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(UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization), the World Health
Organization, the ILO and so on. We are active in all the international fora
that are shaping the global conscience. We are guided by a fundamental com-
mitment to human rights. As an actor on the world scene we unequivocally
declare that those rights include not only the rights of women but also the
rights of children.

It is notable, and I think characteristically Canadian, that Foreign
Minister Lloyd Axworthy would choose to attend the First World Congress
Against Commercial Exploitation of Children in Stockholm in 1996 and
that, in his speech there, he would make a special point of calling for the par-
ticipation of young people in bringing an end to this abhorrent practice. For
as the 20th century ends, participatory democracy is proving to be the most
effective protection for global security. Participatory democracy, however, is
neither easy nor inevitable. It requires responsible citizenship and the capaci-
ty for responsible citizenship is shaped in childhood through education and
practice, observation and opportunity. Through its promotion of children’s
rights, Canadian foreign policy is demonstrating respect for children and
youth, enabling them, as they learn about their own rights, to learn respect for
the rights of others.

It is impossible to predict the future or to see with any clarity what the
next century will bring. But there is one thing this century has taught us for
sure; there can be no global security without human security; no human secu-
rity without respect for human rights; no respect for human rights without
respect for children; no respect for children without listening to @nd hearing
what they have to say. In our interconnected world we have to be more than
just observers of children’s suffering, we have to be partners with them in their
struggles, talking and consulting with them because they often know better
than we do what will help. Then together we can act.



