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ture minister says: “Hold it members. Let us not do too much. 
We could be accused of doing something”.

happier. I do not want to comment on the remarks. I do not know 
how valuable they were but I could understand them.

I was a little enthused the other night when all of a sudden I 
saw one of the standing committee members on that side making 
amendments that would make this bill of some value. He tried to 
balance that cylinder so it would run a little smoother. What did 
the majority of the members do? They shot him down, 90 per 
cent. The Bloc agreed and the Reform agreed. Finally we had an 
amendment that would have made this bill of some value.

When the bill was first proposed to the House we were briefed 
on it. I found it almost unbelievable that a new government 
would pick up on a suggestion that more or less was put to us by 
the previous government under Prime Minister Kim Campbell 
to reorganize this department. I felt that the bill would have at 
least contained some improvements to make the department 
more efficient or in some way give the Department of Agricul­
ture a stronger voice in the House. I do not see anything of that. 
That is the point I would like to raise at this time. What was the result of this? It was the same as with my 

combine. I got very little done. We have been two days on this 
bill and we still have not passed it.If I as a farmer had not reorganized every year before I put the 

crop in, if I had not updated my machinery or improved my seed 
varieties, I do not think I could have survived. If I had gone out 
and purchased a different machine in a different colour and it 
had no more performance and did not do the job any better, 
although I had just spent a bunch of money, my neighbours 
would have thought me a little queer and I am sure I would not 
have survived very long.

It amazes me that people do not realize that when you put in a 
long day and only get little done the fuel tank still gets emptied. 
That is all we have received out of this debate so far. We have an 
empty fuel tank and when that happens we are going to be in big 
trouble.

Grain that should be in the bin is not in the bin. Grain that 
should be in the tank is mostly chaff and straw. It has no 
substance. Why do we pass bills like this when we should be 
talking about problems like provincial trade barriers and value 
added? Instead we are talking about building swimming pools 
and maybe adding a sports arena somewhere. We are forgetting 
that we may be hungry some day. Why are we even going 
through the motions here?

#(1750)

The government reminds me a little of the first self-propelled 
combine I owned. It had all the parts. It looked like a beautiful 
machine. I was so proud of that machine I was just dreaming of 
the day I could take it into the fields. By coincidence that 
machine was a faded red colour.

I would like to compare the tremendous amount of effort we 
have put into this bill to my tremendously efficient combine that 
went so slow that when I turned the comer I was usually lost in 
the dust and I could not find the next swath. People around me 
wondered if there was a driver in the machine. I get the same 
impression from this Liberal government. When we as a stand­
ing committee make suggestions to the government they just get 
shot down or forgotten. Ask me why.

When I started up that machine there was noise. Boy, it really 
performed out in the yard. I said: “If this machine works like 
this in the fields I will get my crops off in half the time”. 
However that is about where my joy ended.

When I put the combine in the field and pulled into the swath 
there were noises; loose chains, loose bearings, walkers bang­
ing. The worst part was that the cylinder was out of balance.

• (1755)
An hon. member: It sounds like a Liberal combine.

When we told the agriculture minister to stop the back-track­
ing and change the car allocation system, what did the govern­
ment do? This was recommended by every member on that 
standing committee. The government did nothing. Is the Liberal 
government running this by remote control? Are the railways, or 
the grain companies or the unions running the government? Who 
is running it? Sometimes I wonder.

Mr. Hoeppner: Let me get to it. I am trying to get there. This 
was a tremendous experience. My hair stood on end. I was 
furious that I had been really duped into buying this machine. 
When that cylinder got some straw in it, it bounced around and 
almost left the ground. What were the results of this? I got very 
little work done all day.

This bill reminds me of a lot of other bills. When we should 
have been addressing problems what did we do? We did the same 
thing as that old, faded out red combine did for me. It put the 
grain over the walkers back on to the ground and we are going to 
see it sprout and be ruined.

It reminds me of this Liberal government. I have heard noises. 
I have heard: “Boy, we are going to do something for agricul­
ture”. Boy, we have accomplished very little. That cylinder I see 
in front, which I call the cabinet for comparison, I hear one 
member say “cut”, the other one says “spend” and the agricul-


