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(1) Provision of international forums;

(2) preparing and publishing documents;

(3) holding technical and economic meetings;

(4) sending survey missions to study the needs of countries;

(5) sending individual experts or groups of experts to countries.

Fielid Programmies

When the FAO was set up at the end of the Secondl World Nar, many

people thought that international exehange of knowledge alone was the answer

to world food and agricultural problems -- with a little technical information,
provided from a world centre, any country could solve its own probleuis.

During the last 12 years, there has been a significant reorientation
ini the FAO's roI. in assisting dev.loping countries. From being solely an

advisory body, the PAO has also become an operational organization assisting
countries ini preparing developuient plans, helping to execute major projects,
providing some of the. backing for these projects and aiding countries in
obtaining finance for the largest projects of national development.

This change in approach becaiue possible at the end of 1950 with the

establishment of the United Nations Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance.
Since the. dovelopuent of agriculture is the main preoctupation of most develop-

ing countrie3, it was inevitable that a major part should b. carried out by the
PAO.

The FAO now serves as .xecuting ag.ncy for a larger number of projects

assisted by the. special fund secter (pre..capitali tnvestmeut activities) of the.

Uinited Nations Developuiont Programme (UNi)?) than any otiior participating
organization, nauiely 39.6 per cent of the. total in number and 38.4 per cent in

cost. It lias been responsible since 1960 for 308 sucli projects, to whicb IJNDP

allocated $295 million while aided governuonts contributed about $360 million.

0f the. 308 projecta, the, FAO couipleted 58, costing $35,826,417.

Similarly, as in4icàted above, the. FAO is the. executing ageucy for

a numiior of pr.4.cts sindor the. t.chiincal assistance component of UNi)?. A

total of morethan $135 million as allocat d to such projects between 1950

and 1967 and about 5,000 t.chnical-asiisttUce projects lied been carripd out.

R.; onlly, th~e 287 projects whicii had been assigned as of Jaiiuary 1967 were

ditribsited as folows: Africa, 100; the. Amricas, 83; Asia and Far East, 62;

Euirope, 19; Idar Eat, 22; interregional, 1.

The. PAO's field experts are drawn from ail over thIe world and sent

to assisted cosintries at their invitation. These mo.n and womén came from
100 coutries, inc1x#ding Canada, and have worked in more than 100 countries
and t.rrdt#r*s. Tii.y work aide by aide itb governuient officiais, farmer,
forestes and fisii.rmen, demonstrating and guiding them ini the. task of
d.veloping resouVces anid incr.asing harvests in climatic conditions that range


