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11.2.13.3 Collahuasi - Shell-Chevron-Falcoflbridge.
The Coflahuasi project consists of the exploitation of several copper deposits, the most important

which are Rosario and Huintiquipa, in the First Region, ten kilometers east of Quebrada Blanca.

The project is being developed by Sheil (through Billiton International Metals), Chevron ai

Falconbridge, in equal parts.
bwvestmnent is US$ 35 million.

Rosario will start operating in 1993. It bas reserves of 2.5 million tons of minerai with 10%/ of copF

and 60 -100 g/t of silver. The mineralization is matinly chalcopyrite, bornite and pyrite. Construction of t

underground mine wil take 15 months.

Theexploitation systemnwill becuttingand filling witha nomninal capacity of 300- 500 tpd of extractic

which can be extended to 100 tpd. The minerai will be transported to a crushing and milling plant and th

to a concentrating plant. Estimated production is 25,000 tons of fine copper per year in the form

concentrates.
The feasibility of setting up a small processing plant in Coilahuasi is being evaluated, wlth possil

production of sulfuric acid that could be used in the development of Huintiquipa. This would require

additional investment of US$ 25 to 30 million.

Huintiquipa is an oxide deposit with reserves of 8 to 9 million tons of minerai with 1.9 to 2.2% copi

whichwould be recovered tbrughheap Ieachingand solvent extraction /electrowinning to produceanoti

15 to 17 thousand tons of metallic copper. The development of Huintiquipa represents an investment of L

40 million
Due to the proximity of Collahuasi and Quebrada Blanca, Coilahuasi bas reached an agreement w

Cfa. Minera Quebrada Blanca (Comidnco Resources) to share the use of sorne installations and infrastructu


