
International responses to complex emergencies, which can be regionally
destabilizing, are often weakened by poor planning and insufficient data sharing.As diplomats, peacekeepers, human rights monitors, and relief agencies continueto wrestle with the challenge of implementing peace operations, relief deliveries,and even civil administrations in war-ravaged areas, they will need to rely moreon new geographic information technologies and methodologies. For inevitablefuture complex emergencies, the issue will not be what GIS is capable of, butrather how it can be best applied to support effective collaborations before,during, and after responders deploy into the crisis zone.

Boundary Studies in the "Borderless World"
The arguments advanced by Newman and Pratt seem to be designed as acounterpoise to those of the "borderless" lobby. There is nothing inherentlyconservative in their approach, more a call for caution, and to resist the lure ofarguments which are either overly sectoral or narrow, or merely fashionable.
From their very different perspectives, the writers of this paper encountercommon misunderstandings on a range of boundary issues. All too often, this isattributable to a partial, biased or subjective scrutiny of the issue to hand. It ishard, for example, to claim that the evolution of the European Union provides amodel for borderless regions or blocs at a time when so many national or ethnicboundaries are being re-asserted. Similarly, the European model does notsupport a view of close co-operation based on an assertion of sovereignty. Asurrender of sovereignty (partial as it may be) lies at the heart of the legalcreature that is the European Union.


