
February 27,199510084 COMMONS DEBATES

Government Orders

The Minister of Justice cannot tell us specifically how con
trolling guns and registering guns will reduce crime, and the 
Bloc has made that similar observation.

The minister keeps saying that chiefs of police have asked for 
it. The minister cannot hide behind that answer forever. Sooner 
or later he has to be responsible for answering his own ques
tions. He has to defend his legislation with reasoned arguments 
and not expect others outside this House to come to his rescue.
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If I start to sound angry during my remarks it is because not 
only am I expressing my own dissatisfaction, disappointment 
and disgust with the Liberal government’s costly, intrusive, 
bureaucratic and ineffective legislation, but I am also expres
sing the outrage I read in the more than 1,000 letters I have 
received and the outrage that I hear in the hundreds of phone 
calls we receive, and the outrage I hear when I walk the streets of 
the communities in my constituency, and the absolute outrage I 
hear when I attend rally after rally of responsible, law-abiding 
citizens, whether in Saskatchewan, Newfoundland, Alberta or 
Nova Scotia. The outrage that these people express to me 
wherever I go is something this government must consider.

I support some of the provisions in the government’s propos
als calling for tougher sanctions for violent criminals and its 
proposed attempts to control the smuggling of firearms. I 
support some of these measures because they will really help 
control crime. Laws do not make people good but they do help to 
restrain evil.

On the other hand, because there is no evidence or convincing 
argument to show that public safety will be improved I will 
oppose ineffective proposals to register rifles and shotguns and 
the banning of firearms or any measures which would further 
restrict the ownership of handguns, scary looking guns, semi
automatic rifles, crossbows, and the banning of firearms or any 
measures which would further restrict the ownership of these, 
even replica toy guns.

If the Liberal Party can demonstrate how registration of all 
firearms is the most cost effective way of improving public 
safety, reducing violent crime and saving the most lives I and 
most Canadians will support the minister’s proposals if he can 
show that they are the most cost effective method. This he has 
not done. He fails to answer this challenge and therefore we 
must oppose this legislation.

I repeat my personal position. I support cost effective gun 
controls which improve public safety and reduce the criminal 
use of firearms and if elected I will work to repeal ineffective 
gun controls which do not meet these objectives.

Another Reform principle from our party constitution says 
that it is the duty of all members of Parliament to their 
constituents that should supersede their obligation to their 
political parties. Reform MPs are duty bound to represent their 
constituents’ wishes on this issue. I only hope that the Liberal 
government has the courage to let their members of Parliament 
do the same.

In the short term the centre will stimulate a variety of other 
tourism investments, particularly in the accommodation sector, 
in addition to helping to consolidate regional economic infra
structure. As well, it will contribute to preserving regional 
industrial heritage.

d) The responsibility for the different contracts lies with CII. 

[English]

The Deputy Speaker: The questions as enumerated by the 
parliamentary secretary have been answered.

Mr. Milliken: Mr. Speaker, I ask that the remaining questions 
be allowed to stand.

The Deputy Speaker: Shall the remaining questions stand?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
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[English]

FIREARMS ACT

The House resumed consideration of the motion that Bill 
C-68, an act respecting firearms and other weapons, be read the 
second time and referred to a committee.

Mr. Garry Breitkreuz (Yorkton—Melville, Ref.): Mr. 
Speaker, I thought they were going to continue with questions 
from before question period. Is that correct?

The Deputy Speaker: I am sorry, I missed the question 
because I was speaking with the clerk.

Mr. Breitkreuz (Yorkton—Melville): Mr. Speaker, I was 
referring to the procedure in which we were going to complete 
the questions that occurred before question period, before 
debate ceased. Are we going to continue with debate?

The Deputy Speaker: This is continuing with debate because 
the secretary of state has not returned to the Chamber.

Mr. Breitkreuz (Yorkton—Melville): Mr. Speaker, a little 
over a year ago the Minister of Justice was quoted in a number of 
newspapers as saying that he believed that only the police and 
military should have guns.

We have been through Bill C-68 and it is clear to me and will 
soon be clear to all Canadians that the minister has taken the 
first step toward achieving this personal objective.

After reading this legislation it is also clear that the Minister 
of Justice and his cabinet colleagues have confused gun control 
with crime control. Anyone who studies this issue for more than 
a couple of hours will realize that there is no connection between 
controlling the legal use of guns by law-abiding gun owners and 
reducing crime.


