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Francis G. Power, Esquire, member for the 
electoral district of Quebec South, introduced 
by Right Hon. L. S. St. Laurent and Hon. 
Hugues Lapointe.

Jean-Paul St. Laurent, Esquire, member for 
the electoral district of Temiscouata, intro
duced by Right Hon. L. S. St. Laurent and 
Hon. Hugues Lapointe.

Joseph Charles Van Horne, Esquire, mem
ber for the electoral district of Restigouche- 
Madawaska, introduced by Hon. George A. 
Drew and Mr. G. W. Montgomery.

Charles E. Rea, Esquire, member for the 
electoral district of Spadina, introduced by 
Hon. George A. Drew and Mr. Roland 
Michener.

A royal commission has been appointed to con
sider and report upon the development and financing 
of television and sound broadcasting in Canada.

The royal commission to examine and report 
upon our economic prospects is proceeding with its 
inquiry.

The year just ended has been the most productive 
in our nation’s history. More men and women have 
been employed than ever before. Our harvests have 
been abundant. Our trade has exceeded all earlier 
levels. A record number of houses has been built.

Canada has enjoyed, on the whole, a high level 
of prosperity. Some sectors of the economy have 
not fully participated in this increased well-being. 
In particular, although sales of wheat in the past 
five years have been at record levels, an un
precedented series of bumper harvests has made 
necessary the storage of abnormal stocks of grain 
both in elevators and on farms. Lack of space in 
elevators has limited the ability of producers to 
deliver grain as early as usual in the marketing 
year. In order to provide an immediate source of 
funds where they may be needed, my ministers 
will ask you to authorize guarantees for bank 
loans to producers secured by their grain.

You will also be asked to authorize the treasury 
to bear the cost from August 1, 1955 of storage and 
interest charges on wheat held by the wheat 
board over and above its normal carryover levels. 
As a consequence of this arrangement, returns to 
producers will not be depressed by carrying costs 
on abnormal carryover.

A higher level of employment this winter than 
last seems to be assured and the improvements you 
made to the Unemployment Insurance Act last year 
will provide a better coverage for those who are 
temporarily without work, particularly in the winter 
season. Various departments and agencies of gov
ernment have sought to arrange their construction 

to provide more employment during

OATHS OF OFFICE
Right Hon. L. S. St. Laurent (Prime 

Minister) moved for leave to introduce Bill 
No. 1, respecting the administration of oaths 
of office.

Motion agreed to and bill read the first 
time.

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE 
Mr. Speaker: I have the honour to inform 

the house that when the house did attend 
His Excellency the Governor General this 
day in the Senate chamber, His Excellency 
was pleased to make a speech to both houses 
of parliament. To prevent mistakes, I have 
obtained a copy, which is as follows: 
Honourable Members of the Senate :

Members of the House of Commons :
It is with pleasure that I greet you as you resume 

your parliamentary duties at the beginning of this 
new year.

Since you last met there have been significant 
international developments. Some of them have 
been welcome as releasing tensions in certain parts 
of the world while others unfortunately have had 
the contrary effect. My ministers remain convinced 
of the need to maintain the defences of the free 
nations as a deterrent to war, A strong North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization and adequate pro
tection for this continent are in their view funda
mental to the preservation of peace and the security 
of Canada.

Security, however, cannot rest on arms alone. 
The government, therefore, is continuing its constant 
efforts, through diplomacy and negotiation and 
through the United Nations and other international 
agencies, to bring about better understanding 
between nations.

A meeting of commonwealth prime ministers 
will be held in London in June to consider matters 
of mutual interest. My prime minister has accepted 
the invitation to attend.

Meanwhile my ministers are looking forward to 
the visit to Ottawa in February of the prime 
minister and the foreign secretary of the United 
Kingdom.

The annual meeting of the consultative com
mittee of the Colombo plan agreed that this con
structive work should be continued for a further 
period and you will be asked to authorize Canada's 
continued participation in the plan, as well as in 
the United Nations technical assistance program.

[Mr. Speaker.]

programs
the winter season. It is gratifying to note that many 
other employers are endeavouring to follow the 
same policy.

In October my ministers held a conference in 
Ottawa with the premiers and other ministers of all 
the provinces to consider financial and other 
relations between the federal and provincial gov- 

Following this useful discussion and 
further correspondence, my ministers have

ernments.
some
placed before all provincial governments a specific 
proposal for federal-provincial fiscal arrangements 
to commence next year.

The conference established a committee of 
ministers from all governments to consider health 
insurance programs and the work of this com
mittee is now under way.

My ministers have also conferred with provincial 
ministers to consider and develop an arrangement 
for sharing the costs of assistance to unemployed 

not eligible for unemployment insurancepersons
benefits, and in need. Detailed agreements have 
been submitted to the provinces. You will be asked 
to approve the legislation necessary to implement 
this program.

You will be asked to provide for the construction, 
jointly with the government of Ontario, of a gas 
pipe line across northern Ontario from the Manitoba 
boundary to Kapuskasing, to be leased to Trans- 
Canada Pipe Lines Limited, which is to build 
connecting lines in western and eastern Canada. 
My ministers consider this government participation 
is necessary to make this important national project 
possible at this time.

You will also have laid before you amendments 
to the Trans-Canada Highway Act to accelerate the 
completion of essential links in the trans-Canada 
highway and to continue, in co-operation with 
provincial governments, the work of constructing 
that highway up to the agreed standards.


