
COMMONS

wîtbi respect to matters pertaining to tbe abdi-
cation of His former Majcesfyý King Edward
VIII, and to tbe accession of His Maiesty
King George VI.

I bave inquired of lis Majesfy's govern-
ment of the United Kingdom as to wbether
tbe coîtespondence wbich took place at that

time biad been tabled at Westminster, and
I bave been jnformed by tbe Prime Minister
tînt it ivas thought inadvisable to reopen the
question by placing on the table the cor-
respondence to which my rigbt hon. friend
bas referî-ed. I have communicated with tbe

otber dominions of tbe Britisb commonwealtb
of nations and bave received from Australia
a communication in which the Prime Minister
states tbat be did not think it in tbe public
interest to disclose the correspondence wbicb
bad taken place, but that he bad made a
statement to bis bouse whicha he helieves
was regarded as satisfactory in reference to
tbe abdication.

Tbe parliament of New Zealand does not
meet for some montbs to come, and it is
impossible to say wbat will be done tbere. I
bave not yet received a reply either from
Souitb Africa or from tbe Irish Free State.
I (Io not believe. however, that correspondence
lias bcciî askcd for or prc.scnfcd f flic pirlia-
iucnfs of eifbcr of thoec counticý.

May I say tbat wben I make tbe statement
I bave referred to, if bon. members have
questions whicba they would like to ask of
myscîf or of other members of tbe govern-
ment we sball do our best to reply to themn,
and perbaps the house might tben consider
wbether it would wish to have more in the
way of correspondence. I believe that the
lion. member for Winnipeg North Centre (Mr.
Woodsworth) bas given notice to tbe clerk
that be would like to bave papers produced,
and finît nofice would afford an opporfîînify.
if no otbcr were afforded. to disc-îss the mnaffer
wveîe if tîoîigbt advisable fo considcr it then.'
For flie prcoscnt. however. I have no fîirthe-
dlocuments f0 lax' on ftic fable of flic louse
in reference to flic mattcr.

On motion of Mr. Mackenzie King flie bouse
adjourned at 4.40 p.m.

Friday, January 15, 1937

The lîouse met at tbree o'clock.

TRIBIETES TO DECEASED 'MEMBERS

TILE LATE FIZAL.AM WILLIANI PEiiRA-TiiE LATE

HON. PETiEi JOFHN VENIOT

Rigbf Hon. W. L MACKIENZIE KING
(Prime Mini.ster) :Since parliaiiient prorogued

[Mr. Nlacketive King.]

on *unc 23 bist two lion. ienm crs who were
wifbi us in this bouse. at tbe Iast session, bave
been taken from us, by the hand of death.
Both occupied seats on this side of the bouse.
Before entering upofl the business of tbe
session, it is fltting that a word should be said
with respect to tbe double lossi we biave
sustained.

Parliament bad prorogued but a few days
when word xvas received that Mr. Perras, tbe
member for Wright county. had passed away.
I must confess that bis deatb came as a great

sbock to me personally, as indeed it mu.st
bave to ail bion. members, because only an
eveiling or two before tbe prorogation of
parliament we were seated together at this
des-k, after tbe bouse bad discontinued ifs
sitting. discussing tbe welfare of one of bis
constituents. Tbe solicitude wbieb Mr. Perras
felt for tbose wbo applied to bim for belp
was ebaracteristic of tbe man. It explains, in
large maniner, tbe bold lie had on the
affections of tbe people of bis consfituency.

Mr. Perras wa.s born in Hll. Quebc. iii

1876. He reccived bis varly educat ion in a
primarx- sc-bool of Hlull and w-as a graduafe
of Ottawva universify. His buisine:s and
politii-al intvre-ts were for tbe nio-t p)art
idcntifled ,vith the counity of Wrighît, bis
native counfy. For a time bie wvas mnayor of
the municipality of Gracetield, wbere lic
subsequently resided, ani was warden of tbe
county.

Mr. Perras was elected f0 parliament as tbe
member for Wrigbt in 1925 and was returned
at tbe general elections of 1926. 1930 and
1935, eacb time witb an increased majority.
In tbis bouse Mr. Perras did not take mucbi
part in political discussions, tbougb wben be
spoke lie was equally fluent in tbc French or

the English language. He took a ronsiderable

piait in tbe work of the rommi-ittees. andllie
cnjovcd close friendships with mcmnber.s on ail

sidcs of tlic bouse. Fcw members hiave becn

1f nOic zc-alous i n thle nianner in wlî jl th liv
have~ soligbft f0 serve c fb intcrcsfs of their
consf itîîcnts, and it î-s nof siîrpri-ung t el lc-

t ors of Wrightf rounfýv gave to i tir icpi-

sentut ive f lic inî-reasing mensure of c-onfidence
Mrîîb Vt. Perras enjoycd. 1 know finît incm-

biers of flie Liberal îiarfy wilI grcatly deplore

lus loss. for- bofb in anud ouf of îiarliamenf lie

w;is a lo 'vaI l~ doate of the parfY's princiîîleq.

To îii' lie Nvas a lwa 'vs a I oval suppî orteîr and a
frite ficd. May I sav thifa iel)i i. of

paît ' . 1 a ii suie luýs passing uvi l he (cîl

leIt by bion. members generally.
Only a few days biad elap.-ed aftcr Mr.

Perdeat,1 wlîcn word wa., receix ed of tbe


