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Mr. Speaker: It being after five o’clock p.m. this House will 
now proceed to the consideration of Private Members’ Busi
ness as listed on today's Order Paper.Members
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PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS- 
MOTIONS

[Translation]
VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATIONS

NATIONAL OFFICE FOR VOLUNTEER ACTION

Mrs. Lise Bourgault (Argenteuil-Papineau) moved:
That, in the opinion of this House, the Government should consider the 

advisability of establishing a national office for volunteer action under the 
responsibility of the Secretary of State of Canada and:

1. that the Office be managed by a board of directors consisting of twenty 
(20) members serving without pay;

2. that the Office be the sole organization empowered to determine the 
official status of volunteer and charitable organizations;

3. that the Office maintain a central registry of volunteer organizations and 
deliver certificates of official accreditation to the said organizations, and 
certificates of accreditation of practical work done by volunteers, acknowledg
ing the experience thus gained; and

4. that the Office submit to the Secretary of State of Canada an annual 
report on its activities.

She said: Mr. Speaker, 1 welcome this second opportunity to 
present in the House a motion aimed at providing for official 
recognition of the volunteer sector in our society. On Septem
ber 19, 1985, I presented a motion seeking authority for the 
Standing Committee on Health, Welfare and Social Affairs to 
study and report on the volunteer sector.

Mr. Speaker, for many years I have witnessed the invaluable 
contribution made by the volunteer sector to society, and I 
must say that since I have had the honour of representing the 
men and women of Argenteuil-Papineau in this honourable 
House, I now realize how important the volunteer sector is to 
my riding and that if we did not have volunteers and volunteer 
organizations, the riding would be in very poor shape indeed.

Mr. Speaker, you may recall that during the special debate 
on parliamentary reform, I told you I was very stubborn. 1 
once asked you to show me the place where you keep private 
members’ motions and bills, and what you do with them. I 
think it would be interesting to have a look. It is practically a 
second Parliamentary Library because it contains some very 
interesting documents and bills initiated by private members. 
At the time, during the special debate on parliamentary 
reform, 1 said I was very stubborn and that as long as I was a 
Member of this House, I would keep on presenting motions 
until some day they were accepted either by my own Govern
ment or other governments, and that is what I propose to do.
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Mr. Speaker: Therefore, the motion is adopted.
Motion agreed to.
Mr. Speaker: When shall the Bill be read a third time? 
Some Hon. Members: Now.
Some Hon. Members: Never.
Mr. Speaker: At the next sitting of the House?
Some Hon. Members: Agreed.


