could not even imagine
exists in our land and in our nations all around the world.

I hope there will be better procedures established to detect
these people and foresee this potential danger to society. Justice
must be served swiftly against the cowards who committed this
heinous crime and a justice that will ensure the sentence fits the
crime.

Oklahoma, our thoughts and prayers are with you.

BORN TO READ DAY

Mr. John Finlay (Oxford, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, today is Born
to Read Day.

Nearly two million school children in Canada from kindergar-
ten to grade 3 will receive a free copy of ‘“Born to Read”, a
how-to guide encouraging parents to spend more time reading
with their children.

Writer and cartoonist Ben Wicks, realizing just how serious a
reading problem Canada has and recognizing that literacy
begins at home, decided to develop a book explaining to parents
how they can help their children to love to read.

This project is a joint effort of some of Canada’s largest
corporations, federal and provincial governments and the five
major literacy organizations in Canada.

Twenty—four per cent of Canadian adults are functionally
illiterate. As a former educator, I find this statistic appalling. I
am well aware of the benefits literacy provides and I thank Ben
Wicks for the significant role he has played in addressing this
problem and trying to do something about it.
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WORLD CURLING CHAMPIONSHIP

Mr. John Harvard (Winnipeg St. James, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, this is my first opportunity from the floor of the House of
Commons to congratulate Canada on winning the World Curling
Championship. -

The team consists of skip Kerry Burtnyk, third Jeff Ryan,
second Rob Meakin and lead Keith Fenton. This outstanding
foursome curls out of Winnipeg’s Assiniboine Memorial Curl-
ing Club which is located at the end of the street where I live. I
humbly confess to some local pride.

The Burtnyk team, however, are true world champions. They
swept the tournament in Brandon, winning all 11 games and the
coveted crown on a spectacular last rock double takeout in the
final match against Scotland.

Their victory highlights an outstanding season for Manitoba
curlers, a season that saw Manitoba teams win two world crowns
and two national championships.

Again, my congratulations to Kerry Burtnyk, Jeff Ryan, Rob
Meakin and Keith Fenton. They are the world’s finest for *95.
They are great citizens of Manitoba, the hotbed of curling in
Canada.

HEALTH CARE

Mr. Stan Keyes (Hamilton West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, some
of the best doctors in the world are located right here in Canada.



